
Our Time to Shine - By Adrian Davis 

 

Summary 

Pastor Adrian Davis argues that Christians often misunderstand endurance as passive survival. 

Instead, biblical endurance is active participation in God's work until Christ returns. As society 

enters increasingly difficult prophetic times, churches require strong spiritual structure rather 

than merely enthusiastic believers. 

Using the collapse of the Quebec Bridge as his central illustration, he argues that just as 

engineering failures cause physical death, weaknesses in church structure produce spiritual 

collapse. He contrasts consumer Christianity with contributor Christianity, arguing that every 

believer has been gifted by God to strengthen the body. 

The sermon builds toward a biblical model of church organization involving both: 

• vertical authority (Christ → elders → deacons → brethren)  

• horizontal ministry (members serving according to spiritual gifts)  

This structure prepares the church for persecution, preserves unity, protects joy, and allows the 

Holy Spirit to work effectively. 

 

The central proposition is: 

"Without structural integrity, the church cannot survive the pressures of the last days or 

fully manifest the power of the Holy Spirit."  
 

Practical Applications 

The sermon encourages believers to: 

 discover their spiritual gifts  

 actively serve  

 strengthen relationships  

 embrace correction  

 contribute to congregational health  

 prepare spiritually for persecution  

 value biblical authority  

 avoid church consumerism  

 build covenant relationships  

 pursue maturity  

 
Memorable Quotes (Paraphrased) 

 Structure is not theoretical; when structure fails, people die.  

 This is not our time to hide—it is our time to shine.  

 We were not purchased "as is"; God purchased us for what we are to become.  

 Every believer is either a consumer or a contributor.  

 The church is a household, not a marketplace.  

 Joy is protected by structure.  

 The Holy Spirit equips believers to build one another, not merely themselves.  

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



Main Themes 

1. Active Endurance  - The sermon begins by redefining endurance. 

Many Christians think endurance means:  - hanging on  - surviving  - waiting  

Instead, biblical endurance means: 

 continuing Christ's work  

 remaining productive  

 faithfully serving until His return  

The church must remain active rather than merely defensive.  
 

2. Darkness is Coming 

The sermon repeatedly stresses that:   

 Jacob's Trouble approaches  

 persecution is coming  

 believers should expect rejection  

 society will increasingly oppose faithful Christians  

However, this is not intended to produce fear. 

Rather: 

This is our opportunity to shine. 

Christ warned His disciples beforehand so they would not be offended.  

 
3. The Quebec Bridge Illustration 

This becomes the governing metaphor. 

Key lesson: 

Engineering mistakes ignored 

↓ 

Bridge collapse 

↓ 

Loss of life 

Likewise: 

Ignoring spiritual weaknesses 

↓ 

Church collapse 

↓ 

Spiritual casualties 

The Iron Ring symbolizes continual awareness that structure matters.  

 
4. Consumer vs Contributor Christianity 

Consumer Christian: 

 attends  

 critiques  

 receives  

 shops for churches  

 evaluates others  

 avoids responsibility  

Contributor Christian: 

 serves  

 builds  

 encourages  

 exercises gifts  

 strengthens others  

 accepts covenant responsibility  

Churches become weak whenever members primarily consume rather than contribute.  

 
5. Church as Household 

Rather than a marketplace, the church is:  - family  - covenant  - household  - body  

Therefore members cannot simply leave whenever conflict appears. 

Families work through conflict. 

Consumers simply shop elsewhere.  



 
6. Spiritual Gifts Exist to Build Others 

The Holy Spirit is not merely for personal blessing. 

Its purpose is: 

 edification  

 contribution  

 service  

 strengthening others  

Every member possesses unique gifts. 

No member is unnecessary. 

No member is sufficient by himself.  

 
7. Vertical and Horizontal Structure 

Perhaps the sermon's most distinctive teaching. 

Vertical: 

Christ 

↓ 

Elders 

↓ 

Deacons 

↓ 

Brethren 

Horizontal: 

Members exercising gifts together 

This creates both: 

authority 

and 

mutual ministry. 

Both are necessary.  

 
8. Authority Exists for Edification 

Authority is presented not as domination but as: 

 protection  

 maturity  

 unity  

 shepherding  

Healthy authority: 

serves 

develops 

equips 

protects 

rather than controls.  

 


