
Teacher’s Bible Study

Our story this week takes place after the death of King Saul
and  after David has become King. David was king of Judah

first and then later to all Israel. The ark had been brought to
Jerusalem and David desired to build a temple for the Lord. When
David had things well under control, he turned his attention to a
promise he had made to Jonathan. Jonathan was the son of Saul and
David’s closest friend. Both Saul and Jonathan had been killed in a
battle. David sought to find relatives of Jonathan. He found
Mephibosheth, who was Jonathan’s son. 

Mephibosheth (muh-FIB-uh-sheth) had been called Meribaal
after the pagan gods.  He was born as a normal and healthy child,
heir to the throne of King Saul. When he was five years old, news
arrived that King Saul and Jonathan were dead at the hands of the
Philistines. The nurse taking care of Mephibosheth was frightened.
While she was running to escape danger, she dropped
Mephibosheth, crippling him in both feet (II Samuel 4:4).

In ancient times, there were many kinds of servants. There were
those who were actually slaves, captured prisoners of war, and oth-
ers who were hired for wages. Ziba was a servant of King Saul. After
Saul’s death, he was more than likely a slave. As a slave, Ziba and
his family faced a lifetime of servanthood. After many years of loyal
work, a servant such as Ziba may have been put in a position of stew-
ardship. A steward was someone who was responsible for taking
care of the master’s household and supervising the work of the other
servants.  There are examples of servants who were so admired that
they were asked to choose a wife for the master’s son (Genesis 24),
inherit property (Genesis 15:2), and marry into the master’s family (I
Chronicles 2:35). Female servants acted as wives when their mas-
ter’s wives were unable to bear children (Genesis 16:2; 30:3–5, 9).

After Saul and Jonathan were killed, some members of the fami-
ly fled to Lo Debar. Mephibothsheth was one such member. The city,
Lo Debar, was also known as Debir. This is not the Debir southwest
of Jerusalem. This Debir was probably located east of the Jordan
River and in the land of Gilead.

In preparing for this week’s lesson, read the following scriptures:

Jonathan and David I Samuel 18:1–7
Jonathan protects David I Samuel 20
David’s sorrow II Samuel 1
David and Mephibosheth II Samuel 9
Love chapter I Corinthians 13

Lesson 15

David and Mephibosheth

The Church of God,

II Samuel 9

Memory Verse
“Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving

one another even as God 
in Christ forgave you”

(Ephesians 4:32)

Teacher’s Objective

At the end of the session,
the

students should be able
to:

Define the word servant

Locate on a map 
the Jordan River 

and Lo Debar

Describe how we
please God when 

we are kind to others

Express in their own 
words how they 

will show kindness 
to others

Materials Needed
See “Teaching Activities”

for specific details

May be duplicated for classroom use.
Not to be sold.
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Presenting the Bible Story
It was the custom during Bible times that when a new king came

into power, he would search out the sons of the former king to put
them to death. This was done so that they could not become king.
Mephibosheth could have been in danger as he was the grandson
of King Saul and the son of Jonathan, King Saul’s son. Both King
Saul and Jonathan were dead. Now David was King.

Mephibosheth is a picture of all of us before God. We are an
enemy of God if we break His laws, think wrong thoughts, or if our
desires come before God. This does not show love toward God, and
these actions do not  please God (Colossians 1:21). All of us have
sinned and sin comes between you and God. No one is righteous
(Romans 3:10).

Jonathan and David had made a covenant with one another.
They promised to show love and kindness to one another’s house-
hold.

One day, King David inquired if there was anyone left alive from
Saul’s family. The pledge he had made with Jonathan was not for-
gotten. Ziba, a former servant of King Saul, was called. David may
not have known of Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth. He may have
been born after David fled from Saul (I Samuel 20:42).

In order to please God, we must show kindness to others. This
is what David did. God loves each and every one of us. God says,
“Yes, I have loved with an everlasting love; therefore with lov-
ingkindness I have drawn you” (Jeremiah 31:3). The love and kind-
ness of God is shown to us in so many ways. Now David wanted to
show his love and kindness toward anyone who was left in
Jonathan’s family.

Mephibosheth must have been somewhat frightened when he
received the summons to appear before Kind David. When he
arrived, he fell down on his face in complete humility and he
referred to himself as David’s servant and as a “dead dog.”

Because of the deep love David had for Jonathan, David
restored to Mephibosheth all the land that belonged to his grandfa-
ther, Saul. Ziba, his 15 sons and 20 servants were to farm the land
for Mephibosheth, and  David gave Mephiboseth the privilege of
eating at his table. 

Mephibosheth did not deserve the kindness that David
showed—just as we do not deserve God’s kindness. God welcomes
us into His family because His Son, Jesus Christ, died for our sins.
We please God when we obey God. One way to obey God is to
show kindness to others, kindness to our enemies. 

Romans 5:9,10: “Much more then, having now been justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when

II Samuel 4:4

Mephibosheth
(muh-FIB-uh-sheth) 

was a member of the 
enemy family

I Samuel 20:13–17

II Samuel 9:1–8

Locate Lo Debar 
on a map. It is east
of the Jordan River

II Samuel 9:9–13
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Teaching Activities
Young children

Provide your students with the appropriate Activity Page.

Older children
Provide your students with the appropriate Activity Page.

Explore the Subject
1. If you turn your back on God, are you His enemy?

2. Does sin separate you from God?

3. Is there even one person that is righteous?

4. What is a servant and what is the name of the servant in 
today’s story?

5. How did King David show kindness to Mephibosheth?

6. Does it please God when we show kindness?

7. Is it easy to be kind and tenderhearted?

Respond and Reinforce
1. How will you show kindness this week to others?

2. Discuss memory verse.

Art and Activities

Explore with your stu-
dents the following ques-

tions:

Always close your
class with prayer
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