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All | Really Needto
Know | Learned From
the Noah's Ark story.

1. Don't miss the boat.
2. Don't forget that were
al in the same boat.
3. Plan ahead. It wasn't
raining when Noah built
theark.
4. Say fit. Whenyou're
600 years old, someone
might ask you to do
something REALLY big.
5. Don't listen to critics,
just get on with what has
to be done.
6. Build your future on
high ground.
7. For safety's sake, travel
in pairs.
8. Two heads are better
than one.
9. When you're stressed,
float awhile.
10. Remember that the ark
was built by amateurs; the
Titanic was built by
professionals.
11. Remember that
woodpeckers inside are a
larger threat than the
storm outside.
12. No matter the storm,
when you're onewith God
------- there's arainbow
waiting.

-Author Unkown
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The Rainbow Promise
Genesis 8:18-22; 9:1-17

While in the Garden of Eden,
Adam and Eve had gven into
temptation and sin entered theworld.
Things in the world continued to get
worse up to thetime of Noah. During
the time of Noah, God decided to
destroy dl life that was on the earth,
except for Noah, his family and one
of every kind (mde and femde)
animd. After the flood, when Noah
and his family were able to leave the
ak and wak on dry gound, they
built an dtar so they could worship
and prase God. God was plessed
with Noah and his family for gving
thanks. God then spoke to Noah
saying,

“I set my rainbow in the cloud
and this rainbow shal be a token of
the covenant between me and the
earth And it shal cometo pass when
| bring a cloud over the earth, that the
ranbow shal be seen in the cloud. |
will look upon it, and | will remember
the everlasting covenant between me

and you and every living creature upon
theearth.”

Do you know what it means to
make apromise? It means to keep your
word. A promiseis sacred and should
not betaken lightly. If you tell someone
that you are going to do something, you
must follow through and do it. A
person who does what he says is &
person of integity. Never make &
promise without gving it serious
thought. People sometimes have a hard
time keeping a promise. However,
when God makes a promise He keeps
it.

The ranbow is a sign of a
promise God made a long time ago. A
ranbow eppears in the sky ether
during or after arain. It is in the shape
of an arch and is made up of seven
colors. The next timeit rains and you
see a rainbow remember this is a sign
from God that He will not flood the
entire earth again. Because we bdlieve
that the Bible is the inspired word of
God we know this story of arainbow is
true, not a myth. We can have fath
God will keep His promise.

The Parents Corner

Children are aprecious gft that should be thought of and appreciated. In her book
The Joy of Parenthood, Jan Blaustone shares some warm and persona thougtsfor

parents:

There are no magc answers when it comes to raising children—but thereare

many magc moments.

Beforeyou try to gveyour children what you didn’'t have, gve them what

you do have.

Your children are your grestest gfts in life. Caring for them wdll isyour

“thank you.”

Although you may not aways have the energy to play bal, you'll be dad youdd.




First Teach Who God Is

A child that is not taught faith or areverence for a
being greater than himsdf is a child that will go through life
mordly adrift. Children tend to belittle beings that think the
world revolves around them. Children need to be taught at
an early age that they are not the center of the universe. In
order to begn this process they must be taught early on that
there is a Creator who is a the controls and He is one that
loves and cares about them very much. The knowledge of
who God is sets the foundation for teaching faith.

To begn to build a foundation of faith, introduce
your child to their Creator. While there are only a few
places in the Bible that refer to God's appearance, they
certanly emphasize His incredible brilliance (Reveation
1:14-16; Danid 7:9-10). Teach your child tha God's
existence may be powerfully demonstrated by the creation
that is dl around. It is not hard to find God, one just needs
to take the time to look and appreciate. As an example,
God's hand is seen in the hummingbird a your window, the
butterfly flitting in the park, a sunset or moonrise and the
list goes on. As a parent, it is your responsibility to teach
your child about the character of God and how His existence
is dl around.

God is the supreme Crestor and Sustainer of the
entire universe. He is the Life-Giver. His names are many,
such as Creator, Counseor, Heder, Father and Almighty.
David said in Psam 19:1," the heavens declare the gory
of God; and the firmament showeth his handi-
work”. Romans 1:20, Paul records that “theinvisible
things of Him from the creation... are clearly seen
being understood by thethings that are made,
even his eternal power and Godheed; so that they
arewithout excuse’. Of dl the many characteristics of
God, loveis the most outstanding.

God isthetota embodiment of love.
Heisthe gver of every good and perfect gft.
Hisis an unsdfish love. Loveis so much a
part of God ‘s character that “ God is love’
(I John 4:8). We see His lovefor us through
the sacrifice of His son (John 3:16), and
forgveness of our sins. God made us in His
image (Genesis 1:26); He knows the number of hairs on
our head (Mathew 10:30). His thoughts of you are as
countless as the sand on the seashore (Psalm 139:17,18).
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Our God is red and present everywhere
(Psdm 139: 7-12). Findly, He loves man
so much that He has devised a master
plan to share Himsdf by reproducing
Himsdf through man. While God is the
eternd, omnipresent, al-powerful,
supreme Creator who sustains gaaxies,
he is a the same time a loving and
merciful God who is concerned about
each human being. Teach your child to
have absolute fath, belief and trust that
God does exist and to trust His words
(Hebrews 11:6).

As previously read, without faith
it is impossible to please God. Faith is
not just afeding in ones heart. Truefaith
motivates ones thoughts and behavior. It
is the promises of God that fath
ultimately deals with. Hebrews 11:1 say's,
“Now fath is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” Faith is the trust “in things not

seen.” We cannot see God, but our faith
comes from perceiving God's hand in al
of creation and His presencein on€ s own
life. Teach your child to willingy believe
God exists and that He will accomplish
those things He has promised.




Noah And The Ark

Genesis 6:1 --- 9:17

Haveyou ever had your friends or kids you hardly
know make fun of you for doingwhat it is right? How [
did their teasing make you fed? Instead of doing
what is right, were you tempted to join them?
It is sometimes very hard to bethe only onein )
acrowd who chooses to do what isright. The
following story is aout aman named Noah
who lived on earth along time ago. In spite of ‘ o

everyone around him doing wrong, he believed .
and obeyed God. )

Duringthetime of Noah, God was filled with
sadness that the people on the earth had become very
wicked and in their hearts and minds there was evil. God was
so grieved by what He saw that he was sorry He had made man.
God sad to Noah, “I will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the earth” (Genesis 6:7).
Noah was the only just man who lived. While every one around Noah was sinning against God, Noah's life
was one of righteousness.

Everyone but Noah and his family would die because of ther sinful ways. This must have been
very sad news for Noah. In spite of the sinful ways of others al around him, Noah continued to please
God. Think about your life. When taking atest, doinghomework or doing ones chores, it seems at times to
be easier to copy afriends' homework, cheat on atest or not do the chore completely. After dl, every body
does it. But, would this be the correct thing for you to do? No, it wouldn’t because you know what the
Word of God says, “Let us not grow weary while doing good” (Gaatians 6:9). While others around you
may think you are afool for doing what is right, God is pleased when you make the right choices. Noah
obeyed God, doing dl that He commanded of him.

It is believed that it took Noah 120 years to build the ark (Genesis 6:3). Noah was about 480 years
old when God told him to build the ark. Twenty-two years after this hisfirst son Shem was born. A year
later Japheth was born and ayear after him, Ham. All three of Noah's sons, from the time of their birth
until they were dmost 100 years old, grew up around the ark and helped to build it. Duringthe 120 years
that Noah worked on the ark, he would gve awarning message to the people about God's judgment. They
probably made fun of him and teased him about his belief. This did not stop Noah from standing firm in
doingwhat was right.

After the ark was finished, God told Noah to enter the ark with his wife, son and his sons’ wives.
“You shall take with you seven each of every clean animd, amde and his femae: two each of animas that
are unclean, a mae and his femae; aso seven each of birds of theair, male and femade, to keep the species
aive on the face of dl the earth” (Genesis 7:1-4). Seven day s later God caused it to rain upon the earth for
forty days and forty nights. Every livingthing on earth was destroyed. God kept his word, only Noah, his
family and every living creature on the ark was saved (Genesis 7:11-24).

Continued on next page. . .
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... Noah and the Ark continued

“The fountains of the degp and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was
restrained. The waters receded from the earth. At the end of 150 day s the waters decreased. The ark rested
on the mountains of Ararat” (Genesis 8:2-4).

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark and let out araven that would fly to
and fro. Noah dso sent out a dove that returned because she had found no resting place for the sole of her
foot as thewaters still covered the earth. Noah waited another seven day s and once again sent out the dove.
This time the dove returned in the evening and when she did there was in her mouth afreshly plucked olive
leaf. Noah knew then that the waters had receded from the face of the earth. Noah waited another seven
day s and sent out the dove again this time the dove did not return to him.

God spoke to Noah, saying “ Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and y our sons’
wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing of al flesh that is with you, birds and cattle and
every creeping thing that cregps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and
multiply on theearth” (Genesis 8:15-17).

So Noah left the ark with his wife, sons and his sons’ wives. Every besst, every cregping thingand
every bird left the ark. Noah then built an dtar to the Lord, and offered him burnt offerings of every clean
anima and every clean bird. The Lord smeled a soothing aroma and said, “I will never again curse the
gound for man’'s sake, athough the imagnation of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will 1 again
destroy every living thing as | have done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and hest,
winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease’ (Genesis 8:21-22).

God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth”
(Genesis 9:1). He continued to say: “Behold, | establish My covenant with you and with your descendants
after you, and with every living creature that is with you; the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth
with you, of dl that go out of the ark every beast of the earth. Thus | establish My covenant with you:
Never again shall al flesh be cut off by the water of the flood; never again shdl there be aflood to destroy
the earth. Thisisthesign of the covenant which | make between M e and you, and every living creature that
is with you, for perpetud generations: | set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the
covenant between me and the earth” (Genesis 9:9-13).

Although at times it is hard to continue to do what is right when others are doingwrong, God will
bewith you. You must read the Word of God, listen and obey your parents and pray to God asking Him for
the strength to do what is right. God will bless you for obedience. Year after year Noah kept doingwhat
was right. He never stopped buildingthe ark. He followed the commands of God and obviously had a deep
desire to do God's will. He was a good example for his family, the people of his day and he is a good
example for us to follow today. Noah was rewarded for his faithfulness and you will betoo if you desireto

be faithful to God. E
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Thereare many different
animas in the Bible. Changeinto
your best safari clothes, grab your
pencil, and get ready for aBible
Safari. See how many of these
animds from the Bible you can
find in the jJunge below.

CcboCHDI1LLAFO
AAAY ACLARSETDI
T OTMNRDUONIKEY
T SRETSOORZ®QVU
LEVLREGLVDBAR
EAGLEPTWETEPA
R FTBOLTIONSGX
S HEEPTO CLEU QRO
GNIT ATXOFULUHA
LEARCNGBMMFAZ OV
C1 S ERBROBTI1IRD
LALHAOABTETVLSSEG
Cc OEMWETCETDOTEH

bear / bee/ bird/ camel / caterpillar / cattle / cobra
dog/ donkey / dove/ eagle/ fish / fox / horse

lions/ quail / raven / rooster / sheep / wolf / worm
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Piggy Back!

Gather some of your friendstogether forthis
realy great game. Get a sicker for each
player. Scretly write the name of oneanimd
on each sticker. Place one sticker ontheleck

of each person (don'’t let them see what’son
the gicker). When you say go, everyone
walks around the room asking each other
“yes’ or “no” questions about the animal on

their back. See who can guess what’s riding
on their back firgt.

Animal Crackers!

Here'sa game of charadeswith atwist. Get ¢
box of animal crackers and a few friends.
Each person draws an animal out of the box,
and quickly eatsit without letting anyoness
what it is. After completely swallowing the
cracker begin acting like the animal. Thefirg
person to guessthe correct animal getsto ke
the next person to eat (play).

Just for Fun!

Where did Noah keep his bees?
In the ark hives.

Why did the crow st on the
telephone pole?
He wanted to make a long caw.

What isafrogsfavorite drink?
Croaka-cola
Why did the worm overdeep?

Because he didn’t want to get caught by
theearly bird.
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COLOR ME!

Noni M cVey

Youth Director

Church of God, Internationa
P.O. Box 223675

Carme, CA 93922
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