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Infroduction

hroughout the eons God has not
changed from His purpose—His plan
for life! For He is LIFE!

He is the Creator of the breath, blood, and
spirit of every living creature. Creation itself
reflects the awesome nature and handiwork of
God, and it is magnificent!

However, when sin entered into the world
the effects were immediately seen—and it was
a grim picture.

Adam and Eve had to leave the garden,
and their special fellowship with God. They
were separated from everything God had pro-
vided for them. Pain, suffering, and death,
were going to be a merciless part of human
life. Sin is deadly, and it is the opposite of
EVERYTHING GoD 1s! But, thanks to God, even
Satan’s wicked influence couldn’t destroy
God’s plan.

In His great mercy He made A way for us
to not be separated from Him, and to have life.
We know the “way,” and that way is Christ,

Jesus said, “I1 am the way, the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father EXCEPT
through me” (John 14:6).

Deliverance from the deadly results of sin
can be found in Jesus Christ; and only through
Him.

The Long Road

After delivering His people from their
slavery in Egypt, God had to educate them, for
the effects of long living within a society that
served many gods had to be corrected.
Teaching them who He was and how to wor-
ship Him—and Him alone, had to be done.



While overall, as a people,
they had retained a knowledge of
their beginnings and history, they
were still strongly influenced by
their long sojourn in this strange
country. They needed to know the
true God.

But, if God were to dwell
among them there needed to be a
way for the imperfect man to
approach the perfect God.

In its

original state the

Tabernacle provided tangible
reminders to man of a most holy
God, and the results of sin. It’s
very purpose also reveals the
redemptive nature of God, for it
isn’t the death and blood of bulls
and goats that God really desired.

Samuel said it well: “Has the
LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LoOrRD?
Behold, to obey is better than sac-
rifice, and to heed than the fat of
rams” (1 Samuel 15:22).

We can see the steps a
Christian takes at becoming one
with God

Tabernacle worship .

reflected in the

At Sinai, God gave Moses
specific instructions concerning
the nature, construction, and fur-
of the

nishings Tabernacle
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(Exodus 25:40). These instruc-
tions were not the imaginative
decorating schemes of Moses, but
the definitive directions of God
and showing a lack of respect and
faith in God'’s instructions always
bring serious consequences to the
one who neglects to listen to
God’s wisdom. For who is wiser
than God-—man?

It seems that from the begin-
ning mankind had a nature that
says: “I'll do it my way. Why
should it matter?” Or, as Cain
probably thought, “Why should
God not accept what I am willing
to give? Am I my brother’s keep-
er? What's the harm?”

It’s a tragic fact: Man, without
God, does not see the deadly

nature of sin.

Look Back, Look Forward

Our study about the
Tabernacle will teach us about
many things: Our Savior, our
Deliverer, and God’s ultimate plan
of deliverance and salvation.

God led Israel out of slavery
in Egypt with mighty miracles. He
delivered them from the slaughter
of the pursuing Egyptians with
walls of water. He provided a light
by night and shade during the day.

He fed them; and led them to a
placé to reestablish His Way of
life among His people.

In this awesome tableau, we
see a reflection of the plan God
predestined for ALL people-—who
come out of the slavery of sin;
pass through the waters of bap-
tism, are fed, sheltered, illuminat-
ed, and led by His Firstborn Son.

Jesus, the Firstborn, the King
of kings, Lord of lords, will lead
many other brothers and sisters,
changed from mortal to immortal
(truly born again), into the
Kingdom of God. And ultimately
God the Father will come down
from heaven to live with His chil-
dren.

We hope that learning about
the Tabernacle will give you a
sense of wonder because it shows
that the nature of God truly is the
same yesterday, today, and forev-
er—ijust like His great plan!

He wants us to LIVE with Him
forever, not to die! Oh, what a glo-
rious plan!

Now, let’s learn more about
Jesus as we look at the Tabernacle
in the Wilderness, and the Temple;
allow God to teach you more
about Him. O
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Have a great Feast of Tabermacles 2000!
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J Reflection og
Lesson 1
Preparing to Build

the Tabernacle
Exodus 25:1-9,22; 36:3-7

ing heart. God does not want to force man into a mode

of worship, but rather He wants us to come eagerly
and willingly with thankfulness.

The building of the Tabernacle is an excellent exam-
ple of this principle. The people were not taxed, nor were
they commanded to tithe, in order to build the Tabernacle.
They were told only to give willingly. Those who did not
want to give were not required.

It is important to God that we worship Him with a will-

The Willing Heart

Giving with a cheerful heart is an important concept
to understand. When God told Moses to build Him a
Tabernacle, the children of Israel certainly set an excellent
example when gathering the material to build God this
dwelling place. They gave willingly and ¢cheerfully. They
gave so generously that Moses had to restrain them from
giving any more.

Can we imagine what it would be like today if we had
this same attitude of giving?

The Spirit of Giving

While the Israelites camped at Mount Sinai, Moses
was given the Law. As a part of the Law, God gave Moses
specific instructions which involved the building of the
Tabernacle.

Moses instructed the people of Israel that they were to
make an offering to God (Exodus 25:2-7). The people
could bring gold, silver, or brass. They could offer red,
blue, purple, smooth, or hairy thread. They could bring
animal skins, wood, jewels, spices, or oil. Anyone who
was willing could bring an offering to the Lord.

Moses gave the materials to the workmen and told
them to use this to build the Tabernacle.

The people gave generously, far more than what was
needed (Exodus 36:3-7). Moses had to finally instruct the
people not to make any more offerings. There was more

than enough to build God’s Tabernacle! God blessed some
of the men with the skills of artisans. These men taught
others.

This giving spirit comes from God. Jesus reminds His
workers, “Freely you have received, freely give”
(Matthew 10:8). This spirit of giving signifies trust. God
will meet your needs; don’t be fearful. “Give, and it will
be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over, will be put into your bosom.
For with the same measure that you use, it will be meas-
ured back to you” (Luke 6:38).

You can’t beat that! O

Scripture for Today
“Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compuision,
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthlans 9:7).

Questions:

1. Who loves a cheerful giver?

2. Do you think giving of your time, substance, and

energy is a form of worship?

3. What does it mean to “give” with a cheerful heart?

4. How do you worship God with a spirit of joy?

5. Do you think singing is a form of worship?

6. God gave His holy Law to the Israelites from what

mountain?

7. Does God want to live among people?

8. 'What did God instruct Moses to build?

9. Did the Israelites contribute to building the Tabernacle

willingly?

10. What can we give to our church?

11. What can we give to others?

12. When we give to others, are we sharing the blessings

God has given us?
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The Tabernacle

A generous heart, a warm smile, and helping hands
==®  puilt the Tabernacle by God’s instructions. °

Across
1. A vegetable substance used for seasoning.
5. A metal alloy of copper and tin.
8. Cheerfully consenting.
10. The fibrous substance of trees.
14. Twisted fiber used for sewing.
16. Precious stones.
17. The color of blood.
18. Reverent honor and homage (o God.

20. Covered with hair.
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Down
Color with the components of blue and red.
External covering of animal without the fur.
To construct.
Not rough.
A yellow metallic element.

Necessity.

. A white metallic element.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Something offered in worship or devotion.
The color of a clear sky.

Reliance on the strength and integrity of God.
Impatient longing.
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The Shadows of Salvation

Look up the Scriptures and see the big picture
Tabernacle Descripfions of Jesus

1. 1Timothy 2:5;

Priest—only the priest could enter the Holy of Holies on the
Day of Atonement.

2. Hebrews 10:10:

Brazen Altar—for the blood sacrifice

2 Corinthlans 3:18:

Bronze Laver—the cleansing of water. 3.

— t cl f .
Altar of Incense—for a sweet cloud of fragrance 4 Revelation 5:8:

Shewbread—the Hebrew word means bread of the

presence, it was unleavened bread (pecause it was a 5 John 6:33:
meal offering it HAD to e unieavened). Bread is the staff
of ure.

6. John8l2:

Golden Candlestick—the ONLY light within the Tabernacle. 7. 1John 2:2; 2 Corinthians 5:21: John 6:31; John 11:25:

The Ark of the Covenant—contained three items

(the tablets contaning the Ten Commandments, o
golden jar of manna, and Aaron’s staff)
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