
wEBrr_s._or rHE SENERAL EPrST

l r fhy  a re  the  ca l  led  "6enera l?"

They r+ere  no t  addressed to  any  par t i cu la r  Church ,  bu t  wet€r
a d d r e E s e d  t o  c e r t a i n  g n o u p s .  S e e  J a s . l : l ;  l P e t . 1 : 1 ;
Z P e t .  1 :  1 ;  l J n .  1 :  l ;  2 J n .  I  ( T h e  ' E l e c t  L a d y '  =  T h e  C h u r c h )  ;
3 J n 1  t T o  6 a i u s ) ;  J d . 1  ( T o  a l l  t h o s e  x h o  a r e  c a l l e d ) ,

T h e  i n f o r r n e t i c n  c o n t a i n e d  i n ^ t h e m  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  a I l  t h o s e
x h o  a r e  i n  t h e  f a i t h .  I n  J a d . 3 : 3  h e  e x h o r t s  t h o s e  i n  t h e
f a i t h  t o  d e v e l o p  p a t i e n c e .

T h e  E e n e r a l  E p i s t l e s  c o n t a i n  t h e  d e e p e s t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h .

S e e  h o w  p e r f e c t i o n  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e s e  e p i s t l e s . . .

1) James has 14 thenreg about going onto perfect iot i  (see

b e l o w ) .

2 ,  lPe t .?z t  -  The language Peter  uses  is  fo r  those * * r i c t l y
i n  t h e  f a i t h .

3 )  2Pet .1 :2 -5  -  Here ,  Peter  speaks  to  those a l ready  in  the
f a i t h

4 ,  t J n .  I  z 7  -  J o h n  e x h o r t s  u s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e
I  i q h t .

5 )  2Jn .1  -  John speak ing  to  those who know the  t ru th"

6)  3Jn .5  -  Aga in ,  he  is  speak ing  to  those nho knox  the  t ru th
a n d  a r e  r + a l k i n q  i n  i t .

7 ,  Jd . !  -  Jude speaks  to  those who have been ca l led  and
s a n c t i f i e d  i n  t h e  t r u t h .

t l i th  the  above,  y t ru  see tha t  the  Genera l  Ep i r t les  cannot  be
understood unless you are converted.

H e b . 6 : l - ?  -  T h e  7  b a s i c  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  i s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  g o i n g  o n t o  p e r f e c t i o n .

1  )  R e p e n t a n c e .

2 ,  F a i t h  i n  6 o d .



3)  Bapt ism.  Thene are  th rce  k inds  o f  Bapt ism found in  the
B i b l e  -  t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  x a t e r . . . t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  t h e  H o l y
S p i r i t . . . t h e  b a p t i g m  o f  f i r e .  I t  i s  t h e  b a p t i s n  o f  t h e  H o I y
S p i r i t  t h a t  p u t s  y o u  i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h .
4 )  T h e  l a y i n g  o n  o f  h a n d s .  ( I t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  w h e r e  y o u
c a n  s t a r t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  G i e n e r a l  E p i s t l e s ) .

5 )  The Regur rec t ion .  h le  a re  to  l i ve  a  Fesur rec ted  l i fe
wh i le  in  the  f lesh .  Then t rc l f ies ;  the  sp i r i tua l  resuFrec t ion
( B a l . 7 z 2 Q l  .

6 )  The Judger*en t -  Th is  equa ls  two th ings  -  the  t ioe  o f
t e s t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  a  s e n t e n c e  ( i . e .  t e s t i n g
c o r n p l e t e d ) .

7 ,  P e r f e c t i o n .  l ^ l h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  E p i s t l e s  d e a l  w i t h .

NOTE:  The f i rs t  s ix  lead  to  the  seventh

Romans _and Ga la t ianE are  necessary  as  background mater ia l  fo r  the
Ep is t les .  You need a  thorough unders tand ing  o f  these tno  be fore
you can grasp the  Genera l  Ep is t les ,  They  dea l  E ipec i f  i ca l . l y  w i th
t h e  f i r s t  s i x  d o c t r i n e s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .
R o r n a n s  i s  t h r e a d e d  w i t h  t h e  s i x  d o c t r i n e s . . .

1 -3  -  Reoentance.
4 - 5  -  F a i t h .
6  -  B a p t i s n .
7-B -  Lay ing  on  o f  hands .
9-t t  -  Resurrect ion and Judgement.
t2 - i5  -  Per fec t ion .  See l2z l -2 . . .  "p resent  yourse lves  rs  a
I  i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e .  "

In  lPe t .?z i -LO i t  seyr  h re  a re  to  be  a  ho ly  p r ies thood a  chose
n a t i o n .  B u t  h o w ?

G a l , 3  -  I t  i s  b y  f a i t h  a n d  b y  b e i n g  o f  t h e  s e e d  o f  A b r a h a m .

G a l . 6 : 1 6  i t  s o e a k s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l  o f  B o d .  l . l h o  i s  t h e  I g r a e l  o f
6trd?

Ea l .3z26-29 -  I t  i s  those nho are  the  sons  o f  G iod-

( l J i t h  a l l  t h i s  b e i n g  x e l l  k n s w n  t o  P e t e r t  H e  c o u l d  w r i t e
a b o u t  u s  b e i n g  a  h o l y  n a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  f o r  h i s
audience ghould have been arrare of the sames facts.  )
NOTE:  Ga l .3z?6-29 -  your  bapt is rn  does  no t  change your  e thn ic
o r i g i n .  T h o u g h  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  a w a y -
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There  are  two k inds  s f  knox ledge fo r  unders tand ing  the  Genera l
E p i s t l e s :

1 )  I n t e l l e c t u a l .  S e e  ? P e t . 3 : 1 6  -  l { e r e  P a u l ' r  r r i t i n g s  h a r d ?
No,  Pau l  had gone absve and beyond t ry ing  to  spe l l
e v e r y t h i n g  o u t  p l a i n l y  n h e n  h e  w r o t e .  P e t e r  i s  s p e a k i n g
about  cer ta , in  th ings  tha t  l re re  hard  to  unders tand in  the
w h s l e  B i b l e ,  a g  w e l l  a s  i n  P a u l ' s  w r i t i n g s .  A l s o ,  n h a t
P e t e r  i s  s a y i n g  i s  t h a t  P a u l ' s  w r i t i n g s  a r e  h a r d  t o
unders tand on l .y  fo r  those xho are  un learned.

2 )  S p i r i t u a l .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n
t h r e e  a r e a s !  F a i t h ,  H o p e  a n d  L o v e  ( l t r o r . 1 5 1 1 5 ) .

J a n e s  i s  t h e  n r i t e r  s f  F a i t h .

P e t e r  i s  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  H o p e -

John is  the  x r i te r  o f  Love.  (And PauI  sa id  the t  these th ree
w i l l  a b i d e  f o r e v e r !  )

Jude is  the  wr i te r  o f  the  fa i th  tha t  r ras  c lnccr  de l i vered ,

J a m e s  s p e a k s  o f  e  l i v i n g  f a i t h  ( l : 3 1 6 ;  Z t V l .

P e t e r  k n e w  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  d i e  b y  a  c r u c i f i x i o n ,  s o  w h o
c o u l d  b e t t e r  w r i t e  o f  h o p e ?  ( 1 : 1 3 r 2 1 9  J n . 2 l : 1 8 - 1 9 )

John speaks  o f  lov ing  our  b ro ther  more  than any  o ther  wr i te r
i n  t h e  E i b  l e  (  1  r  5 '  7 - 1 0 )  .

Jude concent ra tes  on  the  fa i th  tha t  r las  c tnce  de l i vered
( v . 3 )  .

l f  y o u  w a l k  i n  f a i t h  a n d  i n  h o p e ,  t h e  e n d  r e s u l t  u i l l  b e  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d . .  - L O V E !

L i v i n g  i n  f a i t h  b r i n g s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  l o v e -

ln  o rder  to  go  sn to  per fec t ion ,  one rnus t  be  weaned f rom the  a i l k .
S e e  I s a . 2 8 : 9 - 1 5  -

v .9  -  t {ho  is  he  who is  y reaned f rom the  mi lk?  They  ane thoge
ab le  to  b r "  taught  doc t r ine .  So l id  r rea t  i s  fo r  those ready
t o  g o  o n t o  p e r f e c t i o n .

v .  1 1  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  h e e d  6 o d ' s  r + o r d  t v .  l o l r  y o u  x i l l  b e
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  t r i b u l a t i o n  { a l s o  v . 1 ?  -  " t h e y  w o u l d  n o t
h e a r "  )  .
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v . 1 3  -  A n d  i f  y c l u  f a i l  t o  h e r r  6 o d r  y o u  x i l l  f a l l  i n t o  a
5 n e n e ,

T h e  d e e p e r  s p i r i t t r a l  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  d e a l  n o r e  x i t h  x h a t  y o u
are  becoming ra ther  than r rha t ' s  ahead fo r  the  end t ime.

F a i t h  i s  t o  b e l i e v e  G o d  a n d  t o  d o  w h a t  h e  s a y s .

So,  as  yc lu  read thege Ep is t les ,  A lways  cons ider  the  words  tha t
a r e  f o u n d  i n  l C o r . 3 r  1 - 4 . . . U s e  t h e g e  v v .  u r h e n  e v a l u a t i n g  h o n
carna l  yc l r - r  rea l l y  a re .
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T}€ EPISTLE T}F JAI.ES

INTRSIXJCTORY NOTES

IDENTIFICATION OF THE FIVE JAI'IEsES FOUND IN THE NE}I TESTAI,IENT

1 )  L k . 6 : 1 6  -  J a m e s ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  J u d a s  ( n o t  f s c a r i o t ) .

2 l  L k . 6 : 1 5  -  J a m e s ,  t h e  s o n  o f  A l p h a e u s -

5)  l " f k .15 :10  -  James,  whsse nro ther  i s  l ' l a ry .

4 )  F lk .3 :  L7  -  James,  the  brs ther  o f  John,  sons  o f  Zebedee-

5 )  l " t t . 1 3 : 5 5  -  J a m e s ,  t h e  h a l f - b r o t h e r  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

PROOFS THAT THE EPISTLE hIAS IdRITTEN BY JESI.JS' ER6THEN

t ' '  r  . '
1 ) : - i l k .12246-47 -  Here  u le  see tha t  Chr is t  had phys ica l
b r o t h e n s .

? ,  l - f k ,6 :2 -3  -  He had bo th  b ro thers  and g i r te r t r  James be ing
one of them ( I t  can be noted hene that none of Jesus'
f a m i l y  b e l i e v e d  w h o  h e  r . l a s  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t i r e .  I t  x a s n ' t
u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  c h a n g e  o f  m i n d .
T h e y  a n e  f o u n d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l 2 O  f o u n d  i n  A c t s l : Z 0 ) .

3) lCor.  15:6-7 -  l r fhen Jesus appeared to Jameg, i t  could have
been the  ep isode tha t  changed James '  th ink ing  concern ing  who
h is  b ro ther  r las .  I t  i s  th is  same James tha t  r r i l l  become a
prorn inent  leader  a t  Jerusa lem a f te r  the  death  o f  James,
b r o t h e r  o f  J o h n  ( A c t s 1 2 ) r . ,

4 )  G a l , l r t T - l Q " r -  H e r e  i s  i r r e f u t a b l e  p r o o f  t h a t  J a m e e ,  t h e
Lord 's  b ro ther ,  r ' ras  an  apos t le .

5 )  6a l .2z9  -  Pau l  had gone r res tnard  to  Greece and poss ib ly
th rough to  Spa in  and Br i ta in .  Peter  had gone eas tward .
There fore ,  there  h .as  a  need fo r  an  apos t le  to  s tay  in
Jerusa lem.

BUT,  TAKE NOTE:  James r *as  no t  the  ch ie f  apos t le  ius t  becauge
he r+as  s ta t ioned a t  the  headquar te rs  church .  The scr ip tu res
c l e a r l y  s t a t e  r + h o  t h e  c h i e f  a p o s t l e  x a s . . .  i t  i s  P e t e r .
6 )  I t  i s  sa id  tha t  i t  xas  Peter  and John r rho  orda ined James
to  be  the  apos t le  over  Jerusa len .  Th ink .  I f  James wene the
c h i e f  a p t : s t l e ,  w h y  r + o u l d  h e ' l e t  t h e  o t h e r s  t e l l  h i m  w h e r e  h e
w a s  t o  b e  s t a t i o n e d ?  S e e  B a r c l a y ' s  C o n m .  p . t O .
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DATE OF THE EPISTLE

I t  i s  o i o s t  l o g i c a l  t h a t  h e  r * n o t n  t h e  e p i s t l e  i n  t h e  l a t e
6( t ' s  AD.  h lhy?  F i rs t ,  he  uou ld  have been 2O yrs .  s t rong in
t h e  C h u r c h ,  S e c o n d l y ,  h i s  e p i s t l e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  g o o d
teach ing  to  e ,xhor t  the  bre thren  ius t  be fore  the  se ige  o f
Jer -usa le rn ,  7OAD.

JAI'IES, THE t'lAN

A c t s l 5 :  1 5 - 1 9  -  J a m e s  i s  h e r e  s p e a k i n g  a s  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e
Church ,  (Vs ,  16  speaks  s f  the  Church  be ing  the  Tabernac le  o f
D a v i d .  T h e  v v .  o v e r a l l  e p e a k  e b o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e
C h u r c h ) .

A r t s 2 l : 1 8 - 2 6  -  J a m e s  r e c n a i n e d  i n  t h e  r i t u e l i s t i c  l e w .  H e
r+as very wel l  knoxn and a proninent f igure amclng thoge of
the  synaqogue.  He may have had t roub le  par t ing  f ro l r  them.

v .21  "Customs"  her ' r .  a re  the  t rad i t ions  o f  the  Jews
found in  OT la r+ .

vv.22-2& - Here is James in Jerusaleo keeping the OT
lax  (Th is  r+as  the  main  cause fo r  the  d issent ion  tha t
p l a g u e d  F a u l ) ,

A SUI,II.,TARY OF JAI'IES' LIFE

1)  He was conver ted  a f te r  the  r=gur rec t ion  o f  Jesus .

2, He becanre an fuclst1e and resident Pastor of the Jerusalem
Church .

3 )  H e  k e p t  t h e  r i t u a l i s t i c  l a w .

4)  He was no t  over  Peter  and Jshn.

THE AUD]ENCE HE ADDRES.JED

T h e  e p i s t l e  i t s e l f  w a s  c i r c u l a t e d  o u t g i d e  J e r u s a l e n .

Jameg says  the  ep is t le  i s  fo r  those "sca t te red  abroad"  (Br .

D i a s p o r a ) .  N h a t  h e  m e a n s  i s  t h e  e p i s t l e  i s  t o  b e  r e a d  b y  a l l
the  churches  sca t te red  abroad.

Jenusa lem a t  th is  t ime had a  record  r * re re  a l l  the  churches
r . lene loca ted .

N o w  c o n s i d e r ,  h , e  a r e  p i l g r i m s  a n d  s t r a n g e F s  o n  t h e  e a r t h t
I  i k e  A b r a h a m  r + a s  ( l P e t . l l 1 ) .  I n  J a s .  t : 2 ,  J a n r e s  c a l l s  t h i s
D i a s p o r a  " m y  b r e t h r e n "  { S e e  a l s o  J a s . 2 : 1 ;  3 ; 1 ;  5 : 1 4 t 1 9 ) .
So,  they  are  no t  jus t  the  sca t te red  Jews,  bu t  the  sca t te red



bre thren  mak ing  up  the  ty re lve  t r ibes .

J a r n e s  h e d  s e n t  t h e  e p i s t l e  o u t  k n o w i n g  i t  x a s  g o i n g  t o  r e a d
by  bo th  Jews and Gent i le .  l {hy?  Because a I I  o f  us  lnake up
t h e  I s r a e l  o f  E o d  ( 6 a 1 . 3 : 1 4 - 1 6 1 2 6 - 2 9 i  6 : 1 5 - 1 6 ) ,

S o ,  t h e  t w e l v e  t r i b e g  o f  f s r a e l  f o u n d  i n  J a s .  t : 1  m a k e  u p
6 o d ' s  C h u r c h .

THE THREE LANGUAEES trF PALESTIT€

1  )  6 r e e k .

?)  Hebrew/Ararna i  c .

3 ) L a t i n .

SECT5 THAT I{ERE PRESENT IN JAT.IES' DAY

1)  Scr ibes  and Phar isee 's .  They  were  the  lawyens o f  the
day .  They  ]$ere  the  ones  in  change o f  in te rpre t ing  the  law.
They sat in I ' loses'  seat ( t '1t .23:2-3).  They had the porler to
th ror . r  pecrp le  ou t  o f  the  synagogue (Jn-9 : f3 -22) .  Th is  i r  r rhy
many peop le  feared  them (v .221.

2 ,  Sadducees.  They  were  o f  the  pr ies t l y  l ine  o f  Zadok
( A c t s 2 3 : 6 - 8 )  ,

3 l  Egsenes.  They  be l ieved in  conmuna l  l i v ing .

4 )  Z e a l o t s .  T h e s e  h f e r e  p e l i t i c a l  f a n a t i c s  i  ( L k . 6 :  1 3 )  -

5 )  Herod iang,  They  be l ieved tha t  th rough Henod,  Jerusa lem
r * o u l d  b e  r e s t o r e d  

' ( F l t . 3 : 6 )  
.

6 )  Theraputae .  They  r le re  e rys t i cs  who rder€ l  spread * ide ly
th roughout  Egypt .

7 ,  Samar i tang.  They  adopted  Jewish  cu l tu re  and thought -
A I s o  c a l l e d  A r e m e a n g .

DMSION OF THE JEt rS

1)  He l lens .  They  were  Jer*s  who had adopted  the  cu l tune,
thought  and language o f  the  Greeks .

? ,  The Hebrens .  These wou ld  on ly  speak  Hebrew/Arana ic
( A c t s 6 :  I  )  .

ouT oF 1o5 VERSES, THERE ARE 60 If.|PERATIVE STATE?,|ENTS (COiIHANDS)
FOIJND IN THE EFISTLE OF JAI"IEs.



TEXT

CF|APTER TI\E

VERSE 1r

J a r n e s ,  a  s e r v a n t . . .

The nasre  ' James '  c rn  be  t rans la ted  Joshua,  o r  Jesus .  I t
I i t e r a l l y  m e a n s ,  " t a k e  h o l d  o f  t h e  h e e l " ,  o r  " s u p p l a n t " .

Servant  =  Gr .  du los ,  r {h ich  rneans  "bond-s lave ' .  Two aspec ts
o f  d u l o s  a r e , . . 1 )  A b g o l u t e  e b e d i e n c e ,  h u n r i I i t y ,  a n d
I o y a l t y . " . 2 )  O n e  w h o  i s  p a i d  f s r  a n d  b o u g h t  x i t h  a  p r i c e .
l . t re are not trur crwn, for we have the mind of Jesus
( 1 C o r . 6 : 1 9 ;  P h i 1 . 2 : 5 )

E o d  a n d  t h e  L o n d  J e s u s  C h r i s t . . .

Janeg recsgn izes  tha t  there  r re  on ly  two in  the  6odhead.

T o  t h e  t r + e i v e  t r i b e s  s c a t t e r e d  a b r o a d . . .

S c a t t e r e d  =  E t ^ .  d i a s p o r a .  l l h i c h  o e a n s ,  " D i s p e r s i o n " -  T h e r e
h f e r e  f  i v e  o f  t h e s e  d i s p e r s i o n s  i n  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y . . .

1 )  J u d . S r 1 7 ;  1 8 : 1  -  D a n  h a d  b u i l t  s h i p s  t o  g a i l  t h e
l ' led i te r renean.  Then they  migra ted  to  var ious  par ts  o f  i t .

2 ,  2 K g s .  t 7 z 4 - 6  -  f s r a e l  g e t s  c a r r i e d  a w a y  t o  A s s y r i a .

3 )  2 K g s . 2 4 z t o - l l r 1 4  -  N e b u c h a d n e z z a r  t a k e s  t h e  J e w s  t o
B a b y l o n .  *

4) 353-35OBC - Alexander the 6reat had cclme onto the scene.
He had t rea ted  the  Jens  k ind ly -  He nou ld  ga ther  many
together  and t ranspor t  them to  var ic rus  areas .  A lexandr ia  o f
Egypt  became a  haven fo r  many o f  the  Jewg.  h lh i le  they  l i ved
t h e r e ,  t h e y  b u i l t  a  T e m p l e  a t  L e o n t o p o l i s  t h a t  m a t c h e d  t h e
beauty  o f  the  Jerusa lem Temple .

5)  Pompei i  t ranspor ts  the  Jews to  Rome,  c .63BC.

*  Concern ing  the  Jews a t  Baby lon :  I t  was  dur ing  th is
c a p t i v i t y  t h a t  t h e y  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  f o r  p r i v a t e
worsh ip ,  Hhen they  r+ere  depor ted  f rom Jerusa lem,  they  had
t a k e n  w i t h  t h e m  v a r i o u s  p o r t i o n s  e f  s c r i p t u r e .  T h i s  a c t i o n
h a d  a  g r e a t  a f f e c t  o n  s p r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e
r , r o r l d ,  F o r  i t  g a v e  e x p o s u F e  t o  O T  s c r i p t u r e  i n  t h e  p a g a n
w s r l d .



NorE:  Frorn  TooFC to  the  t ime o f  chr is t ,  these D ispers ions
had taken the  Jer+s  a I l  Gver  the  t ted i te r renean.

N i lTE ALSO:  The D ispers ion  o f  the  Dan i tes  and Fers ians  (under
A l e x a n d e r )  n e r e  v o l u n t a r y .  T h e  o t h e r s  H e r e  i n v o l u n t a r y .

6 r e e t i n g s . . .
F n o m  t h e  6 r .  c h e i r o .  L i t e r a l l y  =  R e j o i c e !

EXCURSUS:

From here  on  James hones in  on  t r ro  dominete  top ics  th roughout  the
e p i s t l e ,  T h e y  a r e :  G g i n g  s n t o  p e r f e c t i o n ,  a n d ,  A  c o n t r a s t
b e t r + e e n  t r u e  a n d  f a l g e  r e l i g i o n

FOURTEEN KEYS FOR 6OING ONTO PERFECTICIN

1 )  1 c 2 - 3 r 1 2  -  R e j o i c e  i n  t r i a l s  a n d  e n d u r e  t h e m .

7 ,  l : 4  -  L e t  p a t i e n c e  h a v e  h e r  p e r f e c t  w o r k .

3 )  1 : 5  -  R e a l i z e  t h a t  w i g d o m  c c l n e s  f r o n  6 o d .

4 ,  l sLT -  Every  good and per fec t  g i f t  cornes  f rom God.

5) 1t22 - Be doers of the word and not hearers only.

6 '  2z l  -  Do no t  be  a  respec ter  o f  perscrns .

7 1  3 : 2  -  C o n t r o l  t h e  t o n g u e .

A )  4 2 2  -  P r a y  t o  6 o d  i n  f a i t h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  x i l l ,

9 )  4 2 4  -  L o v e  n o t  t h e  r * o r l d .

1 0 )  4 t 7  -  F l e e  e v i l .  R e s i s t  t h e  D e v i l .

1 1 )  4 : 1 0  -  H u r n b l e  y o u r s e l f  t o  G o d -

l Z t  5 : 1 2  -  S w e a r  n o t  a t  a l l .

l 3 '  5 : 1 9 - 2 O ;  4 : 1 1 - 1 2 ;  ? s 1 3  -  E x e r c i s e  J u d g e m e n t ,  l , l e n c y ,  a n d
F a  i  t h .

1 4 )  2 t 2 2  -  D o  a l l  i n  f a i t h .  T h i s  c u t s  a c r o s g  s l r  t h e  a b o v e .

I



A CANTRAST BETIIEEN TRUE AND FALSE RELIEION

1 )  1 : 8  -  A  d o u b l e  m i n d e d  n a n  i g  u n s t a b l e .

2 ,  2 : 1 - 9  -  R e s P e c t e r  o f  P e n s o n s .

5 )  1 : 1 5 - 1 5  -  L u g t  a n d  t e m P t a t i o n .

4)  l t22  -  Be ing  r  hearer  o f  the  b fo rd  on ly l  care legs  and

forge t fu l  hear ing  o f  the  t ' l o rd .

5 )  t : 2 6  -  H a v i n g  t h e  f o r e i  o f  r e l i g i o n .

6 )  2 : 1 0  -  P a r t i a l  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  l a w .

7 '  2 : 1 9 - 2 0  -  I n t e l  l e c t u a l  a s c e n t  t o  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  r e f u s i n g

t o  l i v e  b y  f a i t h  ( T h i s  i s  w h a t  S a t a n  l i v e g  b y ) .

B)  3 :2 ,  10  -  l ' l i suse  o f  tongue-

9 )  3 :  1 4 - 1 6  -  E n v Y i n g  a n d  s t r i f e .

10)  4 :3  -  Unangwered PraYer -

l l )  4 2 4  -  L o v i n g  t h e  r r o r l d '

1 2 )  4 : 1 1 - 1 2  -  S p e a k i n g  e v i l  o f  a n d  j u d g i n g  y o u r  b r o t h e r .

f S )  4 : 1 5 - 1 6  -  S w e a r i n g  a n d  a c t i n g  p r e s u m p t u o u s l y '

1 4 )  4 t 1 7  -  S i n  o f  o m i s s i o n  a n d  n e g l e c t -

1 5 )  5 : 1 - 1 1  -  O P P r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P o o r -

VERSE 2:

. . . v a r i o u s  t r i a l 5 . . .

T r i a l s  =  G r .  p e i r a E m D s .  L i t .  t o  t r y r  t o  t e s t  r * i t h  a n

i n t e n d e d  a i m  i n  m i n d .  I t ' s  a i m  i s  t o  t a k e  a r * a y  a l l

i n p u r  i  t Y .

HOtl DO,-S 6BD ALLOhf US TO BE PUT TO THE TEST?

1) BY DEi"IANDING EREATER SACRIFICE. EVEN r|O'^EgO thAt YOUT
las t  tes t  non ' t  be  ag  hard  as  your  nex t  tes t  ( t ' l o te :  Satan

tempts  fo r  des t ruc t ion ,  bu t  6od a l lows teg ts  fo r  g rowth  and

p r o d u c i n g  f r u i t  t J n '  1 5 : 1 - 2 1 r  -
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2,  BY LEADING US IN A DIFFICULT t {AY.  A  way tha t  doesn ' t
m a k e  s e n s e ,  u s u a l l y  b e c a u s e  r r e ' r e  l o o k i n g  i t  a t  i t  i n  a

' F h y s i c a l  r { a v .  G o d  r + a n t s  u s  t o  l o o k  a t  t h i n g s  s p i r i t u a l l y - . .
t o  t r u s t  h i m n  b e l i e v e  h i n  a n d  d o  x h a t  h e  s a y s .  A n  e x a m p l e
i s  f o u n d  i n  E x , 1 3 : 1 7  -  6 o d  } e d  t h e m  i n  a  x a y  t h e y  d i d  n o t
k n o r . . . a  r n c r r e  d i f  f u c u l t  a n d  u n f a m i l i a r  r r a y .  A n d  h e  l e a d s  u s
in  such a  r " lay  tha t  the  on ly  xey  to  surv ive  is  re l iance upon
h i n r  a n d  h i m  a l o n e .

3) HE GIVES US THE BPPORTIJII I t rTY OF CHOICE (DEUT,5O:19).
Th ink .  l r le  a re  nak ing  cho ices  every  minu te ,  hour ,  and day
t h a t  w i l l  e f f e c t  o u r  e t e r n i t y  ( l P e t . 4 : 1 2 - 1 3 ) .  S o l o m o n  h a d
c h o s e n  w i s d o m ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  n a k e  t h e  r i g h t
cho i t res .  And,  how do we ge t  cho ices? God puts  them in
f ron t  o f  ouF faces  and has  us  dec ide .

4) BY PUTTING US THROUGH FHRD TASKS THAT SEE}I II.IPOSSIBLE.
.  J n . 6 z 5 ' - 7  -  t r t h a t  P h i l i p  s h o u l d  h a v e  s a i d  x a s ' C h r i s t  h a d  t h e

p o l { e r  t o  f e e d  t h e  p e o p l e .  S e e ,  h e  w a s  t h i n k i n g  p h y s i c a l l y t
n o t  s p i r i t u a l l y .

5) GOD PERI'IITS t'lEN TO SUFFER I|HILE DOING HIS I{ORK. In
Acts l6 :23-29r  you see the  a t t i tude  o f  Pau l  and S i las  under
d iverse  t r ia l  and hardsh ip .  They  sang hymns!  t {hy?  They
a p p l i e d  J a s l : 2 1  S e e  Z C o r . l l z 7 4 - 2 € l  -  H e r e  i s  P a u l ' s  e x t e n t
of r ' rhat God does to those rrho do his $fork. ZCor.4z7-t t
s h t r w s  P a u l ' s  a t t i t u d e  t h r o u g h o r . r t  a l l  h i s  t r i a l g .

6) E}OD ALLOT{S TIT'IE AND CHANCE TO BE A TRIAL FBR US.
Sonet imeg acc idents  do  happen (But  no te l  when a  t r ia l  does
c t r m e ,  e x a m i n e  y o u r s e l f  t o  s e e  i f  s o m e t h i n g  i s  u p . . - y o u  m a y
f i n d  o u t  t h a t  i t ' s  n e t  a  t r i a l ,  b u t  c i r c u m s t a n c e ) .
Rememberr oo matter how the tr ia l  crr  test cones upr turn to
6 o d  f o r  h e l p .

7l  BY THE DELAYING OF UNAhISit tERED PRAYER. See Ps, 13:1-2 -

G o d  m a y  a l l o n  a  t r i a l  o r  d i f  f  i c u l t y  t o  c o n t i n u e .  t { h y ?  I t
i s  th rough su f fe r ing  tha t  r ' re  learn  obed ience.  See how Dav id
a p , . r o a c h e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n , . . v v . 3 - 4  -  H e  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s .
V v . 5 - 6  -  H e  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  a  r i g h t  a t t i t u d e  n h e n  h e l p  w a s
d e l a y e d .  B U T . . .

CAN'T WE EET RESULTS FRO!,I FAITHFUL PRAYER?

S e e  l f t . 9 z 2 7 - 2 9  -  T h i s  b l i n d . a n  w a s  h e a l e d ,  y e t  h e  l a s  n o t
u n d e r  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  i . e .  h e  h a d  n o t  r e p e n t e d  o r
been bapt ized ;  he  on ly  be l ieved tha t  Jesus  xas  l * less iah .

fn  cont ras t ,  when we corne in to  the  covenant  o f  sacr i f i ce ,  r+e
h a v e  s a i d  x e  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  f o r s a k e  a l l ,  e v e n  o u r  o l . r n  s e l f .

You see, God knor+s what r .re need to overcorne and to obtain
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h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n h e r i t  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  6 o d .  s o t
G o d  E i e y  l e a v e  u g  i n  a  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  f o r  t h e
o b t a i n i n g  e f  h i s  p u r ^ p o s e  ( i n s t e a d  o f  h e a l  i n g  u s  i n m e d i a t e l y t
I  i l < e  t h e  b l  i n d  n a n )  .

h l i t h o u t  t e s t i n g ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  F a i t h  +  H o P e  =  L o v e  i s
n e g e t e d .  $ o m e  i n = i s t  o n  t u r n i n g  t o  H e b . 1 3 ; B  a n d  p l a c i n g  i t
r . r i t h  t l t . 9  t o  s a y  t h a t  6 o d  m u g t  h e a l  i m 6 e d i a t c l y .  B u t  t h i s
is jugt not t rue. The REAI- need is to have the character of
6 o d  d e v e l o p e d  i n  u F r  n e t  t o  h e v e  i n s t a n t  h e a l i n g  o r  i n s t a n t
f i n a c i a l  g a i n .

Fo lks ,  once yc lu  a re  conver ted ,  the  process  o f  t r ibu la t ion
doeE nqt c! :ranqe! t lhen you entered the covenant of
s a t r r i f i c e ,  y o u  g a v e  y o u r  t i f e  t o  G o d .  I n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t
se ,ns ,er  you  sa id  to  6odr " l r f f ra tever  i s  necessary ;  xha tever  i t
t a k e s .  "  s o  t r u s t  G o d  a n d  l i v e  b y  f a i t h ,  p u t t i n g  a l l  t h i n g s

'  
i n t a  h i =  h a n d s .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  f a i t h  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  t * i t h
i s r m e d i a t e  h e a l i n g .  t l e  w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  t r i a l s  i n  o r d e r  t o
g e t  c l c ] s e r  t o  G o d ,  t o  d r a n  n i g h  u n t o  h i m  ( P s .  1 L 9 r , 6 7 1 9 2 - 9 3 ) r
n o t  t o  b e  i n s t a n t l Y  h e a l e d !

Tr ia ls  shou ld  d raw us  to  our  kneeg to  o t r r  Erea tor  and to

d i t i g e n t l Y  s t u d Y  h i s  t r f o n d .

VERSE 5:

. , .  t e s t i n g . .  -

Br .  dok i * ion .  I t  r *as  a  r ro rd  used fo r  the  pur i f  i ca t ion
prc } t ress  tha t  anade s te r l ing  co inage.  I t  i s  usd  in  th is

contex t  here  to  shovr  the  h igh  qua l i t y  p roduced th rough
t r i a l s .

VERSES 2-3=

C o u n t  i t  a 1 l  j o y  w h e n  y c r u  f a l l  i n t o  v a r i o u s  t r i a l s t  k n o w i n g  t h a t

t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  y o u r  f a i t h  p r o d u c e s  p a t i e n c e .

Once sanc t i f ied  h ,e  a re  to  be  t r ied .  So,  count  the  cos t  c ln

w h a t ' s  c o m i n g  u p  i n  y o u r  n e r {  l i f e  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  t o

G o d ,  b e c a u g e  t r i a l s  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  c o s t  ( L k - 1 4 : 2 F J r .

God is  go ing  to  a l lo r r  t ra i l s  to  come to  see whether  you

p l a c e  g r e a t e r  a f f e c t i o n  s n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n
C h r i s t . . .  e v e n  t 1 u r  o p n  s e l f ,  G o d ,  t h r o u g h  t r i a l s r  m a k e s

s u r e  o f  t h i s .  I n  l ' l t . 1 9 l  1 7  i t  s a y s ,  " . . ,  i f  y o u  r , r o u l d  e n t e r

I  i  f  e ,  keep the  conrsnandments .  .  .  "  Bu t ,  keep ing  6od 's  law is
jus t  the  beg inn ing .  See vv .21-22 -  Th is  nan r . ,es  no t  even

x i l l i n g  t o  r e n d  h i s  g a r r n e n t  l e t  a l o n e  h i s  h e a r t .  l d e  m u s t  b e
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r + i  I  I  i n g  t o  f o r a a k e  a l  l .

Rom,B:34-3? -  Here  ar *e  some exatnp les  o f  what  can s top  us
f ro rn  overcoming and f rom the  love  o f  Chr is t .  The key  to
c o n q u e r ^ i n g  t h e s e  i s  f o u n d  i n  v . 3 5 . - , T h i s  v -  i s  t h e  a t t i t u d e
t h a t  c a r r i e s  u s  t h r o u g h  t r i a l s .  I t ' g  t h e  a t t i t u d e  E o d  w a n t s
u s  t o  h a v e .  I t  i s  w i t h  t h i s  t h a t  y u  c a n  s u r v i v e
s p i r i t u a l l y .  B u t  t o  d o  t h i s  y o u  o r u s t  d r a w  n e a r  t o  G i o d  w i t h
p r a y e r r  s t u d y ,  m e d i t a t i o n ,  a n d  f a s t i n g .  W . 3 7 - 3 9  a r e  d o n e
b y  a p p l y i n g  v . 3 5  a l s o -

VERSE 4:

L e t  p e t i e n c e  h a v e  h e r  p e r f e c t  n o r k , . .

P a t i e n c e  =  G r .  h u p o r n o n e .  I t  d e n o t e s  a n x i c u p  a n t i c i p a t i o n .
Hupomone is  a  r$eans  by  wh ich  hre  rnove fo rxard ,  i ,e .  to  take
t r i a l  f o r  r r h a t  i t  i s  a n d  s e e  w h a t  t h e  e n d  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e
w h i l e  e n d u r i n g  i t .

. . . t h a t  y o u  r n a y  b e  p e r f e c t  a n d  c o m p l e t e t  l a c k i n g  n o t h i n g .

P e r f e c t  =  B r .  t e i e i o s .  P e r f e c t i o n  t s w a r d s  a  g i v e n  e n d ;
I ' t a t u r i t y  i n  b e i n g  f u l l  g r o w n .

C o m p l e t e  =  6 r .  h o l o k l e r o s  -  e n t i r e r  p e r f e c t  i n  e v e r y  p a r t .

L a c k i n g  n o t h i n g  =  6 " .  h e i p o s t h a i  -  a  f a i l u r e  t o  m e e t  a
s tandard  tha t  must  be  met .

THE PURPOSE FOR TRIALS

1)  SO THAT YOU t f ILL  CEASE FRS' I  S IN.  1Pet .4 :1  "he  tha t
su f fe rs  in  the  f lesh  t reaset  f rom s in -  "  Learn  the  lesson o f
the  s in  commi t ted  to  you and remember  hor+  much they  hur t -
Th is  i s  how you learn  no t  to  do  them to  o thers .  There  is
n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  J a s . 1 t 2  r * a y  o f  s i n  ( i ' e .  h a v i n g  v a r i o u s
t r i a l s ) .

2,  SO t lE NILL LEARN BBEDIENCE. Heb.S:B-9 -  Jesus becane
per fec t  th rough su f fe r ing .  So,  ne  a lso  learn  sbed ience
t h r o u g h  s u f f e r i n g .

3)  SO YOU t f ILL  HATE EVIL .  Take a  good '  hard  look  a t  the
r r o r l d  a n d  s e e  h o w  i t  i s  g o i n g ;  w h e r e  i t  i s  g o i n g .  P r . B : 1 3

t  * . *  L e a r n  t o  h a t e  e v i l .  W h e n  y o u  s e e  t h e  f r u i t  o f  e v i l  x a y s t
seek  to  unders tand whv there  is  a  need to  ha te  them.

4) SO t lE t f ILL GO ON TO I ' IATURITY-
b e c o r n e  p e r f  e c t  ( E p h . 4 :  1 5 ) ,

1 3
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5) 58 WE htILL LEARN TO TRUST 6ODr RELY 0{ HI} l ,  ANp BELIEVE
THAT HE IS  DUR CREATOR (P5.27r ,  Learn  to  f lee  to  Chr is t  our
R o c l . ; .  T o  p u t  t r u r  f  a i t h  e n d  c o n f  i d e n c e  i n  h i n .  P s . 2 7 t t 4
s a y s  t o  " l r l a i t  o n  t h e  L O R D , "  I t  i s  s o  w e  a r i g h t  t r u s t  i n  h i r n .

6) TO LEARN TFiE PROVIDENCE BF GOD. The providence of Bod
i s ,  G o d  h a s  o u r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .  A n  e x a m p l e  i s
f o u n d  i n  G e n . 4 5 : 1 - 5  -  6 o d  i s  l a o k i n g  o u t  f o r  u s  y e a r s  i n
a d v a n c e .  J o s e p h ' s  l i f e  r ' { a s  e q u a l  t o  a  l i f e  o f  p r o v i d e n c e .
By  hav ing  God r . l i th  your  no t  one th ing  x i l l  happen to  you
t h a t  d o e g  n o t  h a v e  G o d ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  S e e  a l l  t h a t  6 o d
d i d  ( v v . 6 - E }  c f  .  R o r n . 8 : Z E l ) .

7,  THAT ldE | ' t IGl-{T FEAR i IDRE FRUIT. Jn,15:1-2 -  Eiod the
F a t h e r  h a s  a  d i r e c t  h a n d  i n  g i v i n g  t r i a l s  ( n o t e r  " . . . h e
p u r g e s . .  -  " ) .

. B) THAT lrJE l'fI6HT DEVELBP COURAGE AND PATIENCE FOR THE TIt'tE
BF TRIALS, They are ts rnake you seek 6od through his ldord
( J a g .  1 : 4 )  .

9} TO HAVE THE CREATOR GBD trREATE HIS CHARACTER IN YOU. It
y o u  a r e  p r - a y i n g ,  f a s t i n g ,  s t u d y i n g ,  a n d  m e d i t a t i n g ,  G o d  c a n
d e v e l o p  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i n  y o u .

l P e t , 1 ; 6 - 7  -  r ' . . . o u F  f a i t h  w h i c h  i s  m u c h  n o F e  p r e c i o t r s  t h a n
g o l d . . . "  W e  r a n t  t o  d e v e l o p  6 o d ' t  E r e .  g o l d .

1 J n . 4 : 8 r 1 6  -  " E o d  i s  l o v e . *  L o v e  =  G r .  e g a p e .  T h i s  l o v e  i s
6od in  ac t iong sp i r i tua l  love .  h le  want  to  become Eod es  6od
i s  E o d ,  L o v e  =  F a i t h  +  F b p e . . ,  ( s e e  b e l o w ) .  - .

F A I T H + H O P E = L O V E

tCor .13 :13  -  h fha t  do  you need to  become Eod? Love.  Love ig
w h a t  h , e ' r e  t o  b e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i n  l i f e .  l C o r .  1 3  s h o w s  h o w
G o d  - w i t h  o u r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n -  w i l l  c r e a t e  i n  u s  h i s
m i n d .  V v . 4 - B  s h o r . r s  6 o d ' s  c h a r a c t e r  i n  a c t i o n .  V e r s e  1 3
s p e a k s  o f  t h r e e  t h i n g s  t h a t  v l i l l  a b i d e  f o r e v e r  -  f a i t h t
hope,  and love .  Note ,  they  are  here  in  a  sequence.  One
I e a d s  t o  a n o t h e r :  L i v i n g  b y  f a i t h  a n d  h o p e  w i l l  l e a d  t o  l o v e
i . e .  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d .  F a i t h  i n  6 s d  h e l p s  t o  s e e  t h e
h o p e  t h a t  G o d  i s  a n d  h e  w i l l  s e e  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h .  1 T i n . 1 ; 5  -

F a i t h  g i v e s  y o u  h e p e .  H e b .  l l :  I  s ' e y 5 '  f a i t h  i s  w h a t  l e a d s  y o u
t s  t h e  t h i n g s  h o p e d  f e r .

R s m , 4 z t 7 - 1 8  -  H e n e  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  H e b . 1 1 : 1  ( " . . . c o n t r a r y

t o  h o p e .  ,  .  "  =  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h i s  r + s r l d i  " .  .  '  i n  h o p e
b e l  i e v e d . .  .  "  =  t h e  h o p e  o f  6 o d ) .  V v . 1 9 - 2 O  -  A b r a h a m  a n d
S a r a h  t r a r n e  t o g e t h e r  ( t h e y  d i d  w o r k s  b y  t h e i r  f a i t h ) t  t h e y
b e l i e v e d  r + h a t  E o d  s a i d ,  a n d  s o  I s a a c r  t h e  s o n  o f  p r o r n i s e t
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was ctrnceived ( i f  Abrahan end Sarah r,rould not have ctrmc
together ,  I saac  nou ld  have never  been born) .  Igaac  was the
s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h i n g s  h o p e d  f o r  -  t h e  S o n  o f  P r o m i s e .
F a i t h  i s :  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  l a w  o f  B o d r  f o r  y o u  n u s t  b e l i v e  i n
6od and do  r *ha t  he  saysr  xh ichr  by  the  uray t  invo lve  the
r + e i g h t i e r  m a t t e r s  o f  t h e  l a w  ( 1 1 t . 2 3 : 2 3 ) .

H o p e  i s :  f i i o n e  a b s t r a c t .  I t ' s  w i s h i n g  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n e  t
w h i c h  i s  b y  f a i t h  b a g e d  o n  G o d ' g  l a w .

Rorn .4 :22-52? -  b le  go  th rough the  process  o f  ius t i f  i ca t ion
a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  b y  f a i t h  i n  t h e  d e a t h  c r f  C h r i s t  a n d  b y
t h e  h o p e  o f  h a v i n g  e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  G o d  ( 5 : 2 ) .

Rorn .5 :3 -5  -  Here  is  the  ac tua l  p rocess  o f  God c rea t ing  in
y o u  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  N o t e  v . 3  -  l r l e  a r e  t o  g l o r y  i n  t h i s
p n o c e s s  ( J a s .  t t ? l  I

Rorn .5 :3 -4  -  Once l re  go  th rough a l l  the  t ry ing ,  6sd  counts
t h a t  a s  p r o o f  { c h a r a c t e r } ,  t h a t  r r e  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s t a n d
before  h im.  There fore ,  love  is  the  subs tance tha t  we are  to
h o p e  f o r .

H o p e  =  l T h e g . S : B  -  I t  i s  h a v i n g  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e  c o n s t a n t l y
b u r n i n g  x i t h i n  o u r  m i n d  ( E p h . 6 = l 7 l -

VERSE 5:

I f  a n y  o f  y o u  l a c k s  x i s d o m ,  l e t  h i m  a s k  o f  G o d ,  w h o  g i v e s  t o  a l l
l i b e r a l l y  a n d  n i t h o u t  r e p r o a c h ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  h i m -

To inher i t  w isdon,  you nus t  f i r s t  go  to  Bod and rea l l y
beseech h im.  Seek to  unders tand how Eod g ives  w igdom.
t r f i s d o m  i s  c o r r e c t  k n o r * l e d g e  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  J a s . 3 : 1 3 - l E l
-  God"s  w isdom vs .  Satan 's .  Here  James shows the
charac ter is t i cs  o f  sorneone t ' rho  is  t ru ly  w ise :  He is
" .  .  .  p u r e ,  p e a c e a b l e ,  g e n t l e ,  r * i  I  I  i n g  t o  y i e l d t  f u l  I  o f  n e n c y
a n d  g o o d  f  r u i t s ,  r . r i t h o u t  p e r t i a l i t y  a n d  w i t h o u t  h y p o c r i s y .  "

L i b e r a l l y  =  G r .  h a p l o t e s -  H a v i n g  n o  u l t e r i o r  r n o t i v e s ;
w i t h o u t  d i s s i m i  I a t  i o n .

A s k  =  E r .  a i t e o .  T c  d i l i g e n t l y  s e e k i  t o  p o u r  o u t  y o u r  h e a r t
fo r ;  to  beseech.

,  HOUI DO YDU OBTAIN EOD'S I{ ISDOT'I?

I n  J a s . 3 z l 4 r l 7  G o d ' s  r + i s d o m  a n d  S a t a n ' s  w i s d t r m  e r e
c o n t r a s t e d .  S a t a n ' s  =  € F l v y r  s t r i f e ,  c o n f u s i o n .  G o d ' s  =

F u r e ,  p e a c e f u l ,  g e n t l e .
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S o ,  h o w  d o  y o u  g e t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l l i g d o m ?  P r " t z l - 7  -  A s  y o u
b e E i n  t o  o b t a i n  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p r o p e r l y  u s e  i t t  y o u  x i l l
s t a r t  t o  i n h e r i t  x i g d o r n .  A s  6 o d  b e g i n s  t o  g i v e  y o u
k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  s h o r +  t h a t  ) ' o u  I s v e  t h a t  k n o x l e d g e t
y o u  s t a r t  l e a r n i n g  t o  h a t e  t h i s  n o r l d ' s  k n o w l e d g e '
P r . ? : 1 - 9  =  E i g h t  r . l e y s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  x i s d o m :

1 ) Rece i  ve God 's l .Jord.

2 ,  H ide  the  comrnandments .

3 )  I n c l i n e  m y  e a r  t o  i t  ( s i s d o m ) .

4> AppIy  rny  hear t  to  unders . tand ing-

5 )  C r y  f o r  k n o x l e d g e .

6 )  L i f t  u p  m y  v o i c e  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

7 ,  S e e k  h e r  ( w i s d o m )  a s  s i l v e r .

B)  Search  fo r  her  ( r i sdoml  as  h idden t reasure .

P s . 1 1 t : 1 O  -  I n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  x i s d o m ,  y o u  n e e d  a  g o o d
unders tand ing  o f  Eod 's  co{Bmandments-  An example  o f  x isdo t l
used in  a  Hrcrng  way is  Job.  He had a  mind  fo r  w isdomt  bu t
d id  no t  as  ye t  unders tand,  Job judQed God and jus t i f ied

h imqe l f  ins tead o f  the  o ther  wav around.  l {e  must  JUDEE
OURSELF AND JUSTIFY EOD! The lat ter is the therne of the
B o o k  o f  J o b .  N o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g . . .

J o b t : 1  -  J o b  s h u n n e d  e v i l  w h i c h  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n q  o f  x i s d o m ,
But  xhat  p roceeds th is  he lps  us  to  see tha t  th is  i s  no t
enough,

Job51:5  -  Job  - r * i th  h is  r * i sdom-  thought  he  cou ld  reeson w i th
God face  to  face  ( t {e  have th is  chance 24  hrs .  a  day .  l {e  ta lk
to  6od th rough Frayer  and he  ta lks  to  us  th rough h is  Word) .

J o b 3 2 ; 7 r 9  -  h f i s d o r n  i n  a n d  o f  i t s e l f  i s  n s t  a l w a y s  t h e
a n s w e r ,  . . 6 o d  g i v e s  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

J o b 3 3 : 6  -  H e r e ,  E l i h u  i s  g i v i n g  J o b  h i g  r ' r i s h  t o  t a l k  t o  G o d
f a c e  t o  f a c e .

E l i h u  h a d  r e a l i z e d  h e  w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  c l a y ,  s o  h e  d i d  n o t
j u d g e  J o b  h i m s e l f  ( l ' l i n i s t e r s  s h o u l d  c a r r y  t h i s  s a m e
a t t i t u d e ) .

Vv .7-9  -  Fu t  Job  had thought  tha t  he  was per fec t .

V e r s e  1 0  -  5 o  J o b  b l a m e d  G o d  f o r  h i s  t r i a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n
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t h i n k i n g  t h a t  6 o d  h a d  h i g  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t  w h e n  h e
l e t  g a t a n  t e s t  h i m  ( J o b  x a s  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  w o r k s  o f  S a t a n
t o  6 o d ) .

Verse 13 - 6od shor*s that he does not have to ansxer to a
m a n .

Verse 24 - The Rangom and Atonement = a mediator for the
s i n n e r  ( S e e  v . 2 3  [ T o d a y ,  i t  i s  t r h r i s t ] ) .

Verge 26  -  God wou ld  have g iven Job r igh teousness  i f  he  had
o n l y  o b e y e d .

V e r s e  ? 7  -  S a y i n g  " f  h e v e  s i n n e d "  i s  j u d g i n g  y o u r s e l f .

Verge 2A -  I f  you  t ' l i l l  i udge yourse l f  and repent r  then God
x i l l  t a k e  a F r a y  t h e  t r i a t  t h a t  h e ' s  b e e n  u s i n g  i n  t r y i n g  t o
get  you to  repent  !

Verse 55 is the key verse. Job had not yet learned that God
is  ius t i f ied  in  every th ing  he  does  and so  nan needs to  judge

h i n s e l f  ,  t o  s e e  w h a t  h e ' s  d o i n g  l t r o n g ,  a n d  t u r n  t o  E o d '

J o b 3 6 : 4 - 6  -  Y o u  m u s t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  l o o k  o n t o  t h e  h e a r t .

Job42;1-3  -  Jab  is  say ing  tha t  he  d id  no t  undenstand the
pur -pos€ l  o f  h is  t r ia lg -  But  then he  came to  see tha t  h is  own
se l f  s tood aga ins t  6od (vv .4 -5) .  Job  then repents  a f te r
a c k n o r + l e d g i n g  h i s  m i s t a k e s  ( v . 6 ) .

See the  example  o f  Dav id  and how he inmed ia te ly  judges

h imse l f  be fore  Eod (Ps .51) .  To  have w isdotn  you nus t  a lways
j u d g e  y o u r s e l f  a n d  j u s t i f y  G o d .

1Cor .  L tz?7-28 -  In  o rder  to  iudge yourse l f ,  i t  must  be  in
t h e  t i g h t  o f  6 o d ' s  l . f o n d  ( e x a m i n e  =  E r '  d o k i m i T o ' t o  t r y ;
t e s t ) .

V e r s e  2 9  -  " d i s c e r n i n g  ( E r .  d i a k r i n o  =  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o )  t h e  L o r d ' s  b o d y . "  T h e  C h u r c h  i s  h i s  b o d y
( E p h . 5 : 2 3 )  .

l C o r , 1 O : 1 6 - 1 7  -  A n d  w e  a r e  a l l  o n e  b o d y -  T h e  p r o b l e s n  w i t h
t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  w a s  t h a t  d i d  t h e y  n o t  d i s c e r n  ( i u d g e )  w h a t
the  Church  r+as ,  So,  they  became d iv ided and judged amcrng
t h e r n s e l v e s ,  n o t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G o d ' s  s t a n d a r d s .

V e r s e  3 1  I f  r . r e  w i l l  n o t  j u d g e  o u r s e l v e s r  t h e n  6 o d  w i l l
j u d g e  u s  f o r  u s  v i a  t r i a l s ;  l e s t  w e  d i e  u n c o n v e r t e d .
Y o u r  l i f e  i s  I  i k e  a  c i r c l e  d i v i d e d  u p  i n t o  . n a n y  s l i c e g .  Y o u
cannot  d r . ra l  l  on  ius t  one and expec t  to  be  a  who le .  You nrug t
p a r t a l < e  o f  a l  I  p i e c e s ,  t h u s  p a r t a k i n g  o f  t h e  w h o l e  c i r c l e .
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VERSE 6 :

B u t  l e t  h i m  a s k  i n  f a i t h ,  w i t h  n o  d o u b t i n g ,  f s r  h e  x h o  d o u b t s  i s
l i k e  a  w a v e  o f  t h e  s e a  d r i v e n  a n d  t o s s e d  b y  t h e  w i n d .

Doubt ing  =  Gr '  d iakr ino .  I t  n reans  here  thorough judge6ent .
Doubt ing  is  . 'ne  o f  the  four  g rea t  enen ies  o f  fa i th .

T h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h i s  v .  i s  r e j o i c i n g  i n  o u r  t r i a l s .  t f h y
s h o u l d  r * e  n o t  l a c k  f a i t h  d u r i n g  t r i a l s ?  s e e  E p h . 6 z t 6  -
H a v i n g  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  f a i t h  r * i t h  y o u r  t h e  f  i e r y  d a r t s  o f
S a t a n  n i l l  n o t  p e n e t r a t e  y o u . . - N o  m a t t e r  n h a t  h e  f i r e s  a t
y o u .  B y  l e t t i n g  p a t i e n c e  h a v e  h e r  p e r f e c t  r + s r k  ( v . 4 ) r  D o
f i e r y  d a . r - t s  w i l l  h a r r n  y o u ,  ( s e e  c o m m e n t s  o n  v . 4 ) .

VERSE 7:

" .  .  r e c e i v e  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  L o r d -

You must  have the  prayer  o f  fa i th  to  rece ive  any th ing ,  nh ich
i s  m e r e l y  b e l i e v i n g  w h a t  G o d  s a y s ,

VERSE 9_1O:

L e t  t h e  l o w l y  b r o t h e r  g l o r y  i n  h i s  e x a l t a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  r i c h  i n
h i s  h u m i l i a t i o n r  b e c a u s e  a s  t h e  f l o w e r  o f  t h e  f i e l d  h e  w i l l  p a g , s
a w a y .

E o n s i d e r  t h i s :  H o w  m a n y  r i c h  a r e  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  t h a t
wou ld  re jo ice  in  be ing  rnade lox?  There  is  a  good example  o f
someonet  nho d id  re jo ice . . . tha t  one u las  Job.  He was a  man
very  r i ch ,  and v rhen God brought  h in  row,  he  was repentan t
a n d  r e j o i c e d  i n  h i s  t r i a l s .

VERSE 1  1 :

For  n t l  sooner  has  the  sun r i sen  r * i th  a  burn ing  heat  thaan i t
w i t h e r s  t h e  g r a s s . . .

T h i s  s c o r c h i n g  h e a t  r + a s  c a l  l e d  i s  ( G r .  )  k a u s o n .  r t  i s
caused by  a  southeas t  w ind  ca l led  the  s is roon-  r t  came
s t r a i g h t  f r o r n  t h e  d e s e r t s  a n d  w s u l d  b u r s t  o u t  l i k e  a  b r a s t
o f  ho t  a i r  as  r rhen an  oven door  i s  opened-  rn  one hour ,  the
S i r n o o n  t r a n  r + i p e  o u t  a l l  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a n d
s o  t h e  r i c h  r n a n  w i  l  l  a l s o  f a d e  a l t a y  i n  h i s  p u r s u i t s .

( T h e  u s e  o f  t h e  r i c h  r n a n  i n  J a m e s  i s  h e r e  i n t r o d u c e d .  H e
w i l l  b e  u s e d  t w o  r n s r e  t i n e s  i n  t h e  e p i s t l e ) .
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VERSE 12:

B I e s = e d  i s  t h e  r i a n  w l r o  e n d u r e s  t e m p t a t i o n . . .

T e r n p t a t i o n  =  E r .  d o k i m o s .  T o  t e s t ;  t o  t r y

. . .  f o r  w h e n  h e  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e d .  - .

F r o v e d  =  G r .  d o k i m i o n .

.  ,  .  he  r * i  l  l  rece ive  the  c rown o f  l  i f  e .  ,  .

Cror . rn  =  Gr .  s tephanus,  In  Pau l ' s  day ,  the  c ror+n r ren t  to
v i c t o r  o f  t h e  O l y m p i c  g a r n e s .

VERSE 13:

Le t  no t  c rne  say  r+hen he  is  temptedt  o f  an  tempted s f  6od. "

T e m p t e d  =  G r .  p i r a d z o .  E n g .  e n t i c e d .  G o d  n e v e r
e n t i c e s l t e m p t s  w i t h  e v i l '

. , . f o r  6 o d  c a n n o t  b e  t e m p t e d  b y  e v i l . . .

T e m p t e d  =  G r .  a p i e r a s t o .  E n g .  n o t  t e m p t a b l e .

VERSE 14:

Etu t  each one is  tempted xhen he  ig  d rann aBay. . .

Drawn away =  Gr .  p lanaomi .  Eng.  To  be  led  as t ray ;  dece ived l
seduced.

. . . b y  h i s  o w n  l u s t s .  '  '

L u s t  =  G r .  e p i t h u m i a .  E n g .  L o n g i n g  d e s i r e .  S e e  a l s o  v . 1 5 '

, .  .  a n d  e n t i c e d .

E n t i c e d  =  G r .  d e l e a z o .  E n g .  t o  l u r e  b y  b a i t .

VERSE 15:

T h e n  x h e n  d e g i r e  h a s  c c r n c e i v e d . . .

Conce ived =  Gr .  su lambano.  Eng.  to  cease;  a r res t ;  cap ture .
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o N  v v .  1 3 - 1 5 :

6 o d  d o e s  n o t  t e m p t ,  b u t  a l l o r . r s  u g  t o  b e  t r i e d .  I s a . 4 5 z 7  -

" . . .  I  m a k e  p F a c e r  a n d  c r e a t e  e v i l -  - .  o  E v i l  =  H e b '  r a ' a .
E n g .  c a l a m i t y ;  u p s e t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s a f i r e  c a l a n i t y  ( r a ' a )  t h a t

carne  upon Job (And 6od d id  no t  dea l  w i th  Job w i th  ev i l
i n t e n t ) .

J e r . 1 7 z 9 - l Q  -  " I ,  t h e  L O R D ,  s e a r c h  t h e  h e a r t t  I  t e g t  t h e
mind.  "  God tes ts  us '  Jus t  I  i ke  he  t r ied  and tes ted
Abraham.

( N O T E :  I n  . I a s .  1 : 2  t h e  r + o r d  f o r  " t r i e l s "  i s  p i e r a s m o s .

A g a i n ,  i t  r i e e n E  t o  t r y ,  t o  p r o v e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  c a r r y  t h e
c o n n o t a t i o n  s '  " e n t i c e "  a s  i t  d o e s  i n  v -  1 3 ) .

HOI{ ARE hIE ENTICED AND LED AL'JAY?

There  are  th ree  th ings  tha t  appea l  to  us  50  as  to  en t ice
(  l J n  . ? z  1 5 - 1 6 )  .

1 )  T h e  l u s t  o f  t h e  e Y e s '

2 ,  T h e  l u s t  o f  t h e  f l e s h .

5 )  T h e  p r i d e  o f  l i f e '

-  Human nature  des i res  these th ree  th ings  na tura l l y .  Andt

on  top  o f  tha t ,  these are  the  very  th ings  tha t  a re

c o n t i n u a l l y  s e t  b e f o r e  y o u r  f a c e  e v e r y  d a y  o f  y o u r  l i f e .
your  f  lesh  E_n1- ts .  the  senses  sa t is f  ied  ( found in  *1 -2  above) t

a n d  i t  n a n t s  i t  s a t i s f i e d  N B W  ( * 3 )  !

L i f e ' s  t h r e e  t e m P t e r s  a r e .  -  -

1 )  S a t a n .

2 ,  S o c i e t y .

3 )  S e I f .

J a s . 1 : 1 4 - 1 5  -  J a m e s  d o e s  n o t  s a y  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  S a t a n
( f , r  gc r t r ie ty  en t ices  us ,  bu t  our  own se lves-  You seet  in
grden fo r  you  to  be  accountab le  fo r  your  s ins  in  Eod '5  eyes t

i t  has  go t  to  come f rom your  own mind,  then vou must  commi t

the act.  BUT NOTE: The lnore you make yourself  : lccessable to

s a t a n  a n d  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  e a s i e r  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  w i l l  a r i s e .

A n  e x a f n p l e  o f  t h i s  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t o r y  s t  L o t .  H e  l i v e d

c loser  to  Sodo6 than Abraharn  d id t  so  he  r+as  tenpted  more

than Abraham, who had camped arav from there'
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Your^  rn ind  haE twa par ts :  The consc ic rusr  and the  sub-
cg 'nsc ious  (o r ,  the  r+arehouse o f  f i renor ies) .  Every th ing  tha t
gcres  th rough the  consc ie :us  mind  is  s to red  in  the  sub-
c13nsc ious .  And any th ing  tha t  i s  s to red  in  the  sub-cons ,c ious
( i . e .  y o u t -  s u b - c c r n s c i o u s  c o n t a i n s  a l I  y o u r  p a s t  e x P e r i e n c e s ,
bo th  good and bad)  can be  brought  to  your  cc rnsc ious  by  an
event  c r r  c i rcumstant re .

Now cons ider :  A t  bapt ism,  the  dead rnan is  subnerged under
xa ter  and the  nen man sur faces .  BUTr  the  dead man w i l l
a l w a y s  t r y  t o  r e g u r f a c e  a n d  c o n e  b a c k  t o  l i v e  i t ' s  l i f e  i n
you. I t 's the job of the new nan ts beat the ciead f l ran dor. ,n
a n d  k e e p  h i m  u n d e r * a t e r '

A s  s o c i e t y  b o m b a r d s  y o u  b y  h a v i n g  i t s  p u l l s  c o m e  i n t o  y o u r

s r indr  yc lu  need to  se t  up  bar r icades .

You see,  Satan  can t ransmi t  h is  thoughts  unconsc ious ly .  Eut
y o u  s t i l l  c a n ' t  s a y r  " T h e  d e v i l  m a d e  m e  d o  i t . '  T h e
t rangn iss ions  o f  Satan  must  come th rough vour  des i re  to
b r i n g  t h e r n  t o  f r u i t i o n  i n  o r d e r  f o r  s i n  t o  t a k e  p l a c e -

Satan  t r iggers  the  bad in  your  pas t  tha t ' s  in  your  sub-
c61nsc ious .  BUT,  when i t  coa lgs  to  your  c61n5 'c ious  mind t  i t ' s
YOU who dec ides  whether  o r  no t  to  do  i t '  There forer  i t  i s
YOU whe are  accountab le  fo r  your  s ins ,  no t  Satan  or  Soc ie ty
aE xas  s ta ted  above.

( E n  s u b t i m i n a l  s e d u c t i o n :  T h i s  m a y  h a p p e n ,  t h a t ' 5  t r u e r  b u t t
i t  s t i l l  must  come to  your  consc ious  rn ind  to  be  made knovrn
to  you in  o rder  to  take  ac t ion .  There fore ,  You ARE STILL
RESPONSIBLE I }

So ask  the  ques t ion ,  Does Satan  nake us  s in?  No-  l ' l e l l t
whene does  s in  come fnon,  then? F i rs t ,  in  o rder  fo r  us  to
s in ,  i t  must  c6r f ie  th rough to  the  consc ious  mind-  second ly t
r , re  a t t r ibg te  s in  to  Satann Soc ie ty ,  and SeI f  .  Bu t  the  do inc

o f  s i n  i s  o f  a n d  b y  o u r s e l f  ( J a s . 1 r 1 4 ) .  A l x a y s  r e r n e m b e r '

S o c i e t y  i s  a n  e n t i c e r i  S a t a n  i s  a n  e n t i c e r  a s  t r e l l  ( o r

tempter ) .  BuT,  the  t r ro  Do NoT make us  s in :  I t  ig  on ly  when
1 l ;e ' re  d rawn au,ay  by  our  own lus ts .  Even i f  th ings  en ter  you

v i a  y o u r  s u b - r o n s c i o u s  l e v e l ,  i t  m u g t  s t i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  y 6 r u r

consc ioug thought  in  o rder  to  become s in .  NOTE:  i t  becomes
s i n  w h e n  y o u  p u t  t h e  t h o u g h t s  i n t o  a c t i o n -

See Ben.3z7 - Adarn and Eve lrere naked. To be naked is
e i t h e r  a  s t a t e  o f  i n n o c e n c y  o r  a  s y m b o l  o f  s i n -  V e r s e  B  -

Here  they  covered up  the i r  t rwn f lesh ,  i .e .  they  covered up
t h i e r  s i n s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  r e a c t i o n s  t h a t  t n a n
d o e s  r ^ r i t h  s i n .  F i r s t ,  h e  t r i e s  t o  c o v e r  i t  u P  ( 6 e n - 3 r B ) ;

S e c o n d ,  h e  b l a r n e s  i t  o n  o t h e r s  ( v . 1 2 ) ;  T h i r d t  h e  t r i e s  t o
j u s t i f y  h i g  a c t i o n s -
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EXCURSUS:  SOCIETY'S t {AY OF SELF-JUSTIFICATION

S o c i e t y ,  t o d a y ,  L r s e s  t h e  a b o v e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e e  f o r  t r y i n g
t o  e r a s e  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I t  d o e s  t h i s  b y
i n s t i g a t i n g  p e r r n i s s i v e n e s s  a n d  t h e n  p u t t i n g  t h e  b l a m e  f o r
our  ac t ions  on  the  pas t .  And s ince  ure  canncr t  do  any th ing
a b o u t  t h e  p a s t r  m a n  i s  a h s o l v e d  f r o m  a l l  g u i l t  a s  w e l l  a s
a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l t y  f o r  l i v i n g  a  n r o r a l  l i f e .

In  psychc-nred ic ine ,  doc tors  have found tha t  the  bra ins '
chemical r iake-up can becorne disordered and therefore nrust be
f i x e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  m a d e  x e l l .  T h i s  d i s o r d e r  i s  t h e i r  r r a y
o f  i u s t i f y i n g  , n a n ' s  i n c a p a b i l i t y  t o  l i v e  a  m o r a l  l i f e .

T h e  B e h a v i s r i s t  b l a m e s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  i m m o r a l i t y .

H u m a n i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p a s t  c o r r u p t s  r , a F ' s  a b i t i t y  t o
e x p a n d .

C o n c e r n i n g  B a c k - l { a s k i n g l  I t  i s  v e r y  $ o u b t f u l  t h a t  i t  n o r k s
( I  t h i n k  i t ' s  i u s t  o n e  o f  S a t a n ' s  d e v i s e s  t o  g e t  p e o p l e  t o
s t e e r  a r { , a y  f  r o m  w h a t ' s  b e i n g  p l a y e d  f o r w a r d .  c a .  ) .  T h i n k .
Can you read sornething backwards and then expect to
comprehend what you just read? l lhether i t  be done to have
others  de  good or  do  bad,  what  good is  i t?

On the  o ther  handr  see what  God does .  God br ings  the  good
in  ycru  to  the  sur face  and then conv ic ts  you to  do  i t .  A f te r
he  does  th is ,  i t ' s  up  to  you whether  o r  no t  you  do  the  good
t h a t ' s  b e f o r e  y t r u .  T h i s  i s  r e a l  c h a r a c t e r .  N o t  l i k e  t h e
pre-prc lg rammed "do  good,  don ' t  s tea l "  messages tha t  a rc !  in
today 's  depar tment  s to re  nuzak  or  back-mask ing .  l {e  a re  to
deve lop  charac ter  f ram the  consc ious  leve l .

On Eastern  Ph i losophy:  l le  have,  th roughout  h is to ry t  taken
or i  the  French,  6erman,  and Russ ian  l i te ra tu re  and have
a d o p t e d  t h e m  t o  m o l d  o u r  t h i n k i n g  ( I s r a e l i t e s  h a v e  a l w a y s
taken on  the  enemies  xay  o f  do ing  th ings)  n i thout  even
t o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  t y p e  o f  t h i n k i n g .  t f e r  a s  C h r i s t i a n s t
d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e , a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  ( i . e .  e v s l u t i o n  =

G e r m a n  t h o u g h t ;  F r e e d i s m  =  F r e n c h ,  e t c . )  I t ' s  n o t  " i n b r e d "
wi th in  usr  fo lks .  I t  can  be  roo ted  ou t .  lde  can becorne
d i s l s c a t e d  f r o m  i t  b y  R E P E N T A N C E .

HOI{ CAN tfE BE PROTECTED FROl"l THE LUST tlF OUR t]}rN NATURE AND THE
TEI,IPTATIOHS OF SOCIETY?

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  B i b l e  i t s e l f  s p e a k s  o f  p a s t t
p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  b e h a v i o r  ( H e b . 4 z t ? i  J e r . L 7 = 9  " ' . ' t h e
h e a r t  i s  d e c e i t f u l  a b o v e  a l l  t h i n g s . - . "  A n d  v r h o  k n o w s  t h e
h e a r t ?  G O D !  ) .
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The bJord  o f  6od and the  Sp i r i t  work  in  concer t  together
( J n . 1 6 : 8 - 1 1 ) ,  A n d  t h e  t { o r d  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  h i m
w i l l  c o n v i c t  a  m a n  a n d  s h o n  h i m  w h a t  h e  r e a l l y  i s
( R o m .  1 O : 1 4 - 1 7 ) .

C e n s i d e r  t h i s .  h l h a t  i g  m a n  a p a r t  f r o n  G o d ?  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,
h e  i E  c a n n a l  ( R o m . B z 7 ;  J e r . l O : 2 3 ) -  B u t  w h e n  E o d ' s  S p i r i t  i s
r r i x e d  w i t h  c r u r  s p i r i t ,  G o d  c o n v i c t s  u s  o f  o u r  s i n .  A n d
a f t e r  s i n  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n ,  g u i l t  t a k e s  s h a p e  ( T h i s  i s  w h a t
t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t r y  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  c o m b a t ,  b u t  a l n a y s  f a l l
shor t  )  .

T h e r e  i s  a  v r a y  t h a t  g u i l t  c a n  b e  r e m o v e d ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  b y
g o i n g  t s  G t r d  a n d  c o n f e s s i n g  y o u r  s i n g  ( b l a n i n g  i t  o n  y o u r
p a s t  d o e s n ' t  l ' e m o v e  t h e  g u i l t  o f  s i n s  c o m m i t t e d .  T r y  i t
s o n r e t i n e ) .  T h e n  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  C h r i s t  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d -
A n d  b y  a p p l y i n g  t r h r i s t s '  s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e  g u i l t  o f  p a s t  s i n g

'  w i l l  b e  r e m o v e d .

Now,  in  the  subconsc ioug is  a  warehouse o f  gu i l t  tha t  can  be
repented  s f  and erased.  How? By fa i th  in  6od.  A f te r
f a i t h ,  6 o d  r e q u i r e s  y o u  t o  b e  b a p t i z e d ,  A f t e r  b a p t i s o t r  t h e
dead man is underwater and the new man is above r.rater.  The
o ld  rnen tha t  i s  underwater  takes  the  xarehouse o f  s in  w i th
h i m .  H o w ,  i t ' s  u p  t o  y o u  - a s  a  n e n  m a n -  t o  k e e p  i t  ( s i n )
t h e r e  ( r + i t h  t h e  o l d  n a n  u n d e r w a t e r ) .

Y o u  s e e ,  b a p t i s m  d o e s n ' t  t o t a l l v  e r a s e  t h e  m i n d  o f  s i n s .
You rnust start  to make changes in your l i fe.  You arust not
g i v e  i n  t o  t h e  o l d  s i n s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  i n  y o u r  n a r e h o u s e  o f
mernor ies  ( i .e ,  your  sub-consc ious)  -  You are  no t  to  cont inue
s i n n i n o  r ' r i t h  t h e  o l d  m a n n ' s  s i n s .  B o d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  w e
knock  down the  o ld  man eveFy t ime i t  t r ies  to  come up ou t  o f
the  watery  g raves  tha t  i t  has  been p laced in  ( the  o ld  man
b e i n g  s i n s  p r i o r  t o  b a p t i s m ) .

CONCERNINE ADDICTIVE BEHAVIOR:

S e e  Z C o r r l O : 3 - 4  ' F o r  t h e  r r e a p o n s  o f  o u r  x a r f a r e  a r e . . . f s r
p u l l i n g  d o x n  s t r o n g h o l d s . "  T h e  " s t r o n g h o l d s "  m e n t i o n e d  h e r e
a r e  t h e  p u l l s  o f  S a t a n ,  S o c i e t y r  a n d  y o u r  o w n  a d d i c t i v e
p u l I s .  A d d i c t i v e  b e h a v i o r  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c o r n e s  c t n  y o u r
mind to  the  po in t  where  you become obsessed w i th  i t .  Verse
5  -  " . . , b r i n g i n g  e v e r y  t h o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c a p t i v i t y  t o  t h e
o b e d i e n c e  o f  C h r i s t . "  Y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  c l i n g i n g  o n  t o
your  pas t  in  o rder  to  jus t i f y  the  r *ay  ysu  are .  Rather ,  you
a r e  t o  b e  i u s t i f i e d  b y  C h r i s t ,  n o t  y o u r  p a s t  l i f e  ( u n l i k e
w h a t  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o f  t o d a y  w o u l d  h a v e  y o u  b e l i e v e ) .

P h i 1 . 3 : 1 2 - t 4  -  Y o u  m u s t  f o r g e t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  p a s t
a n d  p n e s s  t r n  t o  t h e  h i g h  c a l l i n g  o f  C h r i s t  ( n o t e  t h a t  P a u I



s e i d  t h i s  i n  I i g h t  o f  h i m  c a l l i n g  h i n s e l f  t h e  c h i e f  o f
s j n n e r s  s n d  c h i e f  p e r s e c u t o r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  S o ,  i f  y o u
t h i n k  t h a t  v - o s _ f -  p a s t  i e ;  f u l l  o f ,  s i n ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  P a u l ' e
p a s t  I  i f e ) ,

T h e  w e a p o n s  f s r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  n a r f a r e  a r e  f o u n d  i n  E p h . 6 ; 1 1 -
16 -  Wi th  th is  a r ' rnor  c ln  yc l t r ,  Sa tan  cannot  penet ra te  you a t
a l l .  V e r s e  1 5  -  " . . . h a v i n g  y o u  f e e t  s h o d  n i t h  t h e  g o s p e l  o f
p e e c e . . . "  T h i s  i s  b e i n g  n i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h e
w o r l d .  V e r s e  1 6  -  " . " , h a v i n g  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  f a i t h . . . "  Y o u
have th is  becauge you must  be l ieve  tha t  6od can pro tec t  you
f rom the  pas t ,  p resent ,  and fu tu re  p rob lems tha t  you  have
h a d  a n d  w i l l  h a v e .  S o ,  x h e n  S a t a n  t r i e s  t o  s h o s t  a t  y o u  t h e
four  enef l i ies  o f  fa i th  (Fear ,  Doubt ,  Anx ious  carer  Human
r*eason) ,  you  x i l !  ne ly  and run  fo r  he lp  f ron  6od.  And when
y o u  h a v e  d o n e  t h i s ,  S a t a n  w i l l  f a l l  h e l p l e s s l y .

P s , 1 1 9 : 9  -  T h i s  v e r s e  i s  t h e  k e y  f o r  s t o p t r i n g  a d d i c t i v e
beha,v io r .  There  are  f  i ve  t rays  n i th  heed ing  6od 's  nord .

1) Put on the whole arrnor of Eod. The ldord of 6od is the
mi  nd  o f  God.  5o ,  ins tead o f  dgre  I  I  ing  on  the  pas t ,  f  i  I  I
y o u r  m i n d  w i t h  6 o d ' s  l { o r d .

(NOTE:  Our  mind  is  d iv ided in to  two par ts  -  the  consc ious
and the xarehouse of mernories. fn our r*arehouse, we st i l l
heve a l l  our  o ld  rnenror ies .  But ,  our  des i re  and need is  to
have a  new r+arehouse o f  memor ies .  l le  rnus t  g t r i ve  to  f  i l l
our  warehouse n i th  6od 's  thoughts .  So xhen the  o ld  thoughts
come up, we have a storehouse of spir i tual  arsenal to cornbat
t h e  o l d  m a n  o f  s i n ) .

2 ,  Remove the  ex terna ls ,  Get  r id  o f  your  t r igger ing  dev ises
tha t  make you th ink  the  nay  you do .

3 )  C h a n g e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  h f h e n  t h i s  i s  d i f  f  i c u l t  t o  d o
( i . e ,  ' i t  m a k e s  m e  g e t  o u t  o f  b e d . " ) ,  y o u  n e e d  t o . . -

4 )  Go to  your  p lace  o f  p rayer .  Go to  Eod r * i th  the  Psa lms
and trray for-  neDlacernent in your thoughts.

5) You must choose. You rnust decide to make the changes.
A n d  r e m e r n b e r ,  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  E o d  r * i l l  n o t  f o n c e  v o u .  I t  w i l l
c o n v i c t  v o u  t o  d o  t h e  r i g h t ,  b u t  i t ' s  u p  t o  y o u  t o  d o  i t  !
P s . 5 1 z 7 - L O  - ' . . , c r e a t e  i n  n e  a  c l e a n  h e a r t . . . '  T h e
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  n e w  h e a r t  i g  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  n e b ,  p a c k a g e
t h a t  c o n t a i n  6 o d ' s  l r f o r d  a n d  h i s  S p i r i t  d w e l l i n g  i n  u g .  I t
i s  w i th  these tha t  we seek  a f te r  6od r , rhen pu t t ing  on  h is
w h o l e  a r m o r .
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CONIERNING DREAI^'IS:

B a s i c a l l y  y o u  t r a n  g i v e  n o  c r e d e n c e  t o  d r e a m s .  D a n i e l  n P v e r
t o o k  c r e d i t  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  d r e a m s  ( a s  s o m e  l i k e  t o  d o ) .
I t  H a s  6 o d  w h o  r * o u l d  i n t e r P r e t .

Gsd doesn ' t  speak  th rough dreams today .  He speaks  th rough
h i s  l { o r d .

? E o r . l O : 5  -  I f  y o u ' r e  t h e  k i n d  w h o  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g
n i g h t m a r e s r  y o u  s h o u l d  t a k e  a  g o o d  l o o k  a t  w h a t  y o u  d o  w i t h
yourself  throughout the day. There are sof ie who epen
themse lves  to  demon- in f luence as  r+e l1  as  n igh tma, res  th rough
L S D  a n d  D e r n s n - R u m ,  B u t ,  i f  y o u ' r e  h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t y
s l  eep ing  r . l i  theu t  these ins t iga tors ,  read the  Psa lmsr  o r
l i = t e n  t o  s o r n e  g o a t h i n g  m u s i c  ( R e m e r n b e r  D a v i d  a n d  S a u l ) .

.  
Pu t  your  Fa i th ,  T rus t ,  and Conf idence in  Eod and Chr is t -

Some ask  the  ques t ion  -  "Can 9a tan  r . ro rk  on  our  minds  r th i le
r . re  s leep?"  Yes ,  i f  we se t  ourse lves  up  fo r  i t  by  l i v ing
s t a n d a n d s  f u l l  o f  b a d  m u s i c ,  m o v i e s ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  p r a y e r  a n d
s t u d y .

t le l l  then ,  r *ha t  con t ro ls  our  mind  r rhen xe  s leep? Pr23z7 -

hlhateven tr le 've put into ot.u conscious stream of awat.eness
r r i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  i n  o u r  d r e a m s .

VERSE 16:

Do no t  be  dece ived,  my be loved bre thren-

dece ived (KJV -  e r r )  =  Gr .  p lanao.  Eng.  led  as t ray t
d e c e i v e d ,  o r  s e d u c e d .

I n  o t h e r  x o r d s ,  d o n ' t  g e t  t r i s k e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g ,  " t h e  d e v i l
made me do i t r  "  as  d iscussed absve (vv-  13-15)  -

H e b , 5 : 1 3  -  S i n  i s  v e r y  d e c e i t f u l ,  a n d  S a t a n  a n d  S o c i e t y
m a k e s  s i n  v e r y  P l e a s a n t  l o o k i n g .

VERSE t7z

Every  good and every  per fec t  g i f t  i s  f rom above,  and comeg down
f r o m  t h e  F a t h e r  t : f  L i o h t s . . .

c o n t r a s t  t h i s  v .  r + i t h  v .  1 3 .  N o t e  a l s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  6 0 d
d o e s  h , l O T  g i v e  a n v  b a d  g i f t s .

F e r f e c t  =  6 r .  t e l e i o s .  E n g .  c o t T ; p I e t e ;  s r a t u r e .
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CONCERNING EVERY FOOD AND PERFECT GIFT

E x . 3 5 ; 3 0 - 3 3  -  G o d  g i v e s  g i f  t s  a c c o r ^ d i n g  t o  h i s  p u r p o s e .  B u t
God doesn ' t  g ive  h is  g i f  t s  super -na tura l  I y ,  l ' l any  t i r ,es ,  h ,€ r
h a v e  t h e m ,  e i t h e r  g e n e t i c a l l y ,  o r  b y  h e n e d i t y -  T h e n  6 o d
s teps  in  and uses  them to  h is  g lo ry  a ,nd  honor .

l C o r ,  1 2 : 1 r 6 - 1 0  -  T h e n e  a r e  n i n e  g i f t s  e n u r n e r a t e d  h e r e .  T h e n
P a u l  g € ] e s  o n  i n  t r h . 1 3  t o  s h o w  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  g i f t s . , . L O V E .
T h e n  i n  C h . 1 4 ,  h e  g o e s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  g i f t s .
T h e  g i f t s  w e  h a v e  a r e  t o  e d i f y n  e x h o n t  a n d  c o m f o r t  a t h e r s
( v . 3 ) .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  r * h e t h e r  y o u r  g i f  t s  b e  p h y s i c a l
a b i l i t i e s  o r  s F i r i t u a l  a b i l i t i e s .

6od ccr rn inands  you to  use  the  ta len ts  you have (F l t -ZS) .  In
t h e  t h r e e  p a r a b l e s  t h a t  a n e  f e r u n d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  y o u  f i n d
t h e  t h r e e  b a s i c  n F c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e  c o n v e y e d . . ,

1 )  T h e  p a r a b l e  e f  t h e  t e n  v i r g i n s  a r e  y o u r  l i f e  w i t h  G i o d .

2 ,  T h e  T a l e n t s  a r e  w h a t  y o u  d o  w i t h  y o u r  l i f e .

5 )  The sheep and the  goats  a re  xhat  you do  x i th  your
n e i g h b o r .  I . e .  b y  l o v i n g  y o u r  n e i g h b o r .

(These parables are concerned about r*hat you do with your
l i f e  b e f o n e  C h r i s t  c o m e g ) .

l r lha tever  God has  a l lo r *ed  you to  do  xe l l ,  he  expec ts  you to
p a y  t h e  s r i c e  a n d  i n c r e a s e  i t  !

I ' t t .25 :15-16 -  6od nants  us  to  doub le  u rha t  he  has  g iven us ,
NOT to  t ry  to  doub le  our  money,  es  some wou ld  l i ke  to  th ink .

V V . 2 4 - Z A  -  T h e  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e s e  t h r e e
parab les  is  separa t ion  f ron  Eod (see a lso  vv . t2 ;  29-3O;  45-
46) -

6 o d  h a s  g i v e n  u s  g i f t s  i n  t h i s  f l e s h :  c r u r  l i f e ,  t a l e n t s  a n d
a b i l i t i e s .  B u t  o n c e  i n  t h e  S p i r i t ,  h e  g i v e s  u s  s p i r i t u a l
g i f t s .

. . . w i t h  w h o n  t h e r e  i s  n o  v a r i a t i o n  o r  s h a d o n  o f  t u r n i n g .

V a r - i a t i o n  =  G r .  p a r a l l e g e .  A  w o r d  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  o r b i t  o r  s p a c e  ( s e e  C l a r k a ' s  c o m m . )

CONCERNING VARIATION T{ ITH EOD

T h e r e  i s  n o  v a r i a t i s , n  w i t h  G o d -  B u t  E c r m e  r * i l l  a r g u e  t h e
p o i n t .  D o e g  h e  r e a l l y  d e a l  w i t h  e v e r y c : n e  t h e  s a m e  w a y ?
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l ia l .2z,I7 -  l ' lany asked, " l r fhere is the 6od of Judgement?" 6od
g h o w s  w h e r e  i n  C h . 3 . . , H e  h a s  b e e n  n o r k i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s
p l a n  f r o m  d a y  o n e .  l 4 h e n  i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e
f u 1 f i I l e d  ( " B e h o l d ,  f  w i l l  s e n d  t n y  m e s s e n g e r " )  i t  w i l l  b e
dcrne xhen the  appropr ia te  t ine  cornes .  God is  no t  s lack
c o n c e n n i n g  h i s  p r o n i s e .

l ' |a l .316 -  l ' l any  thought ,  "Bod doegn ' t  t rea t  anyone d i f  fe ren t ;
h e  d o e s n ' t  s a n e r  f o r  t h e  e v i l  p r o s p e r  a n d  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  a r e
p o o r .  B U T ,  i u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n g  a w a y  n i t h  e v i l  n o h ,
doesn ' t  r lean  6od has  changed in  h is  exenc is ing  judgernent
( 2 = 1 7  C , t .  3 ; 6 ) .  6 o d  x i l l  r e p a y .  B u t  G o d  i s  l o n e s u f  f F t r 4 g _
( the  r ra in  neason nhy  we are  ns t  consumed -  315-7) .

H e b . l 3 : 8  -  l " t a n y  r + i l l  u s e  t h i s  a n d  p u t  i t  x i t h  l ' l a l - 3 1 6  a n d
Jas .  l z t7  to  say  God cannet  change h is  mind  ever !  But  what
G o d  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i g  t h i s :  6 o d  d o e s  n o t , c h a n g e  i n  h i g

'  c h a r a c t e r .  H e  w i l l  n e v e r  w a v e r  h i s  l a x  o r  h i s
r igh teousness .  But  he  does  change cer ta in  th ings  Ebgn-
necesEBl 'v .  (For  example ,  the  B ld  Covenant  and the  New
C o v e n a n t ;  s e c r i f i c e s  a n d  o f f e r i n g s l  p h y s i c a l  T e m p l e  a n d  t h e
S p i r i t u a l  T e m p l e ) .

VERSE 1El:

O f  h i s  o r + n  x i l l  h e  b n o u g h t  u s  f o r t h . - .

" H i s  o w n  r . r i I l . "  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  i s  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h
o u r  b e g e t t a l  ( J n . 6 : 4 4 r .

. . . b y  t h e  w o r d  e f  t r u t h . . .

t r fe are f inst convicted by the blord of Godt then we ere to
l i v e  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  H e b . 6 .

. . . t h a t  r , r e  m i g h t  b e  a  k i n d  s f  f i r s t f r u i t s  o f  h i s  c r e a t u r e s .

C h r i s t  i s  t h e  f i r s t f r u i t .  h f h e n  r l e  a r e  c h a n g e d  i n t o  S p i r i t t
r + e  r * i  I  I  b e  t h e  f  i r s t f  r u i t s  ( l C o r .  1 5 : 2 0 - 2 3 ) .

V E R S E  1 ? :

T h e r e f o r e ,  m y  b e l o v e d  b r e t h r e n ,  l e t  e v e r y  m a n  b e  s w i f t  t o  h e a r t
s l o w  t o  s p e a k ,  s l o w  t o  a n g e r .

" T h e r e f o r e "  =  I n  v i e w  o f  a l l  t h i s .

Swi f t  to  hear - .  There  is  a  t re rnendous need to  th ink  and
c o n c e n t r a t e  ( S e e  n o t e s  b e l o w )  -
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V E R S E  2 I :

( V e r E e  2 1  i s  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  v .  c o n c e r n i n g  l i s t e n i n g )

T h e r e f o r e .  . .

He is  answer ing  the  ques t ion ,  -Ho$f  to  rece ive  the  word  o f
t r u t h ,  "

. . . l a y  a s i d e  a l l  f  i l t h i n e s s  a n d  o v e r f  l o w  o f  r . r i c k e d n e s s ,  a n d
r e c e i v e  w i t h  m e e k n e s s  t h e  i m p l a n t e d  n o r d ,  n h i c h  i s  a b l e  t o  s a v e
y o u r  s o u I s .

F i l t h i n e s s

l ,J i  ckedness

i{eekness =
r e s e n t m e n t .

I m p l a n t e d  =

=  6 r . r u p a r i a ,  E n g .  f i l t h y ,  o r  d e f i l e d .

=  G r .  k a k i a .  E n g .  n a u g h t i n e s s g  v i c e .

E r .  p r a u t e s .  A  t e a c h a b l e  s p i r i t  w i t h o u t

6r .  emphutos ,  Engra ted  w i th in  you.

VERSES 1?_21;

t l h a t  w e  d o  w i t h  l i s t e n i n g  i s  v e r y  v a l u a b l e .  l { e  u g e  i t  t o
receive what God says for ug to do.

Verse  21  -  Lay  as ide  any th inq  tha t  wou ld  separa te  you f rom
B o d .  T o  " I e y  a s i d e "  i s  a  w o r d  t h a t  m e a n t  " t o  s t r i p  o f f
o n e ' s  c I o t h e s .  "

The imp lan ted  r rs rd  can be  l i kened to  a  Eperm as  i t  en ters
the ovunr.  They become one and grow because of each other.

H e b . l O : 1 6  -  T h e  l r f o r d  i s  t o  b e  i m p l a n t e d  i n  o u r  m i n d s .  T h e
p r o c e s s  =  2 C o r , 3 : 3 . - . " H r i t t e n  n o t  w i t h  i n k  b u t  b y  t h e  S p i r i t
o f  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d ,  n o t  o n  t a b l e s  o f  s t o n e  b u t  o n  t a b l e s  o f
f l e s h ,  t h a t  i s ,  o f  t h e  h e a r t . "  E o d  w i l l  d o  t h i s  o n l y  w i t h  a
t e a c h a b l e  ( p r a u t e s )  s p i r i t .

S o  t o  p a r a p h r a s e :  " S t r i p  o f f  a l l  t h e  f i l t h y  w a x  b u i l d - u p
that r{as in your ears that rnade you deaf to your sinst and
r e c e i v e  v r i t h  a  t e a c h a b l e  s p i r i t  t h e  l r l o r d  t h a t ' s  b e e n
i n g r a f  t e d  r + i t h i n  y o u r  w h i c h  i s  a b l e  t o  s a v e  y o u r  s o u l .  "
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VERSE 22:

But  be  doers  o f  the  r+ord ,  and no t  hearers  on ly ,  dece iv ing
yout^se I  ves .

Jarnes  is  say ing ,  "Nor^ f  tha t  you  have the  wax ou t  o f  your
e a r s ,  b e c o m e  a  D O E R I "

VERSES 23-25:

The t lo rd  s f  6od is  your  sp i r i tua l  m i r ro r  fo r  remov ing  your
s p i r i t u a l  d i r t .  H o w ?  B y  l o o k i n g  i n t o  i t  ( H e b . 4 : 1 2 - 1 3 ) .

ON VERSE 25:

B u t  h e  x h o  l o o k s  i n t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  l a w  o f  l i b e r t y  a n d  c o n t i n u e g  i n
i t ,  i s  n o t  a  f o r g e t f u l  h e a r e r  b u t  a  d o e r  o f  t h e  w o r k r  t h i s  o n e
r * i l l  b e  b l e s s e d  i n  n h a t  h e  d o e s .

There  are  th ree  reascrns  why the  Law is  penfec t  (6 r .  te le ios  -

p e r f e c t i o n  t o r + a r d  a  g i v e n  e n d ) .

t )  I t  i s  G o d ' s  L a w  ( P s .  1 9 : 7 ) .

2 ,  I t  cannot  be  be t tened.  The resu l t  o f  keep ing  the
c ' b r n n a n d s  o f  G o d  i s  L o v e  ( l T i m .  1 : 5 ) .

3 )  I t  i s  a  l a w  o f  l i b e r t y .

CONCERNING LALT AND LIBERTY

S a t a n ' s  a n g e l s  t h n o u g h o u t  t h e  a g e s  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  m a k e  E o d ' s
l a w  a p p e a r  g r i e v o u s  t 2 p e t i l 8 - 1 g ) -  B u t  i t  i s  n o t -  G o d ' s  l a n
g i v e s  l i b e r t y  a n d  f r e e d o n .

A  m o t t o  a t  a  c o l l e g e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t a t e d . . " ' T h e  s t a t e  h a t h
decreed tha t  a l t  f ree  nen sha l l  be  educated l  But  God ha th
d e r r e e d  t h a t  a l l  e d u c a t e d  m a n  s h a l l  b e  f r e e . "  T h e  o n l y
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  f r e e  i n  m i n d  a n d  s p i r i t  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  k e e p
G o d ' g  l a , n  ( T h e ' r e f o r e ,  y o u  c a n  b e  i n  p r i g o n  a n d  s t i l l  b e
f r e e ) .

So,  God Hag decreed tha t  a l l  educated  men - i .e .  those who
k n o w  t h e  t r u t h -  s h a l l  b e  f r e e .

Jn ,8 :31-52 -  You must  eb lde  -know-  the  t ru th  and then you
s h a l l  h e  f r e e .
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VERSE 26=

I f  a n y o n e  t h i n k s  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  r e l i g i o u s , . .

T h i n k  ( K J V - s e e m s )  =  6 r .  d o k e o .

Re l ig ious  =  6r .  th regkos .  To  worsh ip  in  a  cerernon ious  fo rm.

VERSE 272

P u r e  a n d  u n d e f i l e d  r e l i g i o n  b e f o r e  6 o d  a n d  t h e  F a t h e r  i s  t h i s . . .

R e l  i g i o n  =  G r -  t h r e s k i a .  P u r e  r e l  i g i o u s  c e r e r n o n y .

. . ,  t o  v i s i t  o n p h a n s  a n d  r . r i d o w s  i n  t h e i r  t r o u b l e . .  -

T r o u b l e  =  G r .  t h l i p s i s .  E n g .  p r e s s u r e

h l idows exper ience pressure  because they  have the  we igh t  o f
b e i n g  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  r o l e  m o d e l g  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

The orphan has  no  ro le  mode l .

OH VERSES 76-272

You need no t  depend on  re l ig iouE cerernc lny  x i th  i t s  poop and
g larnour .  You need to  v is i t  the  v r idon and the  fa ther less .

CI{FTER TTIO

VERSE 1 :

l ' l y  b re th ren ,  do  no t  ho ld  the  fa i th  o f  our  Lord  Jesus  Chr is t ,  the
L o r d  o f  g l o r y ,  w i t h  p a r t i a l i t y .

F a r t i a l i t y  =  G r ,  p r o s o p o t e m p s i a .  F a v o r i t i s m  b e c a u s e  o f
ou tward  appearance.

" T h e  L o r d "  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t .

A  b e t t e n  t r a n s .  i s :  " Y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  f a i t h  o f  C h n i s t  i f
you show to be a respertor of persons. "

(James proceeds to  h i t  th is  doc t r ine  as  hard  as  you can h i t
i t )
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VERSE 2:

. . .  i n  f i n e  a p p a r e l . , .

F i n e  =  G r .  l a n p r o s ,  E n g .  c l e a r ,  b r i g h t .

A p p a r e l  =  6 r . e s t h e s .  E n g .  c l o t h i n g ;  r a i m e n t ;  r o b e -

VERSE 3:

A n d  y o u  t r a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  o n e . . .

P a y  a t t e n t i o n  =  G r .  e p i b l e o t r .  T o  l o o k  u p o n  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l
f a v o r i  t  i g m .

VERSE 4 :

. . . h a v e  y o u  n o t  s h o w n  p a r t i a l i t y  a m o n g  y o u r s e l v e s r  a n d  b e c o m e
i u d g e s  w i t h  e v i l  t h o u g h t s ?

P a r t i a l i t y  =  6 r ,  d i a k r i t h e t e .  T o  r n a k e  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  y o u r
nr ind based en outr*ard appearance.

J a m e s  i s  n t r t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  o f f i c e
a n d  a u t h o r i t y  ( E p h . 4 l  1 O - 1 1 ) .

P a r t i a l i t y  i n  t h e  O T :  Z t r h r .  l 9 a 7 ;  L e v .  1 9 t 1 5 ;  l t a l . 2 z 7 - 9 .

VERSE 5:

Has God not  chosen the  poor  o f  th is  v ro r ld  to  be  r i ch  in  fa i th  and
he i rs  o f  the  k ingdom which  he  promised to  those who love  h im?

The ones  xho respond to  the  nressage o f  Chr is t  a re  bas ica l l y
p o o r .  E s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  r , r h o  a r e  p o c l r  i n  s p i r i t  i n  t h i s  w o r l d
( H t . 5 ; 3 ) .

These ane not the poor nho go around saying, " l r loe is ne, "
n o n  t h o g e  w h o  a r e  f i n a n c i a l l y  F o o r .  I t  i s  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e
the i r  hear t  and a f fec t ion  se t  on  those th ings  tha t  a re  above
( R o m ,  B :  1 4 - 1 7 .  .  .  t o  b e  c h o s e n  h e i r s  i m p l  i e s  S o n s h i p )  .
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VERSE 6 :

But  you have d ishonored the  poor  f ian .  Do no t  the  r i ch  opFress
yau and drag  you in to  the  cour ts?

t r fha t  James is  s t ress ing  here  is  th is :  t t fhy  do  you nake
d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  y o u r  m i n d  a n d  g i v e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  n o t e  t o  t h e
ones who drag you into court .  And why do you look down at
t h e  o n e  w h o  i s  p o o r  b u t  i s  l i v i n g  a n  h o n e s t  l i f e ?

VERSE 7:

D o  t h e y  n o t  b l a s p h e m e  t h a t  n o b l e  n a m e  b y  x h i c h  y o u  a F e  c a l l e d ?

N o b l e  n a m e  =  E i r .  e p i k a l e o .  T o  e n t i t l e  o r  t a k e  a  n a t n e .

t r a l l e d  =  E r .  e p i k a l e i s t h a i .  T o  t a k e  c r n  a  n a n e  a s  a  x i f e
takes  on  her  husband '5  nane.

t d e  l i t e r a l l y  t a k e  o n  E h r i s t s ' n a l l e  a n d  a r e  n e  a r e  h i s
espoused r* i  f  e.

Ac ts l l ' .Zb  -  l r le  f  i r s t  took  on  Chr is ts '  na tDe a t  Ant ioch .

A c t s 4 : 1 0 - 1 2  -  I t  i s  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  t h a t  h r c !  a r c ]  c a l l e d  a
C h r i s t i a n .

VERSE E:

I f  y o u  r e a l l y  f u l f i l l  t h e  r o y a l  l a w  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e t
"You sha l l  love  ycrur  ne ighbor  as  yourse l f r "  you  do  ure l l ;

The Royal Lan = the surnmation of ?1t.22' .37-39'

H o w  d o e s  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  R o y a l  L a x  f u l f i l l  t h e  l a t r  o f  G o d ?
By lov ing  your  ne ighbor r  i t  shows tha t  you  love  God-  For  i f
you cannot love your neighborr You cannot love God fand
v i s a - v e n s a l  ( 1 J n .  4 z  t 9 - 2 1 1 .

6 a I . 6 z t - 2  -  H e r e ' s  a n  e x e m p l e  o f  l o v i n g  y o u r  n e i g h b o r .

I f  y o u  d o n ' t  k e e p  G o d ' s  c o r R r n a n d s ,  y o u  w i l l  d i e ;  t h i s  i s  a
f o r m  o f  s u i c i d e !

L o v i n g  y o u r  n e i g h b o r  s t a r t s  a t  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  f a i t h  a n d
t h e n  e x t e n d s  t o  o t h e r s .

N O T E :  P u t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  a b o v e  o t h e n s  i s  b e i n g  p a r t i a l  a s
w e I  l .
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VERSE 9:

B u t  i f  y o u  s h o w  p a r t i a l i t y r  y o u  c o m m i t  s i n ,  a n d  y g , u  a r e  c o n v i c t e d
by  the  law as  t ransgresscr rs .

James equates the respecter of Fersons es one rrho breaks the
l a w  ( s e e  a l s o  v . 1 O )  -

VERSE 13:

For judgenrent is x i thout m€rcy to the one who hag shonn no f iercy-
l ' l e rcy  t r iumphs over  judgernent .

r f  you  ane go ing  to  be  a  resFecter  o f  pers , ,n r ,  you  r r i l r  bejudged w i thout  rnercy .

CaNCERNING JUDGEf'|ENT, t'tERCy, AND FAITH

.  He ane judged by  Gad 's  lax .

l ' f t - 2 3 : 2 3  -  J r l ' l r F ,  a r e  t h e  r * e i g h t i e r  o a t t e n s  o f  t h e  l a w .
b le igh t ie r  n* - t te rs  spr ing  f rom the  la r * .  For  i f  you  lsok  in to
the law, you have made knorn that you have sinned.

Rom-727-12 -  verse  lo  shor*s  the  purpose o f  the  lay r
( " . . . w h i c h  w a s  t o  b r i n g  l i f e . . . . . )  -  r t  d s e s  n o t  q i v e  l i f e ,
i t  ig  fo r  r i fe .  l r lhy?  The law revea ls  to  us  whe iher  o r  no t
w e  h a v e  s i n n e d  ( T h e  l a r * ,  r * i t h  t h e  s p i r i t ,  r + i  I  I  c o n v i c t  u s
when r *e  hear  o r  read t in  the  B ib le l  o f  our  s ins .  Th is  leads
L r s  t o  s a y - . . ' I  h a v e  s i n n e d , ) .

r f  we wa lk  r r i th  God and our  ne ighbor r  r f€  a re  p rac t ic ing
J , l , l ,  F .

Z e c h . T z B - 9  -  r t  w a s  t h e  l a c k  o f  J r F l r F  t h a t  t e d  r s r a e l  i n t o
capt iv i t y  (se  vv .  tz - t4 r .  And r * i thout  the  t ru th  o f  6od,  you
cannot  make accura te  judgernents  (4 :  l -6 ) .

Z e c h . E l : 1 6 - 1 7  -  H e r e  i s  G o d ' s  e x a n p l e  o f  G l x e r c i s i n g  J r l . l r F(God had expressed th is  when Judah carne  back  f rom capt iv i t y .
A l s o  e p e a k i n g  t o n a r d  t h e  l . l i l l e n i u s r ) _

I f  xe  do  no t  exenc ise  judgement  on  o t r rse lves ,  God w i l l
chas ten  us  to  make us  judge ourse lves .  Then a f te r  xe  know
our  s ins ,  h re  go  to  Eod and ask  h im fo r  rnency i  to  fong ive  us
o f  a l l  unr igh teousness .  once th is  has  been done,  God xants
u s  t o  g o  a n d  s i n  n o  r n o r e  -  i . e .  t o  g o  a n d  w a l k  i n  f a i t h .

J n - 8 : 1 - 1 1  i s  a n  i r l u g t r a t i o n  o f  J r r ' r r F  u n d e r  t h e  N e w
C o v e n a n t .

verse  5  s ta tes  the  judgernent .  But  hon was i t  to  be



a d m i n  i s t e r e d ?

VV.6-7  -  We see here  tha t  i f  they  wou ld  have judged
thernse lves  l i ke  they  judged the  r . roman,  they  thernse lves  wou ld
h a v e  b e e n  s t o n e d  ( T h e r e f o r e  t h e y  a l l  l e f t ! ) .  V e r s e  1 1
T h i s  r l o { n a n ' F  a t t i t u d e  r * a s  o n e  o f  d e s i r i n g  m e r c y .  S o ,  a g a i n ,
h o r *  w a g  j u d g m e n t  a d m i n i g t e r e d ?  " 6 o  a n d  E i n  n o  n o r e "  o r ,  B o
a n d  y r a l k  i n  f a i t h .

T o  w a l k  i n  a  r e c o n c i l e d  p o s i t i o n  r * i t h  6 o d ,  w e  m u s t  b e
c o n s t a n t l y  g L h  i n  J r l ' l r F -

[ ,Je  must  ex tend J r l ' l rF  to  our  ne ighbor .  See l ' { t .6 :14-15  -  t {e
a F e  t o  g o  t o  o u n  b r o t h e r ,  f i n d  t h e  f a u l t  ( j u d g e m e n t l ,
f o r g i v e  h i m  ( m e r c y ) ,  a n d  t h e n  h e l p  h i m  ( f a i t h ) .

J n . 1 7 : L 7  -  F o r  u s  t o  b e  a t  o n e  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w i t h  G o d ,
l C e  n e e d  t h a t  c o r r t i n u o u g  e x e c i s i n g  o f  J r f " l r F .
O T  r e f e r e n c e  o f  J r l ' l r F :

L e v ,  1 9 : 1 6 - 1 8  -  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  h e l p  y o r . r r  b r o t h e r  f r o m  c o m i n g
o u t  o f  t h e  p i t ,  y o u  a r e  h a t i n q  v o u r  b r o t h e r ,

L e v . 5 : 1  I t ' s  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  y c l u r  b r o t h e r  h a s  s i n n c d  a g a i n s t
y o u ;  e v e n  i f  y o u  s e e  h i m  s i n ,  o r  e v e n  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  h a E
s i n n e d ,  y o u  n u s t  g o  t o  h i m .  A n d ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t ,  v o u  r . l i l l  b e a r
h i s  s i n .

N T  r e f e r e n c e  o f  J r f ' l r F :

l ' t t . 5 : 2 3  -  T h e  " g i f  t s "  a r - e  o u r  p r e y e r s  o f  t h a n k s g i v i n g  t o
God.  You must  go  to  your  b ro ther  be fore  you pray .  In
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  t h e  w i c k e d  m a n  ( P r . 1 5 : 8 ) .

l ' | t , 1 8 : 1 5 - 1 7  -  B r i n g  y o u r  b r o t h e r s '  s i n  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  s o
h e  c a n  g e t  b a c k  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  G o d  ( J a s . S : 1 9 - 2 O ) .

YOU ARE YDUR BROTHERS' KEEPER! !

VERSE 14:

t { h a t  d o e s  i t  p r o f i t ,  m y  b r e t h r e n ,  i f  s o r n e o n e  s e y s  h e  h a s  f a i t h
but  does  no t  have works?  Ean fa i th  save h im?

T h e  w o r d  " w o r k s "  i s  f r o r n  t h e  G r .  e r g o n  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  m e a n s
.  phys ica l  labor .  But  in  th is  contex t ,  Jarnes  equates  r . ro rks  ag

obed ience.
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V E R S E S  1 5 _ 1 7 :

I f  a  b r o t h e r  o n  s i s t e r  i s  n a k e d  a n d  d e s t i t u t e  o f  d a i l y  f o o d ,  a n d
one o f  y t lu  says  to  them,  "Depar t  in  peace,  be  r . ranmed and
f i l l e d r "  b u t  y o u  d o  n o t  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n e e d e d  f o r
t h e  b o d y ,  w h a t  d o e s  i t  p r o f i t ?  T h u s  a l s o ,  f a i t h  b y  i t s e l f ,  i f  i t
d o e s  n o t  h a v e  w o r k s ,  i s  d e a d .

H e n e  i s  a  p h y s i c a l  e x a r n p l e  o f  f a i t h  a n d  n o r k g .

S p i r i t u a l l y ,  i t  f f r e a n s :  I f  y o u  c o f l t e  b e f o r e  6 o d  a n d  s a y r
" F o r g i v e  m e  o f  m y  s i n s r "  b u t  t h e n  y o u  d o n ' t  d o  w h a t  G o d  s a y s
( i . e .  T u r n  f r o m  y o u r  s i n s )  t h e  a c t  o f  a s k i n g  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s
i s  w o r t h l e s s .

I n  o t h e r *  r + o r d s ,  i f  I  a s k  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s  ( n h i c h  i s
b y  f a i t h ) ,  b u t  d o  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t r y i n g  t o  s v e r c o r n e  ( v r h i c h  a r e
r * o r k g )  r  m y  f a i t h  i g  m e a n i n g l e s s .

VERSE 18:

Y o u  h a v e  f a i t h ,  b u t  I  h a v e  n o r k s .

Rernember ,  fa i th  =  obed ience.

VERSE 19:

You be l ieve  tha t  there  is  one 6od.  You do  xe l l .  Even the  demons
be l  ieve  -  and t ren .b  le  !

The demons know tha t  God and t rh r is t  ex is t .  They  encountered
Jesus  wh i le  he  was here  on  the  ear th ,  You see,  they
b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  o b e y ,

VERSE 2O:

But  do  you rcant  to  know,  O foo l igh  aran ,  tha t  fa i th  w i thout  works
i s  d e a d ?

T h i s  i s  t h e  g r e a t  d i v i d i n g  l i n e ;  I t  i s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u
w i l l  s u b m i t  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  o b e y .

VERSE 2L-242

T h e  e x a m p l e  o f  A b r a h a m ' s  f a i t h  a n d  w o r k s ,

VERSE 22:

D o  y o u  s e e  t h a t  f a i t h  w a s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  w o r k s . '  a n d  b y
r + o r k s  f  a i t h  w a s  r n a d e  p e t ' f  e c t ,

A b r a h a m  b e l i e v e d  G o d  ( f a i t h )  a n d  t h e n  h e  d i d  w h a t  h e  w a s
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t o l d  ( w o r k s ) .  T h e r e f o : ' e  f a i t h  w a s  m a d e  p e r f e c t  t h r o u g h
o b e d  i  e n c e .

N O T E :  t d a l k  i n  f a i t h  =  T o  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  G o d  a n d  t o  d o  x h a t
h e  s a y s  e v e n  w h e n  p r a y e r  i s  n o t  a n s h r e r e d ,  a n d  r e a l i z e  t h a t
h e  h a s  y o u r  b e g t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t  ( 6 o d ' s  P r o v i d e n c e ) .

I t  i s  t o  s a y ,  e v e n  i n  t r i a l s ,  I  w i l l  r + a l k  i n  f a i t h ;  i . e '  I
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  r * h a t  G o d  s e y s  e v e n  n h e n  n y  t r i a l s  h i t  m e
t h e  h a r d e s t .

VERSE 23:

Abr -aham be l ieved 6od and i t  F ,as  a t rcounted  to  h i rn  fo r
r ' i  gh  teou=ness .

h lha t  does  "accounted  as  r igh teousness"  mean to  us?  I t
m e a n s ,  " D o i n g  w h a t  y o u ' v e  b e e n  t o l d  t 6  d o . "

VERSE 24:

Y o u  s e e  t h e n  t h a t  e  , n a n  i s  i u s t i f i e d  b y  w o r k s ,  a n d  n o t  b y  f a i t h
o n l y .

J a m e s  i s  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  w a l k i n g  i n  f a i t h  a f t e r
t h e  i n i t i a l  f a i t h  t h a t  h r a s  n e c r s s a r y  f o r  a c c e p t i n g  E h r i s t s '
s a c r i f i c e -

CHAPTER 3

VERSE 1 :

F ly  b r .e th ren ,  le t  no t  many o f  you  become teacheFs,  knowing tha t  we
s h a l l  n e c e i v e  a  s t r i c t e r  j u d g m e n t .

T e a c h e r  =  G r .  d i d a s k a l o g .

"Be no t  many.  "  The des i re  to  be  rn  Overseer  i s  no t  wrong in
i t s e l f  ( 1 T i m . 3 : l ) .  B u t  h a v e  l o v e  a s  i t s  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e .
T h e  r n e t h o d  i i : r  t h i s  =  S e r v i c e .  R e m e r n b e r r  y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a
s t r i c t e r  j u d g m e n t .

Every t i rne you open your mouth, you beconre a teacher to one
d e g r e e  o r  a n o t h e r ,

l r lo rds  are  the  grea tes t  power  used in  the  wor ld  today  as  r *e l l
as  in  the  t ras t ,  The na t ions  themse l .veg  have r i sen  and
f a l l e n  b e c a u s e  o f  o r e a t  w o r d s .

l C o r . 1 4 : 3  -  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  m o u t h  =  e d i f i c a t i o n t
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e x h o r t a t i o n  a n d  c o m f o r t .

H e b . 5 : 4  -  N i ]  o n e  c a n  t a k e  a n  o f f i c e  t o  h i m s e l f .  Y o u  i u g t
cannc} t  do  i t !  !  Sc ]  be  canefu l  about  ho t r  you  speak  when
t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  o t h e r s !  D o n ' t  c o t n e  o f f  a s  a  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d
t e a c h e r .

VERSE 2r,

F o r  w e  a l l  s t u m b l e  i n  r n a n y  t h i n g s .  I f  a n y o n e  d o e s  n o t  s t u m b l e  i n

w o r d ,  h e  i g  a  p e r f e c t  m a n ,  a b l e  a l s o  t o  b r i d l e  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y .

T h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  o f  t h e  t o n g u e  i g  t h e  m a i n  k e y  t o  g o i n g  o n t o
per fec t ion .  b lhen yg ]u  speak  accond ing  to  sc r ip tu re ,  you  had
b e t t e r  r n a k e  s u r e  i t  i s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a w  a n d  t h e
t e s t i n r o n y  (  I s a . € l : 2 O )  .

h r i  th  the  use  o f  the  tongue,  we are  to  be  used as  teachers  in
t h e  l " t i l  l e n i u r n  ( I g a . 3 - 6 )

VERSE 4-5=

. . . a  v e r y  s m a l !  r u d d e r . . . a  l i t t l e  f i r e ' . .

Tr,ro examples of the POtdER of the tongue.

VERSE 6:

A n d  t h e  t o n g u e  i s  a  f i r e ,  a  r * o r l d  o f  i n i q u i t y  ( u n r i g h t e o u s n e s = ) .

The tongue ig  so  se t  among teur  rnembers  tha t  i t  de f i les  the  who le

b o d y ,  a n d  s e t s  o n  f i r e  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  n a t u r e  ( e x i s t e n c e ) ;  a n d  i t

i s  s e t  t r n  f i r e  b y  h e l l  ( 6 e h e n n a ) '

ACTIVE AND PASSIVE USES OF THE TONGUE:

Thr*ee treople are necessary for the use of the tongue to cotne

t o  f r u i t i o n , . .

1 )  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  r n a k i n g  t h e  t o n g u e  " a E t i v e "  o n e  n i l l  c o m e

up w i th  a  "s t :L l t 'Ee . "

2, Then cclrnps, the "t f iedium." He takeE, what the "gource" haE'
sa id  and rnouths  i t  about  Hhereven he  p leases-

3 )  T h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  " r e g i p i e n t ,  "  H e  i s  t h e  P a s s i v e  p a r t .

H e  h e a r s  a n d  I i s t e n s .

O u t  o f  a l l  t h ' , ' s e ,  i t  i s  t h e  " t n e d i u m "  t h a t  d o e s  t h e
D e v i t s  d i r t y  w o r k .  F o r  S a t a n  h i m s e l f  i s  t h e
a s c u s e r / r n e d i u m  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  ( R e v -  1 2 : 1 O ) .
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USE AND I, I ISUSE DF THE TONGUE:

t )  G O S S I F .  ( E s t h  a c t i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e )

-  P r , 2 5 : ? O  -  l d h e n  t h e r e ' s  n o  n e d i u m ,  t h e  f  i r e  g o e s  o u t .

-  v v . 2 l - ? 5  -  T h e  a c t i v e  t o n g u r e  o f  t h e  w i c k e d

-  v . 1 9  -  Y o u  a r e  n c t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  w h a t  t h e  g o s s i p e r  h a s  t o
s a y .

-  P r . 6 : 1 9  -  T h e  r + i c k e d  u s e  o f  t h e  t o n g u e  E o d  c a l l s  a n
a b o m i n a t  i  o n .

-  P s .  1 5  -  H e r e  i s  a n  e . x a n l p l e  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e
t o n g u e .

-  v . 3  -  " r e c e i v e g  ( e n d u r e s )  a  r e p r a a c h ' =  p E l s s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e
tongue.  A  person who l i s tens  to  ev i l  i s  as  bad as  sne who

.  s p e a k s  i t .

I s a . 3 3 : 1 4 - 1 5  -  A n  e x a m p l e  o f  " H e a r  n o  e v i l ,  5 e e  n o  e v i l t
s p e a k  n o  e v i l . "

-  E p h . 5 : 4  -  I n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u r  b r o t h e r  t o  l i s t e n  t o  u s '  l l e
m a k e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  p r o b l e m  i n s t e a d  o f  f a c i n g  h i m  s e r i o u s l y .
THIS IS  I IRONG !  !

2 ,  FLATTERY.  The oppoe i te  o f  deprecat ion  (as  s ta ted  above)
i s  f l a t t e r y .  P e o p l e  u g e  t h i s  n o t  o n l y  t o  m a k e  y o u  f e e l
g o o d ,  b u t  t o  m a k e  y o u  l i k e  t h e m '  T h u s  m a k i n g  t h e m s e l v e s
f e e l  g o o d .

-  P r , ? 6 2 2 4 - 2 5  -  I f  t h e r e  a r e  f l a t t e r i e s ,  c h a n c e s  a r e  i t ' s
because they  ha te  you!

-  v v . 2 6 - 2 8  -  F l a t t e r y  w o r k s  r u i n .

-  Z S a m .  1 5 : 1 - 7  -  A h s a l o m  r + a s  t h e  S u p r e m e  F l a t t e r e r .  A f  t e r
s a y i n g  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  d i d  t o  D a v i d '  h e  w e n t  o n  t o  l e a d  a
r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  h i m . . . 6 o d ' s  v e r y  a n o i n t e d .

*  N o t e :  h l h e n  y o u  d o n ' t  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  w o r d s  o f  a  f l a t t e r e r t
h e  w i l l  t u r n  a n d  t r y  t o  k i l l  y o u  ( l i k e  A b s a l o m ) .

PROPER USE OF THE TON6UE:

P r .  1 5 : 1 - 4  -  Y o u  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  l i f e  i n  y o u r  t o n g u e .  S e e
a l s o  F r . 1 B : 2 1 .

P r . 1 5 : 3 O  -  I t ' s  a  n i c e  f e e l i n g  t o  s p e a k  a  g o o d  w o r d  a t  t h e
r i g h t  t  i m e .
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P r . 1 2 : 2 5  -  Y o u  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  t u r n  a  p e r s o n ' s  w h o l e  l i f e
a r o u n d  x i t h  y o u r  t o n g u e .

F r . S : 2 7  -  Y o u  a r e  n o t  t o  r r i t h h o t d  t h e  g o o d  o f  y o u r  t o n g u e .

P r . 2 5 : 1 1  -  A n  E x a m p l e  o f  t h e  P O b I E R  o f  t h e  s p o k e n  x o r d .

VERSES 7-Bz

F o r  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  b e a s t  a n d  b i r d ,  o f  r e p t i l e  a n d  c r e a t u r e  o f  t h e
sea,  i s  ta rned and has  been ta rned by  mank ind .  But  no  man can tame
t h e  t o n g u e .  I t  i s  a n  u n r u l y  e v i l ,  f u l l  o f  d e a d l y  p o i s o n .

THREE STEFS TO TAI"IING THE TONBUE:

1 )  t J h a t  y t : u  t h i n k  a n d  m e d i t a t e  o n  w i l l  c o m e  o u t  o f  y o u
( P r . 4 : 2 5 ;  2 3 2 7 ;  l " l t  -  1 2 : 3 4 )  .

2 ,  H i d e  6 o d ' s  H s r d  i n  y o u r  h e a r t  ( P s .  1 1 9 : 9 - 1 1 ) .  l ' l e d i t a t e  o n-  
h i s  l . J s r d  a l s o  ( v v , 9 7 - l O A )  .

3 )  Through the  l . lo rd  and Sp i r i t  o f  Godr  $ re  tame the  tongue
( P h i l . 4 : 8  =  r . r h a t  t o  t h i n k  o n ) .

J a s . 3 : 1 1 - 1 2  =  E x a m p l e s  o f  h o w  n a t u r e  t a m e g  h e r s e l f .

VERSE 13:

l , Jho  ig  w ise  and under= tand ing  among you?

Or, who is able to be a TEACHER among al l  of  you?

VERSE L4z

B u t  i f  y o u  h a v e  b i t t e r  e n v y  o r  s e l f - s e e k i n g  i n  y o u r  h e a r t s '  d o
n o t  b o a s t  a n d  l i e  a q a i n s t  t h e  t r u t h .

I . e .  e v a l u a t e  y o u s e l f .  I f  y o u ' r e  t h e  t y P e  t h a t  h a t e s  i t
r+hen o thers  ge t  p romoted,  then don ' t  go  ou t  and s ta r t
b r e a k i n g  E o d ' s  L a x  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  o w n  i n s t a b i l i t y .
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CHAPTER FTX.JR

VERSE 1 :

h lhere  do  wars  and s t r i fe  come f rom a , rong you? Do they  no t  csme
f rom your  des i res  fo r  p leasures  tha t  xar  in  your  a rembers?

" D e s i r e s  f o r  p l e a s u r e .  "  ( K J V  =  l u s t )  G i r .  h e d o n e -  E n g .
s e n s u a l  p l e a s u n e .  O r ,  " E a t ,  d r i n k ,  a n d  b e  m e r r y ,  f o r
t o m o r r o r *  r + e  d i e ! "  ( T i t . 5 : 3 ) .

VERSE 2:

You lust and do not have. You munder and covet and cannot
oh ta in .  You f igh t  and nar .  Yet  you  do  no t  have because you do
n o t  a s k .

L u s t  =  G r .  z e l o o .  E n g .  I n o r d i n a t e  d e s i r e .

vEnsE s:

You agk  and ds  no t  rece ive  because you ask  amiss ,  tha t  you  may
spend i t  t rn  your  p leasures .

P l e a s u n e s  =  G r ,  h e d o n e  ( s e e  v , 1 ) .  D o i n g  w h a t  t h e  f l e s h
wants  to  do .  You cannot  gerve  God and I ' tammon (v .1 ) .  You
c a n n o t  l o v e  6 o d  a n d  b e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  e i t h e r  ( v - 4 ) .

ON JAS.4 :1-S -  t tAYS TO ENHANCE YOUR PRAYER L IFE

1 )  B y  T h e  R e c o g n i t i o n  t r f  G o d  A n d  R e s p e c t  F o r  H i s  O f f i c e .

-  t " l t .5 :9  -  h fhen you are  address ing  6od,  use  h is  name
" F a t h e r "  m o r e .  I t  r e c o g n i z e s  h i s  o f f i c e ,  w h a t  h e  i s ,  a n d
w h o  h e  i s .  I t  i s  a  l o v i n g  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i m .

2 l  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  t J i t h  6 o d .  ( I . e .  n a k i n g  y o u n s e l f  r i g h t
b e f o n e  h i m ) .

D a n , 9 : 3 - 4  -  H e r e ,  w h i l e  p r a y i n g ,  D a n i e l  f i r s t  r e c o g n i z e s
w h o  G o d  i s .  t h e n  n e c o n t r i l e s  h i m s e l f  t o  h i m  ( v . 5 ) .

-  God does  na t  hea, r  s innens .  There fore ,  you  must  c lean up
y o u r  s i n s  r i i t h  h i m  ( i , l t . 5 : 1 2 ) .

5 )  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  b t i t h  Y o u r  B r o t h e r .

-  l " l t . 5 : 2 3  -  [ . J e  a r e  t s  o f f e r  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t r u r  l i p s ,  i . e .
t h a n k f u l n e s s  t o w a r d =  6 o d .

-  The t roub le  be tween you and your  b ro ther  must  be  c leared



b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  G o d  ( P r . 1 5 1 8 ) .

4 )  P r a y  I n  F a i t h  -  D o n ' t  B e  D o u b l e - l ' l i n d e d .

-  J a s .  l : 7 - 8 .

5 )  A s k  T h a t  G o d ' s  W i l l  B e  D o n e .

-  t ' | t . 2 6 ; 3 9 r  4 2  -  H a v e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t o t a l l v  s u b m i t t i n g
y o u n s e l f  i n t o  G o d ' s  h a n d s .

-  Come to  deep ly  unders tand tha t  i t  i s  God in  h is  r . t i sdom
t h a t  w i l l s ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  k n o w s  w h a t  h e  i s  d o i n g .

-  R o m . 8 z 2 6  -  C o m e  t s  k n o w  t h e  r + i l l  o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l  H i g h
Pr ies t  and knov t  tha t  he  in te rcedes  fo r  us .

6 )  B e  t r l i l l i n g  T a  A c c e p t  T h e  A n s w e r  G i v e n .

-  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  i s  n o  a n s w e r  i r n r n e d i a t e l y . '

7 ,  P r a y  F e r v e n t l y .

J a s , 5 ; 1 6  -  " e f f e c t i v e "  =  6 n .  e n e r g e o '  E n g .  e n e r g e t i c .
F e r v e n t  =  G r .  z e l o t e s .  E n g .  h o t r  h e a t e d '

E)  Sur render  And Humble  Yourse lves  To God.

-  Jas .4 :6  -  " | ' l e rFe  grace"  =  morc !  favor  =  Er .  char is  (6 race

h a s  t w o  r n e a n i n g s  -  1 )  d i v i n e  f a v o r l  2 ,  u n m e r i t e d  p a r d o n ) .

9 )  F a s t i n g  -  A  t l a y  T o  H u m i l i t y .

-  D a n . 9 : 3  -  D a n i e l  u r a s  g o i n g  t o  f a s t  f o r  f o u r  d a y s t  b u t  i t
t u r n e d  i n t o  w e e k s .

10)  Persevere  In  Prayer .

l T h e s . 5 z l 7  -  L i t .  $ e e n s  t o  p r a y  u n t i l  t h e  a n s w e r  c o m e s -

-  t r then you have "dead space"  ( i .e .  those t imes r rhen a l l  you
c a n  d o  i s  t a l k  t o  y o u r s e l f ) t  u s e  i t  t o  t a l k  r s i t h  G o d  r a t h e r
t h a n  y o u r s e l f .  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e e s e r i l y  a  m o d e  o f  p r a y e r r  b u t
r a t h e n ,  o f  c e : n v e r s a t i o n .  T a I k  a b o u t  e x a n i n i n g . y o u r s e l f ,  f o r
i n = t a n c e .

1 1 )  P r a - "  F o r  6 o d ' g  l r l o r k  A n d  H i s  S e r v a n t s .

-  E p h . 6 : 1 5  -  S a y i n g  t h a t  y o u  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  G o s p e l
t o  t h e  w o r l d .

-  v v . 1 8 - 1 9  -  A n  e x a m p l e  o f  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  s a i n t s  a n d
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a p o s t  I e s -

t? l  Pray  That  6od Wi I l  G ive  You A New Hear t  And A New t ' l i nd .

-  F s . 5 1 : l O - 1 1  " . , . E r e a t e  i n  m e . . ' r e n e w . . . "  l ' J o r d s  t h a t
s h o w  a  n e w n e s s  o f  l i f e ,  n o t  a  d o c t o r i n g  u p  o f  t h e  o l d .
B y  a s k r n g  E o d  f o t ' n e r + n e s s  o f  l i f e ,  t r e  n i l l  h a v e  a d d e d  p o w e r
to  overcorne,

15)  Pray  To Eod For  Pro tec t ion  From Satan .

-  E p h . 6 : 1 6 .

t 4 ,  C s m b i n e  P r a y e r  t { i t h  S t u d y .

-  T h e  P s a l m s  a r e  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  t o  s t a r t  f o r  g e t t i n g  y o u r
nr ind  on  6od and r+ho he  is .

15) Use The Narne Of The Father Throughout Your Prayers,

1 6 )  P r a y  I n  T h e  N a m e  O f  C h r i s t .

-  O r ,  b e t t e r  s a i d . ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t v  t : f  C h r i s t .

t7 ,  l ' l ake  A Prayer  L is t  t l i th  Names And S i tua t ions .

-  N o t  t o  b e  u s e d  A 1 !  t h e  t i m e '  b u t  w h e n e v e r  h e l p f u l .

1g)  Have a  Re 'a l  Eonversa t ion  hr i th  6od.

-  Num.  14 :1 t -L7  -  l {ose= used sound log ic  w i th  God-

-  vv . lB-20  -  Then I ' loseg appea led  to  the  charac ter is t i cs  o f
6 o d .  Y o u  s h o u l d  a s k  t h a t  h e  x i l l  d e l i v e r  y o u .

I f  y o u  a s k  v l i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  l i s t e d  a b o v e t  a s k i n g
a r n i = s  ( J a s . 4 : 3 )  w i l l  b e  n u l l i f i e d .

VERSE 4:

A d u l t e r e r s  a n d  a d u l t e r e g s e s !

S p e a k i n g  o f  s p i r i t u a l  a d u l t e n y  b y  p u t t i n g  G o d  s e c o n d .

Your  rnernbers  =  y t ru r  body .  See v .5 .  A lso  Ron.8 :ZO -  ! , leo  as
f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d  h u m a n  b e i n g s r  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  v a n i t y .
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VERSE 5:

O r  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  s e y s  i n  v a i n l  " T h e  s p i r i t  t h a t
d w e l  I s  i n  u s  y e a r ^ n s  i e a l o u s l y " ?

E e t t e r  t r a n s .  " T h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  d w e l l s  i n  u s  J e a d s  t o  e n v y . "

R E A L I Z E  T H A T  T H E R E  I S  A  F I 6 H T  G B I N G  O N  I ' I I T H I N  Y O U : ! !  Y o u
a n e  i n  a  f i g h t  f o r  y o u r  l i f e !  !

VERSE 5 :

But  he  g ives  f i ro re  g rece,  Thenefore  he  seys :  God res is ts  the
p r o u d ,  b u t  g i v e s  g r a t r e  t o  t h e  h u m b l e .

T h e r e  i E  a  x a y  o u t  o f  t h a t  s p i r i t  ( v . 5 ) .  T h a t  i s ,  b y  G o d ' s
qrace and p_tr_wer..  The mt:re the wor ' ld throws at your the more
g r a c e  G o d  r + i l l  g i v e  y o u  t o  c o m b a t  w i t h ,

VERSE 7:

T h e r e f o r e  s u b m i t  t o  G o d .  R e g i s t  t h e  D e v i l  a n d  h e  * i l l  f l e e  f r o m
yc]u.

T u r n  y o u r s e l f  t o t a l l y  t o w a r d  6 o d .  I f  y o u  s u b m i t  t o  S a t a n t
y o u r  s i n  w i l l  c l i n g  w i t h  y o u .

VERSE 8:

grar+  near  to  God and he  w i  1 l  d raw near  to  you.  C leanse ) .our
hands ycru  s inners ;  and pur i fy  your  hear tg  you doub le-minded.

I f  y o u  d o  t h i s ,  G o d  r r i I l  r e c e i v e  y o u .  l K g s .  l B : 2 1  -  A n
example  o f  cor rec t ing  doub le-mindedness .

VERSE 9:

Larnent and rnour^n and h,eep. Let your laughter be turned to
m o u r n i n g  a n d  y o u r  i o y  t o  g l o o n .

L a r r e n t  =  G r .  t e l e i p o r e o .  E n g .  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  y t r u
a r ' e  i n ;  t o  r e a l i z e  y o u r  m i s e r y .

T o  r e a l l y  c c m e  o u t  o f  t h i s  w o r l d ,  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  h a s
n o t h i n g  t o  o f f e r -

l ' l ourn ing  -  Here  is  what  the  t rhurch  w i l l  be  do ing  when t imes
g e t  w s r s e .  b l h e n  y o u  n o t i c e  t h e  a f f l i c t i o n g  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  i t
i s  t i m e  t o  w e e p  a n d  n o u r n  ( I g a . 6 t : 2 - 3 ;  E z e . 9 z 2 - 4 \ .  B u t ,  a t
the  same t imer  you rnus t  se t  the  example  o f  the  hope and isy
t h a t  i s  y o u r s .
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E z e . ? : b  -  " D r + e l 1 i n g  p l a c e "  =  t h e  C h u r c h .  T h o g e  t * h o  s i g h  a n d
c r y  w i l l  b e  s p a r e d .  G o d  i s  s h o w n  a s  n o t  e v e n  b e i n g
c t r n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  r + o r l d ' s  x a y s  ( v v . 7 - 9 ) .  T h e y  i n v e n t  m u s i c
t h a t ' s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  D a v i d  -  6 o d ' s  s e r v a n t  ( A m o s 6 : 5 ) .  I n
A m a s ,  6 o d  g o e s  o n  t o  s h o w  t h e  a f f l i c t i o n s  t r f  t h e  w o r l d
b e c a u s e  e f  t h e i r  w a y s  ( v v . 6 - 7 ) .

VERSE 10:

H u r r n b l e  y o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  h e  x i l l  l i f t  y o u
u P .

Nays  to  humble  yourse l f  a re  to  fas t  and mourn .  Th is  i s  our
F e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a s  C h r i s t i a n s t  t o  c a r r y  o u t .

I s a , 5 8 ; 5 - B  -  C o n c e r n i n g  f a s t i n g .  6 e t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  6 o d
i n c r e a s e s  y c r u r  s p i r i t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I t  r e - o r i e n t s  y o u
x i t h  w h a t  y o u  o u g h t  t o  b e  d o i n g .  6 o d  a s k s ,  " I s  p u t t i n g  o n  a
s h o p  a  r e a l  f a s t "  ( v . 5 ) ?

V e r g e s  6 - 7  -  S p e a k i n g  o f  g e t t i n g  y o u r  h e a r t  o n  s p i r i t u a l
t h i n g s "  " C o v e r  h i m "  =  t * i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f
t h e  s a i n t s ,  i , e .  t h e  l i n e n  g a n m e n t s .  " H i d e  m y s e l f "  =  f r o m
G o d  n y  s i n s .

VERSE 1  1 :

Do no t  speask  ev i l  o f  one another ,  b re th ren .  He who speaks  ev i l
o f  a  b ro ther  and iudges  h is  b ro ther ,  speaks  ev i l  o f  the  law and
judges the  la r r .  Eu t  i f  y t ru  judge the  law,  yc ru  a re  no t  a  doer  o f
t h e  l a w  b u t  a  j u d g e .

S p e a k  e v i  I  =  6 r .  k a t a k a l e o .  E n g -  T o  s l a n d e r ;  t o  b r i n g
s l a n d e r  a g a i n s t .  I . e .  d o  n o t  b e  a  e l a n d e r e r  l i k e  S a t a n  i s .

The vense is  say ing ,  "Do no t  b r ing  a  s lenderoug repor t  when
judg ing  your  b re ther " '  Bu t  then,  how does  one judge

r igh teous ly?  By  re ly ing  tn  what  God says  is  r igh t  and wrong
when ccrns ider - ing  the  ways  o f  your  ne ighbor .

And hor*  to  do  th is - r  By  look ing  in to  the  Law tha t  te l l s  you
r + h a t  i s  g o o d  a n d  v r h a t  i s  e v i l  ( L e v . S : 1  e . g . ) .  C a n  v o u  i u d g e
t h a t  L a w  ( v .  l 2 )  ?

VERSE l2z

lr lho ane you to judge another?

JUD6E RIGHTEOUS JUDGI'IENT ACCORDIFIG TO THE LAW - PRACTICE
JUIEIEUI-. HENQV AND FAITH! ! I
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VERSE 13:

Come now, you xho say: t'Today or tcttnornorif
s u c h  a  c i t y ,  s p e n d  a  y e a r  t h e r e t  b u y  a n d
p r o f  i t "  "

C o r n e  =  G r .  a B e .  B u y  a n d  s e l l  =  G r .
s t o c k  m a r k e t  m e n t a l i t y .

w e  x i l l  g o  t o  s u c h  a n d
s e l  l ,  a n d  m a k e  a

emporeuomai .  Today 's

V E R S E S  1 3 _ 1 4 :

T h e s e  a r e  F e o p l e  r + h o  b a s e  t h e i r  l i v e s  o n  b u y i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g
f o r  a  p r o f i t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  d o i n g  a  s i n g l e
t h i n g  t o  h e l p  b e t t e r g  a n y s n e ' s  l i f e  o r  t o  b e n e f i t  s o c i e t y '

VERSE 17;

T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  h i m  w h o  k n o w s  t o  d o  g o o d  a n d  d o e s  n o t  d o r  t o  h i m  i t
i s  s i n .

t tAYS TO SIN:

1 )  A c t s  B f  E o m m i s s i o n  -  L i t .  B n e a k i n g  t h e  L a w  ( l J n . 3 : 4 ) .

A n y t h i n g  w i t h  a  " T h o u  s h a l t  n o t "  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .

2 )  A c t s  B f  O m i s s i o n  -  A  f a i l u n e  t o  d o  w h a t  y o u ' r e  t o l d  t o
d o .  A n y t h i n g  w i t h  a  " T h o u  s h a l l "  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .

3 )  t r l h a t  I s  N o t  B f  F a i t h  I s  S i n  -  R o m .  L 4 2 2 3 -

-  t l i t h  l a w ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l a t i t u d e  o f  h o w  t o  k e e p  t h e
commandments. For vrhen i t  cornes to keeping themr you can
on ly  do  so  much r ' l i th  a  c t rns t ience e f fo r t .  There  is  a  need
there fore ,  s tep  ou t  on  fa i th .  E .g .  r lhen  keep ing  the  Sabbath
ho ly ,  o r  honor ing  your  paren ts .  You don ' t  knor*  hsr+  to  keep
t h e s e  l a w s  p e r f e c t l y  s a v e  b y  p r a c t i c e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h '
Thus ,  there  is  a  la t i tude  God a l lows you to  have.

-  R o m . 1 4 : 1 4 , 1 9 - 2 0  -  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  P a u l  s p e a k s  o f
o f fend ing  ycrur  b ro ther  because o f  food.

-  v . 1 4  *  H e  i s  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  e a t i n g  p o r k t  b u t  s p e a k i n g
a b o u t  m e a t - e a t e r s  v s .  v e g e t a r i a n i s m l  x i n e  d r i n k e r s  v s .  t e e -
t o t a  I  e r s .

-  S a y i n g ,  " D o n ' t  d i v i d e  t h e  B o d y  o f  C h r i s t  b e c a u s e  o f  f o o d
( f o l n a n y  a  E e n t i l e  h a d  a  c o n s c i e n c e  c c l n c e r n i n g  m e a t .  F o r
i n  t h e i r  p a s t  H a y s ,  m e a t  w a s  u s e d  t o  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e i r
i d o l s .  T h e r e f o n e ,  t h e  6 e n t i l e  m i n d  r . r o u l d  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
x h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  e a t  m e a t  f o r  f e a r  o f  i t  b e i n g  a  p a g a n
s a c r i f i c i a l  o f f e r i n g .  T h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  n h y  t h e y  p r e f e r r e d
t o  a b s t a i n . . . t h e y  r l e r e  d o i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  k e e p i n g  a
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c l e a n  c o n s c i e n c e  t o w a r - d  G o d ) .  F o r  i f  o n e  i s  a b s t a i n i n g  f r o m
m e a t  ( w h i c h  i s  l a w f u l  -  I . e .  6 o d  h a s  a r d a i n e d  n o  l a w s
a g a i n s t  s u c h )  n  d o n ' t  c o n d e m n  h i t n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t .  H e  i s  d o i n q
i t  b v  f a i t h  ( h e  k n g w s  t h a t  i t  i s  l a w f u l  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  n o
l a r +  a g a i n s t  i t ) .  H e  i s  d o i n g  i t  * i l l f u l l y  a n d  w i t h  a  s l e a n
c o n s c  i e n c e .

l T i m . 4 : 1 - 5  -  ( S p e a k i n g  t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h )  T h e g e  t . r e r e
c o m n a n d e d  t o  s t a y  a w a y  f r o r n  m e a t . . . w h i c h  G o d  c a l l s  a
doc t r ine  o f  dernons .  They  we l^e  mak ing  the  abs t inence o f
ea t ing  meat  e  th ing  o f  r igh teousness .  The penson in  the
Book o f  Romans d id  no t  s top  ea t ing  meat  to  appear  more
r igh teous ,  bu t  by  reas t rn  o f  cho ice  and fs r  consc ience sake.

-  R o r n ,  1 4 : 1 5 * 1 6  -  Y o u  a r  e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  y o u r  b r a t h e r
because o f  yc rur  knon ledge ( i .e '  you  know tha t  the  meat  has
n o t  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  i d o l s ,  o F r  t h e  f a c t  i s ,  i d o l s  a r e  n o t h i n g t
s o  t h e  m e a t g  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d e f i l e d  o r  u n f i t  f o r  f o o d ) .

-  Y g u  k n o r +  t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  r i g h t  t o  e a t  m e a t ' a n d  t h a t  i t  j u s t

as  a l l  r igh t  no t  to  ea t  meat .  There fore ,  i f  you  know tha t
your  b ro ther  does  no t  ea t  meat  (because o f  h is  consc iencet
a E  i n  t h i s  c a s e  h e r e )  d o  n o t  e a t  n e a t  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i m .  I t
ig  on  your  head i f  you  cause your  b ro ther  to  s tumble  r *h i le
h a v i n g  t h e  k n o r r l e d g e  o f  y o u r  b r o t h e r s '  w e a k n e s s  ( v - 2 1 ) .

-  v . ? 2  -  Y o u  k n o w  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  t o  e a t  m e a t  o r  t o  f a s t  o n
any  g iven day .  So don ' t  condemn o thers  fo r  do inq  xhat  they
k n o n  i s  l a w f u l .  Y o u  d o  w h a t  y o u  d o  b y  f a i t h  -  n o t  b y  l a w  -

a n d  s o  d o  t h e y .

4 )  S i n s  O f  U n b e l i e f .

-  H e b . 4 : l - 3  -  T h e y  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  G o d ' g  r e s t  b e c a u s e  o f
u n b e l i e f  ( i . e .  d i s o b e d i e n c e  t v v . 5 - 6 1 ) .

-  B e l i e f  ( o b e d i e n c e )  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  w h e n  c o m i n g  t o  6 o d
( H e b . 1 1 : 6 ) .

CHAFTER FIVE

VERSEs L-2..

T h e  r i c h  t n a n  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  i n t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  h i s  w a y s .
These are  they  who do  no t  con t r ibu te  to  man or  soc ie ty  (see

n o t e s  o n  c h . 4  v v . 1 3 - 1 4 ) .
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VERSES 5_6:

You losk 'ed  to  those who I  i ved  in  luxury ;  r rhereas  you looked
d s r + n  u p o n  t h e  b l u e - c o l l a r  n s r k e F . . . t h e  v e r y  o n e s  w h o  s t r i v e
t o  m a k e  a n  h o n e s t  l i v i n g  f o r  a n  h o n e s t  r . { a g e .  Y o u  ( t h e  r i c h )
s p  i  t  t r n  h  i m  r r i  t h  o u t  c a r e  ( J a s . 2 : 5 - 6 )  .

VERSE 1O:

f ' l y  b re th r -en ,  take  the  prophets ,  who spoke in  the  name o f  the
L o r d ,  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  p a t i e n c e .

S u f f e r i n g  =  E r .  k a k o p a t h e i a .  E n g .  t o  s u f f e r  i l l  o r  e v i l .

VERSE 1  1 :

. . .  t h e  L o t - d  i s  v e r y  c o m p a s E i o n a t e  a n d  t n e r t r i f u l .

C o r n p a s s i o n a t e  =  G r .  p o l y s p l o n c h n o s .  E n g .  e x t r e m e l y
cornpass  i  onate .

VERSE L2:

But  above a l l ,  my bre thren ,  do  no t  sweer ,  e i ther  by  heaven or  by
e a r t h  o r  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  o a t h .  E u t  l e t  y o u r  " Y e s "  b e  " Y e s r  "  a n d
y o u r  " N o r  "  " N t r r  "  l e s t  y o u  f a l l  i n t o  i u d g m e n t .

( T h i s  v e r s e  c l o s e s  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  s t a r t e d  a t  4 : 1 5 )

t lhy not Sr+eat '?

- Under the terms of the l* lew Covenant:  efe now have 6od's
S p i r i t . . . h i s  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  u s .  b l e  a l s o  h a v e  h i s  l . J o r d .
There fore ,  there  is  no  need to  snear .

-  Under  the  Old  Covenant ,  they  wou ld  take  an  oa th  and c la im
6 o d ' s  n a , n e .  T o d a y r  l r e  s u b m i t  t o  6 o d ' s  w i l l  a n d  l i v e
a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t .

-  B y  n o t  l i v i n g  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  G o d ' s  w i l l ,  y o u  s e t
y o u r s e l f  b e f s r e  G t r d !

Swear = Do not Eay crn vour o$rn that you wi l l  do such and
s u c h .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e  r i c h  l r t a n  d i d  i n  4 1  1 3  a n d  l o o k  w h a t  h e
l - ras  becotne  now (v .  14)  .  4 :15  shows nhat  you ought  to  do .  Do
n o t  t a k e  t h e  p r e n o g a t i v e  o f  6 o d .  A n d  d o n ' t  g o  a r o u n d  s a y i n g
" 6 o d  w i l l i n g "  a l l  t h e  t i m e  e i t h e r ,
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VERSE 13:

Is  anycrne  arncng you su f fe r ing? Le t  h in  p ray .  Is  anyone
c h e e r f u l ?  L e t  h i m  s i n g  p s a l m s .

S u f f e r i n g  =  6 r .  k a k o p a t h e i a -  E n g .  t o  s u f f e r  i f l  o r  e v i I .

P r a y  =  6 n .  p r e s u c h o m a i -  t o  p o u r  o u t  y o u r  w h o l e  b e i n g i  t o
e a r n e s t l y  b e s e e c h .

S i n g  p s a l r n s  =  t h i s  i s  o n e  w a y  t o  o f f e r  s p i r i t u a l  s e c r i f i c e g
t e  G o d  -  b y  t h e  f t ' u i t  o f  y o u r  l i p s .

VERSES t4 -16=

I =  a n y o n e  a t n c r n g  y o u  s i c k ?  L e t  h i m  c a l l  f o r  t h e  E l d e r s  o f  t h e
C h u r - c h ,  a n d  ] e t  t h e m  p r a y  o v e r  h i m ,  a n o i n t i n g  h i m  r * i t h  s i l  i n  t h e
narne of the Lord

A n d  t h e  p r e y e r  o f  f a i t h  r + i l l  s a v e  t h e  s i c k ,  a n d  t h e  L o r d  r . l i l l
r a i g e  h i m  u p .  A n d  i f  h e  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  s i n s ,  h e  w i l l  b e  f o r g i v e n .

Confess  your  t respasses  to  one anather ,  and pray  fo r  one another t
tha t  you  may be  hea led .  The e f fec t i ve t  fe rvent  Prayer  o f  a
r i g h t e o u s  m a n  a v a i l s  m u c h .

GREEK WORDS

V e r s e  1 4 .  - .

-  S i c k  =  6 r .  a . s t h e n e o .  E n g .  i n f  i r m l  w i t h o u t  s t r e n g t h  (  i t
car r ies  a  very  b road connota t ion  r *hen used) .

-  C a I l  =  G r ' .  p r o s k a l p o m a i .  E n g .  t o  s u m m o n  o r  t o  i n v i t e ;  a
l e g a l  i n v i t a t i o n .

-  F r a y  =  6 r .  p r o s u c h o m a i .  S a m e  a s  v . 1 5 .

-  Over  =  6 r .  ep i .  Eng.  downr+ard  pressure  exer ted l  down.

V e n s e  1 5 ,  -  -

-  F a i t h  =  G r .  e u c h e .  E n g .  t o  p e t i t i o n  G o d  i n  a  v o t i v e
o b l i g a t i o n .

-  S a v e  =  G r .  s o z o .  E n g .  t o  m a k e  s a f e ;  t o  p r o t e c t .

-  S ick  =  Er .  kamno.  Eng.  the  exhaugted  one.

-  Ra ise  up  =  Gr .  ege i ro .  Eng.  to  a r+aken or  a r t ruse  f rom a
s l e e p  o r  d i s e a s e .
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-  S i n E  =  G r .  h a r m a r t i a .  E n g .  t o  m i s s  t h e  r a r k ;  t o  s i n .

V e r - s e  1 6 ,  . .

-  T r e s p a s s e s  =  G r .  p e r a p t o m a .  E n g .  x i l l f u l  t r a n s g r e s s i o n q
e r r o r .

-  F r a y  =  G r .  e u c h o m a i .  E n g .  t o  p r a y ;  t o  r i s h .

-  H e a l e d  =  G r .  i a o n a i .  E n g .  t o  n a k e  w h o l e .

-  E f  f e c t i v e  =  6 r .  e n e r g e o .  E n g .  r r i t h  e n e F g y .

-  F e r v e n t  =  6 r .  z e l o s .  E n g .  h o t .

-  P r a y e r  =  G r - .  d e e s i s .  E n g .  r e q u e s t ,  p r a y e r r  s u p p l i c a t i o n .

EXCUf tSUS:  CALLING FBR THE ELDERS gF THE C| {URCH (JAS,5 :14-16)

" A n d  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  f a i t h  w i t r l  s e v e  t h e  s i c k . '  I t  d s e s  n o t
s a y  " h e a l , "  b u t  " s a v e "  ( s e e  6 n , v . 1 5 ) .  I n  v ,  1 6  i t  s a y s ,

'  " t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  h e a l e d "  "  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t
" h e e l e d "  i s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .

T h e g e  v e r s e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  i u s t  g o i n g  t o  t h e
E l d e r a n d  g e t t i n g  a n o i n t e d  f o r  b e i n g  s i c k .

1) The rnen are reorreEentine God. Thereforeo yclu are
recogn iz ing  tha t  God is  work ing  th rough tha t  man when you
c a l l  f o r  a n  a n o i n t i n g .

? ,  "S ick .  "  A  very  b road gense o f  the  word  is  be ing  used
w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t .

3 )  h l h a t  $ r e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h e r e  i s  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e
w h o l e  p a c k a g e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t T h i s  i s  a  g o o d  r e a s o n  w h y
t h e s e  s c r i p t u r e s  a t ^ e  f o u n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e p i s t l e  t h a t  h a s
s p o k e n  o f  g o i n g  o n t o  p e r f e c t i o n ) .

4 )  E x a m p l e s  o f  p e o p l e  p r a y i n g  f o r  o t h e F s . . .

-  G e n . 2 O : 1 - 3 r 7 r t 7  -  A b i m e l e c h  a n d  h i s  r i f e  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o
b e a r  c h i l d r e n r  s o  h e  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o r n e o n e  t o  b e a r  h i s
c h i l d  f o r  h i m ,  B u t  n o t e :  A b i m e l e c h  w a s  n o t  a n y w h e r e  c l t r s e
t o  b e i n g  u n d e r  t h e  O l d  C o v e n a n t .  F i e  s i m p l y  o b e y e d  b y  d o i n g
w h a t  G o d  h a d  t o l d  h i m  t o  d o .  T h e r e f o r e ,  G o d  h e a l e d  h i m .

-  Job42:7- tO -  Job 's  p rayer  Has ansnered when he  fo rgave
o t h e r s , '  t h u s  h e a l i n g  h i m .

5 )  S i c k n e s g  a n d  H e a l i n g .  T h o u g h  h e a l i n g  i s  o n e  o f  6 o d ' s
b e n e f  i t s ,  J a s " S : 1 4 - 1 6  d o e s  n o t  d o  a r + a y  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
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B i b l e  a n d  t h e  f o n m u l a s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t / c r e a t i o n  o f  h o l y t
r i g h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  J e s u g  h i m s e l f  l e f t  u s  t h e  e x a m p l e  t h a t
H e  a n e  t o  f o l l o r r  h i s  s t e p s .  C h r i s t  s u f f e r e d ,  a n d  s o  r n u s t  w e
( l F e t . 4 : 1 ) .  A n d  t h a t  s u f f e r i n g  m a v  b e  t h r o u q h  s i c k n e s s .

6 )  b J h a t  c a u s e s  S i c k - n e s s ?

a )  S i n .  O r ,  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  o f  6 o d ' s  L e w  ( l J n . 3 : 4 ) .  B U T ,
s i n  x i l l  n o t  a l w a y s  b e  t h e  c a u s e  f , o r  s i c k n e s s -  L i k e w i s e ,
s ickness  does  nE l t  mean the  person haE s inned.

-  I ' t t . 9 : 1 - 6  -  ( t h e  p a r a l y z e d  m a n  h e a l e d )  T h i s  m a n  r * a s  n o t
c o n v t ; r ' t e d ,  a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  h o l y  S p i r i t  e i t h e r .  H e
wa.g  hea led  to  ghow tha t  Chr is t  had the  power  to  fo rg ive
s i n s .  l , l e ,  n o w ,  a r e  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n
covenants .  In  thege verses ,  they  r ie re  no t .  Peop le  were
s t  i  I  I  go ing  to  the  Temp le  to  o f  fe r  an ia ra l  sa t r t ^ i  f  i ce .  There
r^ raE no c fne  €e ia re  ye t r  o f  the  change tak ing  p lace  in  the
E o v e n a n t s .  F e o p l e  w e r e  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  t t :  t h e  L e v i t i c a l
p r i e s t h o o d  f o r  t h e  c l e a n s i n g  o f  s i n  a n d  t o  a d m i n i s t e r
sacr i f i ce .  Hear ,  h re  see Jesus  coming on  the  scene w i th  the
p c l F i e r  t o  f o r g i v e  s i n s  a n d  h e a l  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h i s  w a s
d e f  i n i t e l y  s o n , : : t h i n g  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  !  ( W i t h  t h i s ,
C h r i s t  w a s  s h o w i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o F e  i n t e r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e
s p i r i t u a l  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l ) .

b )  T h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  a r e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  t h i r d  a n d
four th  genet 'a t ion .

-  E x . 2 O : 5  -  N o t e  t h e  f c l l l o n i n g  e x a m p l e . . - b a b i e s  a r e  b o r n
defor rned because o f  venerea l  d igease.  D id  the  baby  s in?
N o ,  b u t  t h e  p a r e n t s  d i d ,  T h e  s a m e  w i t h  d r u g  a d d i c t s  a n d
o t h e r s .

c )  By  no t  p roper ly  judg ing  ounse lves  and no t  p roper ly
d i s c e r n i n g  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e r e b y  b r i n g i n g  i u d g n e n t
dor+n upon ourse lves .

! C o r . l 1 : 1 6 - 2 L  -  T h e  b r e t h r e n  h r e r e  h a v i n g  l i k e  a  p o t - l u c k
s ty le  d inner .  Except  tha t  even here ,  so toe  h te re  be ing
g l u t t o n s  a n d  e a t i n g  a l l  t h e  f o o d .  T h e n  t h e  r e s t  w o u l d  e n d
u p  h a v i n g  n o t h i n g .  T h e  e n d  r e s u l t  o f  a l l  t h i s  r * a s  d i v i s i o n
r + i t h i n  t h e  b o d y  o f  t r h r i s t  ( v . 2 1 ) .

h f h a t  i s  d o n e  a t  t h e  p a s s o v e r  s e r v i c e . . .

-  C h r i s t s '  l i t e r a l  b o d y  h a s  p a i d  f o r  b o t h  o u r  p h y s i c a l  a n d
s p i r i t u a l  s i n s  ( J n . 6 : 5 1 ) .  T h u s  y o u  r n u s t  e a t  b o t h  h i s  f  l e s h
a n d  b l o o d  ( J n . 6 : 5 4 ) .  N o w ,  J e s u s  h i m s e l f  h r a s  g i v e n  a
p h y s i c a l ,  m o r t a l  b o d y  ( H e b .  1 O : 5 )  .  l . f h e n  t h a t  b o d y  H a E
o f f e r e d ,  t h e r e  r + a s  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  b o d y  a n d  t h e
b l o o d  f o r  t h e  p a y r n r n t  f s r  s i n  ( i , e .  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n



t r h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s i n s  -  v v . 6 - f O ) .  T h e  o f f e r i n g  o f
h i m s e l f  e r a s  o n e  w h o l e  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  s i n .  T H E  B L O D D  A N D  B O D Y
E S U A L S  A  T O T A L  S A C R I F I C E  ( H e b . 1 O :  l 9 - 2 O ;  C o I . l z Z O - ? ? i
E p h . 2 :  1 5 - 1 5 )  .

l C s r . L 1 ; 2 3 - 2 5  -  T h e  b r e a d / b o d y  o f  C h r i s t  =  l )  t h e  l i t .
b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ;  7 ,  t h e  l 4 s r d  o f  6 o d .

l C o r . 1 O : 1 6 - 1 7  -  T h e  b r e a d / b o d y  =  t h e  t r h u r c h  o f  G o d .  B o t h
Chr is t  and the  Church  r rake  up  c lne  body  (1Cor .  l?zL2 l  ,

l C o r .  L L z 2 9  -  " u n r * o r t h i  l y "  =  i r r e v e r e n t l y .  F i r s t  o f  a l  I  t
N A N E  a r e  w o r t h y  o f  p a r t a k i n g  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e .  B U T ,  C h r i s t
i s  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  i t  i f  n e  c t r m e  t o  h i m  b y  f a i t h .

-  v . S O  -  T h e  E o r i n t h i a n s  w e r e  n o t  d i s c e r n i n g  t h e  b o d y  o f
C h r - i s t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  y r e r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t
C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h  a r e  o n e .  f t  r * a s  i n  t h i s  w a y  t h a t  t h e y
l *e re  tak ing  the  Pagsover  w i thout  reverence.

-  v . 7 9  -  " d i s c e n n i n g "  =  6 r .  d i a k r i n a .  E n g .  t h o r o u g h l y
j u d g i n g ,  Y o u  m u s t  d i s c e r n  t h e  L o r d ' s  b o d y  a n d  b e  r e c o n c i l e d
to  your  b ro ther  be fore  par tak ing  o f  the  Pagsover .

-  v . S O  -  T h e  r e g u l t  r i f  " n o t  d i s c e r n i n g  ( n o t  t h o r o u g h l y
j u d g i n g )  t h e  L o r d ' s  b o d y ? "  D e a t h  a n d  s i c k n e s s .

-  v , 3 1  I f  w e  d o  n o t  j u d g e  o t h e r s ,  G o d  r * i l l  b r i n g  i u d g m e n t
down upon uE.

-  v , 3 2  -  " B u t  r + h e n  u r e  a r e  j u d g e d . "  Y o u  x i l l  b e  t r i e d .  B u t
i t  r * i l l  be  fo r  your  own gron th ,  no t  because o f  judgment .
F o r  w h o m  t h e  L o r d  l o v e s ,  h e  a l s o  c h a s t e n s  ( H e b . L Z z 6 l .  T h i e
c h a s t e n i n g  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  s i c k n e s s .  G o d  m a y  e v e n  a l l o r r  u s  t o
d i e  b y  s i c k n e s s  e v e n  w h i l e  i n  t h e  f a i t h .

-  v ,33  -  A  n ice  r *ay  o f  say ing . . .D0 NOT TAKE THE PASSOVER
IRREVERENTLY:  !

d )  T h a t  t h e  w o r k s  o f  E o d  c a n  b e  m a d e  m a n i f e s t .

-  J n . 9 : 1 - 4  -  E v e n  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  r e a l i z e d  r ' r h e r e  s i c k n e s g  c a n
c o m e  f r o m .

e )  T h a t  w e  m i g h t  h a v e  c r e a t e d  i n  u s  h o l y ,  r i g h t e o u s
c h a r a c t e r .

-  God a l  lows us  to  be  t r ied  and tes ted .  He a lso  Ie ts  Satan
tempt  us  fo r  a  purpose.  l lhy?  Our  iudgment  i s  now,  and Gsd
r + a n t s  u s  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  i n h e r i t  h i s  k i n g d o m  n o w  r a t h e r  t h a n
t o  b e  i n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  l a t e r .  t l i t h  t h i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r - e  i s
t h e  n e e d  f o r  f a i t h . . .

5 t



There  is  a  fs rmula  ( rec ipe ,  ne thodo logy)  wher -eby  6od c rea tes  in
u s  h i s  h o l y ,  r i g h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  H e  d o e s n ' t  c r e a t e  w i t h i n  u s
c h a r a c t e r  b y  f i a t ,  b u t  b y  a  p r o c e s s .

-  l t t . 9 : 2 7 - 2 9  -  T h e = e  m e n  h a d  a  t y p e  o f  f a i t h  t h a t  m a d e  t h e m
rea l ize  tha t  Jesus  r . ies  f les r iah  and tha t  he  had the  power  to
hea l  thern .  But ,  r r le re  these ,nen conver ted? No.  A t  th is
t ime even the  Apost leg  r rene no t  conver ted .  Nsne had as  ye t
en tered  the  covenant  o f ,  sacr i f i ce .  There  xere  none who had
entered  the  process  o f  go ing  on to  per fec t ion .  Though these
m e n  h r e r e  t o t d ,  " b y  y o u r  f a i t h r "  y o u  m u s t  a l r r a y s  c o n s i d e r  t h e
qr! :g-Ug5!-gn-ces. r+hen you see a heal ing in the Bible.

-  A t  t h i s  t i r n e ,  m e n y  w i l l  a p p l y  H e b . l 3 r B  a n d  s a y  t h a t  t h e
above exarnp le  must  a lways  t rome to  pass .  But  th is  i s  ius t
no t  Ec t .  God had hea led  nany  in  the  OT who were  no t  under
t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  s e t r r i f i c e ,  a n d  y e t  r ^ t e r e  h e a l e d . . . n o n e  w e r e
c e n v e r t e d ,  C h r i s t  d i d  i t  d i f f e r e n t  t h e n  t h a n  h e  d o e g  n o w
because the  covenants  have changed.  WHAT BOD IS AND t lHO EOD
IS HAE NOT CHANGED, ONLY THE COVENANTS HAVE'CHANGED. The
w a y  h e  h a s  d e a l t  a n d  i g  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i s  p e o p l e  h a s  a l r + a v s
changed a l  I  th rouch the  centur ies .  b lhy?  Because there  have
b e e n  n e e d s  f o r  c h a n g e  ( e . 9 .  t h e  n e w  c o v e n a n t ) .

-  H e b . 1 3 : 8  i s  a  s l i g h t  p a r a p h r a s c  o f  l ' l a l . 3 : 6 .  T h i s  v .
re la tes  te  the  ques t ion  posed in  227,  "b lhere  is  the  God o f
j u d g m e n t r ' i u s t i c e ? "  E o d  h a s  a l w a v s  b e e n  t h e  6 o d  o f  i u s t i c e .
Ask ing  such a  ques t ion  r *as  say ing  tha t  God had changed h is
r i g h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  S o  G o d  r e f u t e s  t h e m  b y  s a y i n g '  o I

change no t ,  there fore  you are  no t  consurned,  O sons  o f
I s r a e l "  ( 3 : 6 ) .  I f  6 o d  i s  n o t  a  6 o d  o f  j u s t i c e t  J a c o b  v r o u l d
have been ur iped ou t  a  long t ime ago.

- Bod had said al  I  af  the above around the statement made
tha t  he  iE  go ing  to  send h is  messenger  o f  the  Nect  Eovenant .
t r fha t  tha t  says ,  overa l l ,  i s  tha t  though cer ta in  th ings  nus t
change concern ing  rnen,  6od 's  F l r rpose and charac ter  does  no t .
E o d  d o e s  n o t  c h a n g e .  H e  d o e g  d o  i u s t i c e ,  i . e .  h e  w i l l  s e n d
h i s  l ' l e s s i a h .

T h e  n e e d  f o r  f a i t h  ( c o n t .  ) . . .

A t  t ro r in th ,  the  peop le  had many prob lens .  They  were
debat ing  about  who xas  the  grea tes t ;  they  r le re  tak ing  each
s t h e r  t o  c o u r t ;  t h e y  l e t  i n c e s t u o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  r e m a i n  i n
the  Church  and they  l<ept  the  Passover  incor rec t ly .  And to
t o p  i t  a l l  o f f ,  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  n e e d e d  t o  p a r a d e  t h e  g i f t
o f  tongues to  show horc  g rea t  they  r re re  and pu t  on  a l l  k inds
o f  t h r i  1 l  s h o w s  w i t h  t h e i r  g i f  t .  5 o  P a u l  u s e s  l t r o r .  1 3  t o
shor^r them xhat they REALLY need.
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1 C o r . 1 2 : 3 1  " € x c e l l e n t "  =  G r .  h y p e r b o l e .  E n g .  f a r  m o r e
e x c e e d i n g .  P e u l  g o e s  o n  t o  s h o w  t h a t  c h , 1 3  i s  t h e  m o r e
e x c e l  l e n t  r r a y ,

1 3 : 2  -  L o v e  =  E r .  a g a p e .  E n g .  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e .  l f
a n y t h i n g  I  d o  i s  n o t  d o n e  i n  l o v e ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  n o b l e ,  i t
x i l l  p r o f  i t  r n e  n o t h i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  m y  I i f e  r n u s t  c o n s t a n t l y
b e  m o v i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e .

v v , 4 - B  -  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  s f  t h e  c h i e f  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l o v e  t h a t
a r u s t  b e  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  o u r  l i v e g .

-  v . 1 3  -  " A b i d e "  =  L i v e g .  F A I T H  I S  T H E  S P R I N E B O A R D  T O  A L L
T H I N G S  S P I R I T U A L ,  I t ' s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t o w a r d s  y o u r
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  6 o d  ( H e b . 1 1 : 6 ) .  F a i t h  i s  a l s o  t h e
s p r i n g b o a r d  t o  h o p e .  T h e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  w h i l e  i n  t h i s
t . l s r ld  and the  hope to  come.  Fa i th  and Hope go  on  to  p roduce
h o l y  a n d  r i g h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  y o u .  A n d  t h e  o u t c o r n e  o f
l i v i n g  b y  t h e s e  ( f a i t h  a n d  h o p e )  i s  L s v e  ( l T i m . 1 : 5 ) .

D e f i n i n g  f a i t h . . .

H e b . 1 1 : 1  " n c r s r  f a i t h  i s  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h i n g s  h o p e d  f o r ,
t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i n g s  n o t  s e e n .  o

Fa i th  +  hope =  love .  But  what  i s  hoped to r?  t lha t  i s  the
e v i d e n c e ?

An example  is  in  Rom.4 ; t7  -  As  fa r  as  Abraham r+as  ccrncenned,
fsaac  was dead.  But  Abraham knew tha t  i t  was  th rough Isaac
tha t  Abraham's  narne r las  to  be  passed on to .  So,  Abraham knen
t h a t ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  h e  w o u l d  l i v e  b y  a  r e s u r r e c t i o n  ( t h u s
A b r a h a m  r + a s  g o i n g  t o  k i l l  I s a a c )  t H e b . 1 1 :  l 7 - L q J .

-  R o m . 4 : 1 8 - ? 1  " a g a i n s t  h o p e "  =  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e
w o r l d ;  " i n  h o p e "  =  t h e  h o p e  o f  E o d . . . T H I S  I S  T H E  S U B S T A N C E
OF THIN65 HOPED FBR - THE RESURRECTION! !  Abraham had been
hop ing  tha t  Isaac  wou ld  be  born  and i t  r+as  by  the  ho ly
S p i r i t  t h a t  6 o d  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  b y  o p e n i n g  S a r a h ' s  w o t i  - r .
And though th is  i s  r *ha t  happened -  and i t  on ly  h rppened by
G o d ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i t  t o o k  A b r a h a n ,  b y  f a i t h ,  t o  c o t n e
t o g e t h r  ' '  a n d  h a v e  i n t e n c o u r s e  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  b a r r e n n e = s  t o
be gone.  I t  took  fa i th  and hope fs r  Abraham and Sarah to
c o r n e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  c o n c e i v e  I s a a c .

-  R c r m . 4 : ? 2 - 5 ' , ?  -  " N o h r ,  b e i n g  i u s t i f  i e d  b y  f a i t h .  "  I . e .
s u b m i t t i n g  t o  6 o d ,  b e i n g  c o n v i c t e d  o f  s i n ,  t h u s  r e p e n t i n g ;
a f  t e r  r - e p e n t a n c e ,  t + e  a r e  b a p t i z e d i  i n  b e i n g  b a p t i z e d r  H €
h a v e  h a n d s  l a i d  u p o n  u s  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  h o l y
S p i r i t  b v  f a i t h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p r o t r e s s  w h e r e w i t h  C h r i s t
j u s t i f i e s  u s  b y  f a i t h  ( 5 : 1 ) .
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-  A f t e r  a l l  t h i s ,  w e  c o { n e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  i n  o u r  l i v e s  -  b y
g e t t i n g  b a p t i z e d  a n d  s u b n i t t i n g  t o  G o d  i n  o b e d i e n c e  -  e f e  s a y
t o  G o d o  , ' I  w i l l  b e  f a i t h f u l  t o  m y  d e a t h .  N o  r r a t t e r  w h a t  i t
t a k e s .  "  A n d  l o o k  s n t o  r , r h a t  i s  h o p e d  f o r  ( t h i s  i n c l u d e s
a n y w h e r e  f r c : m  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  s i c k n e s s ,  u n f a i t h f u l  x i f e t
e tc . ) .  6OD }J ILL  EM YOU hfHAT IS  NECESSARY TO SEE TO IT
THAT YOU ARE THERE IN THE T'I ILLENIUI ' I !

-  N o r + ,  l o o k  a t  R o m . 5 : 3 - 4  -  H e r e  i s  a  s u c c i n c t  l i s t  o f  r * h a t
i s  t o  b e  h t r p e d  f o r .  k l e  a r e  t o  g l o r y  i n  o u r  t r i b u l a t i o n g
xh
p r

P e
t h
P e
an
i t

i ch  u l i  I  t  c t rme in  many f  s rms.  t r lhy?  Because these t r ia ls
o d u c e  p a t i e n c e .  A n d  p a t i e n c e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  b e c o m i n g
r f  e c t  a n d  c o m F  l e t e .  5 o ,  i f  y o u  a r - e  s i c k r  i t  c o u l d  b e  s o
at  you rnay  preduce the  pa t ience necessary  t t :  9o  on to
r f e c t i o n  ( J a s . 1 z 2 - 4 ) .  I f  a  P e r s ' o n  i s  a n o i n t e d  f o r  h e a l i n g
d  i s  n o t  h e a l e d ,  i t  m a y  b e  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  f a i t h r  o F r

c o u J d  v e r y  w e l l  b e  t h a t  G o d  i s n ' t  d o n e  p r o d u c i n o  t h e
t ience ng ,ceg,sary  fo r  You tq  qo  on to  per fec t ion !  6od r ' lan tgE_q

you to  learn  f rom the  s ickness  what  he  r+ants  vou to  learn .
T h e r f s r e ,  h e a l i n g  b y  a n o i n t i n g  m a y  n o t  r e a d i l y  t a k e  p l a c e .

Rernernber ,  when you came under  the  covenant  o f  sacr i f  i ce t  you
g a v e  y o u r  t i f e  t o t a l l y  t o  G | o d  a n d  g a i d ,  " h l h a t e v e r  i t  t a k e s ;
whatever  yor - r  need to  do  to  me;  whatever  i s  bes t  fo r  met  tha t
I  r ^ l i  I  I  do  in  o rder  to  have your  charac ter  p roduced in  ,De.  "
T h i s  c a n  e n t a i l  s i c k n e s s  o r ^  e v e n  d e a t h .

-  Rom.5 :4  "perseverence '  {6 r .  hupomone-  Eng-  t r  roo f -
t e s t i n g ) .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h i n g s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  t h e i r  t r o u r s e
i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o d u c e  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  S o ,  i n  t h i s  l i g h t t  i f  y o u

are  no t  i rn rned ia te ly  hea led ,  chances  are  your  tes t ing  ig  no t
o v e r  y e t "

-  v . 5  -  " . . . h o p e  d o e s  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t . ' . "  H o p e  =  t h e
resur rec t ion .  "Because the  Love o f  6gd is  shed abroad in
B u r  h e a p t s . . ,  "  H o r * ?  B y  b e i n q  t e s t e d ,  b e i n q  f o u n d  a p p r o v e d
a n d  I i v i n q  b y  f a r t h .  S a y i n g t  t h e r e f o r e r  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
l i v i n g  n c l w  o r  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  r e s u r n e c t i o n t  y g } u  s t i l l  h a v e
h o p e .

-  Z C o r , l ? ; 7 - l Q  -  ( P a u l ' 5  e x a m p l e  o f  l i v i n g  f a i t h )
P a u l  r l a s  g i v e n  a  t h o r n  i n  h i s  f l e s h  ( p r o b .  a  p h y s i c a l
a i l m e n t  l i k e ,  e y e s i q h t r  o F  u l c e r s ) ,  B u t  G o d  a l l o w e d  t h i s .
P a u l ,  a  c h i e f  a p e = t l e  o f  6 o d ,  w h o  h a d  h e a l e d  I i t e r a l l y
h u n d r e d s  o f  p e o p l e  b v  f a i t h ,  x a s  n e t  h e a l e d  h i m s e l f  .  l r f h y ?
6 o d  a l l o w e d  i t  t o  r e n e i n  s o  P a u l  c o u l d  p r o d u c e  t h e  p a t i e n c e

n e c e i E s a r y  f o r  p e r f e c t i o n .  H i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  a l l  t h i s ?  P a u l
g l o r i e d  i n  h i s  i n f i r m i t i e s  ( v . 1 0 ) .  T o  c o u n t  t h e m  a s  j o y  w a s
r e l y i n g  o n  G s d  t o  s e e  h i m  t h r o u g h  t h e m .
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T h e  l , l i I I  O f  G o d . . .

-  L k . S : 1 2 - 1 3  -  T h i s  n a n ,  t o o ,  n a s  n o t  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o
p e r f e c t i o n ,  n s r  u n d e r  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  s a c r i f i c e .  Y e t ,  i t
w a s  G o d ' s  r * i  I t r  t e  p e r f o r m  t h i s  m i r a c l e  o f  h e a l i n g .

-  v .  t Z  *  C l e a n  :  G r .  k a t h a r i z o .  E n g .  p u r i f y t  P u r g e t
c  I  e a n s e .

-  R o m . E } : 2 5 - 2 6  -  I t ' s  t h e  S p i r i t  t h a t  i n t e r c e d e s  f o r  u s  a n d
h e l p s  u s  t o  c r y  o u t  t o  G o d  i n  o u r  i n f i r m i t i e g -  T h u s '  y o u

w i l l  b e  l e a t n i n g  6 o d ' s  w i t l  w h e n  y o u  a r e  n o t  e v e n  s u r e  w h a t
6 o d ' s  r ^ l i  I  I  i g  r + h i  l e  p a t i e n t l y  e n d u r i n g  y o u r  d i v e r s e
t n o u b l e s .  T h e  S p i r i t  i t s e l f  w i l l  i n t e r c e d e  f o r  u E  c r n  t h e s e
o c  c a s i  o n s .

T h e  q u e s t  i o n  t r ' a y  a r i s e .  .  .  " s h o u l d  r r e  p r a y  f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  ' s

h e a l i n g  i f  i t  i s n ' t  G o d ' s  r + i 1 l  t o  h e a t r ? "

-  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  G o d  d o e s n ' t  r * a n t  a n y o n e  t o  b e  s i c k .  E o d  d i d
n o t  o r d a i n  s i c k n e s s  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  t r i a l s  t h a t  h e  n o w
nray  pu t  us  th rough.  The very  fac t  tha t  ne  s in  i s  why  these
t r i a l s  - l i k e  s i c k n e s s -  c r t r c t . l r  a n d  e x i s t .  6 o d  u s e g  s i c k n e s s
as a toel  to have us endure and overcof l ie and be iudged whi le
h e r e  s n  e a r t h .  G o d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  a l l o x  s i c k n e s s  a s  l o n g
a s  y o u  n e e d  t o  e n d u n e  t r i a l .  S o ,  P r a y  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t
and be ing  -as  Dav id  d id -  tha t  the  s ickness  o f ,  another  can be
taken away (y lh ich  rnay  ,nean the  person w i l l  learn  the  lessong
t h e  t r i a l  i s  t r y i n g  t o  i n c u r  a n d  g o  o n t o  t h e  n e x t  p r o b l e m .

-  R o m , 8 z 2 7 - ? 8  -  R e a l i z e  a l s o  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  a r e  s i c k r  o F
s o r n e b o d y  e l s e  i s ,  t h a t  J e s u g  h i m s e l f  i s  a l s o  p r a y i n g  x i t h
u r r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,  a t  h r e  a l s o  p r a y  f o r
h e a l  i n g .

VERSE 16:

Confess  your  t re=passes  to  one another ,  and pray  fo r  one another t
tha t  you  may be  hea led .  The e f fec t i ve ,  fe rvent  p rayer  o f  a
r igh teeus  tnan ava i l s  much.  (See above fo r  g reek  y rords)

I f  there  is  any th ing  be tween you and your  b ro ther r  gc '  to  h in
a n d  b e  r e c o n c i l e d .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t :  Y o u  w i l l  9 o  t o  t h e
Elders .  Note :  h lhen i t  c t rmes to  confess ing  your  s ins  to  one
another ,  rnake sure  they  are  s ins  tha t  a re  be tween you and
h e .  D o n ' t  s t a r t  p o p p i n g  o f f  a  l i s t  o f  s i n s  s o  a s  t o  c o r p a r e
yourse lves  w i th  each s ther .  The idea o f  con fess ing  your

s i n s  i s  t o  b e  r e c o n c i l e d  r * i t h  t h e  b r o t h e r  v o u  s i n n e d
a q a i n s t .  t J h e n  i t  c o r n e s  t o  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  s i n s t  y o u  a r e
to  go  to  6od and ge t  counse l  w i th  a  min is te r t  nc t  \ rour
f r iends .  AL[ {AYS,  r , rhen s in  i s  con fesgedr  i t  i s  fo r  the
f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s ,  n o t  t h e  s w a p P i n g  o f  * a r - s t o r i e s .



VERSE l7z

E l i j a h  w a s  a  r n a n  w i t h  a  n a t u r e  l i k e  o u r s ,  a n d  h e  p r a y e d  e a r n e s t l y
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o l  r a i n ;  a n d  i t  d i d  n o t  r a i n  o n  t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h r e e
y e a r s  a n d  s i x  m o n t h s .

J a r n e =  u s e s  t h i s  i l  l u s t r a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  t h e  t o p i c  d o w n  t o
e , a r t h .  I t  i s  t o  g h o w  t h a t  H e  c a n  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p o w e r  E l i i e h
h a d  i f  r * e  p u t  i n  t h e  p r a y e r  a n d  P o w e r  t h a t  E 1 i j a h  d i d -  Y o u
k n o w r  w p  t e n d  t o  i m m a r t a l i z e  p e o p l e  l i k e  E l i i a h  a n d  m a k e
t h e m  b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e y  a r e .  T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h
shor+ ing  honor  and resFect  to  the i r  o f f  i ce t  bu t  a lv rays
remember  tha t  they  were  human ius t  l i ke  u re  a re .

VERSES 19_2O:

Brethren, i f  enyone arnsng you wanders frorn the tnuthr and sornectne
t u r n s  h i m  b a c k ,  l e t  h i m  k n o w  t h a t  h e  r , l h o  t u r n s  a , s i n n e r  f r s m  t h e
er - ro r -  o f  h is  way w i l l  save  a  sou l  f ron  death  and cover  a
r n u l t i t u d e  o f  s i n s .

Fo lks ,  vou  are  vour  b ro thers  keeper .  You are  ha t ing  your
b r o t h e r  - w h i c h  i s  a  f o r m  o f  n u r d e r  ( l J n - S : 1 5 ) -  w h e n  y o u
d o n ' t  g o  t o  h i m  a n d  c o n f r o n t  h i r n  w i t h  h i s  s i n  ( L e v . 1 9 : 1 7 ) -

Verse  2O -  S in  cannot  be  covered un less  i t  i s  f i r s t
con fessed and repented  o f  by  the  person h imse l f  to  Bod-
B u t ,  y t : u  a s  a  b r o t h e r  c a n  h e l p  t h e  p n o c e s s  ( t ' l t . 1 8 : 1 5 ;

l J n . 3 : 1 2 - l B  -  e s p .  v . 1 4 ) .  F o r ,  b e i n g  y o u r  b r o t h e r s '  k e e p e r
i s  t o  l o v e  h i r n  ( l P e t . 4 : 8 )  !
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