The Ghurch of Gd,

Lesson 4

Jesus Washes the D scipl es

John
13:1-17

Menory Verse

Let themdo good, that
they be rich in good
vorks, ready to give
wlling to shere

( Tinothy 6:18)

Teachers (bj ective

A the end of the session,
the student s shou d

be ddeta

1L Dfine inthdr om
words what it neans
to be betrayed

2. Locate inthe Od
Test anent where
Mses speaks of the
vashing ritud of priests

3. Describe the inport at
lesson of humlity
that Jesus t aught

4. Express inther om
wor ds how Jesus

nst have fet wile
teaching the discip es

Material s Needed
See Teaching Ativities
fa spedfic adivities

' The Gwrch of Gd, International, 1997

Teacher s B ble Study

y far the nost inportant festival of Jesus life was the

one at whi ch He was betrayed. O this occasion, He net
wth Hs disciples at the beginning of the 14th of Nsan. It is
clear not only fromthe Gospel of John that He had the Last
SQupper a day earlier than the Jews (18:28), but al so by pass-
ing renarks in the Synoptic Gospels. (Wile it is recogni zed
that there are still some unanswered questions in any attenpt
at harnonizing all four accounts, it is evident that Jesus took
H s Passover a day earlier than the Jews.)

In any case, Jesus at this tine instituted the syniol s of
the Lord s Supper for Cristians and al so went through the
cerenony of washing the disciples fest. Then He died as the
Passover Lanb of God.

The purpose of the foot washing cerenony i s expl ai ned by
Jesus Hnself as being to show true humlity and the proper
sense of service. Read John 13:12 17. No one can be
greater than Jesus Qrist; yet Jesus was the greatest servant
of all and gave nore than anyone el se for nankind. This spir -
it of Qristian love and service is expressed synbolically by
washi ng anot her person s feet and then allowng that person
to reciprocate.

Thus, the Passover represents Qrist s sacrifice for
al both the individua and the world and pictures the initial
step in salvation. Qily through accept ance of this sacrifice
can one repent and be forgiven. Repent aceis thefirst st age
inindividual conversion.

Note: Be sure to ask your student s to bring in recipes for
next week s art activity. Recipes shoul d be wthout | eavening.
Read Lesson 5 At Activity for nore det al.
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John 13:1,2

John 13:3 5

John 13:6 11

John 13:12 15

John 13: 16, 17

At and Activities

Presenting the Bble Story

The account of Passover in the Gospd of Jonis one of great ten-
derness and intinacy. Judas Iscariot had al ready been pronpted by the
Devil to betray Jesus. The disciples that renained were those wo truy
I oved Jesus. Jesus | oved the disciples. Jesus mnistered to themand H
served them To hel p underst and how Jesus nay have felt this evening,
knowng that He only had hours to live, think of peogde who are termina |y
ill. My tines those wo knowvthey only have a very short tine to live
vart to go hone ad be wth their famly and friends. Stting wth the ds-
ciples, the nen Jesus spent so nuch tine wth, nust have been like
going hone for Hm Wile Jesus is wth the discipes, H teaches them
howto have a continued intinacy and fell owship wth Gxd.

There vere public baths and private baths during this period of tine
The peopl e of the day wore sandals. The roads were dusty. It was a com
non practice that when a guest cane to your hone, a servant woul d
vash the guest s feet to renove the dust fromthe road. In Ecodus
30:17 21, Mses speaks of aritud washing for the priests The | esson
here for the dscipes and for us today, istobe hule Hmlityis true
geatness. Read Gl atians 6:10:  As we have therefore opportunity, le
us do good unto all [nen], especially unto themwho are of the househd d
d fath

As ve see, Peter was upset wth the thought that Jesus woul d serve
himby washing his feet. He did not vant Jesus to stoop to being a com
non househol d sl ave. As we see fromthese scriptures, Reter woul d not
be aloned to fell owship wth Jesus unl ess Jesus did wash his feet. Upon
thsredizaion Rter says, Na ny feet oly, but also ny hands and ny
head

Jesus set a very inport at spritud exanple If your naster is wlling
to stoop and clean your feet, you shou d be wlling to stoop and cl ean
your neighbor s feet. It vas alessoninhumlity. The actions of Jesus
shoned Hs love. To please God, we nust learn to serve others wth a
huniol e heart. Read Mrk 10:43: But so shall it not be anong you: but
whosoever Wil be great anong you, shall be your minister. Itisrd
avays easy to be wiling to serve athers. It is far nore enjoyad e to be
served

Jesus nat only vanted the disciples to underst and this inport at les-
son, He aso vanted themto put into practice the lesson of serving.

Teaching Activities

Young Chil dren

Dvide a paper in quarters and ask the children to drawyou a picture
in each section of howthey wil hep their fanlies this veek

Have themconpl ete a dot-to-dot of the bag Judas carried the
noney in.

Qder Children
Have chil dren nake a coupon book to give to their nother or their
faher. Mteria s needed are construction paper, hoe punch, and ribbons
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Expl ore wth
your student s
the fol | owng
quest i ons:

A ways cl ose your
class wth prayer

or pipe cleaners for ties. For children wo cannat wite, have themdraw
apctue o howthey wil be he pfu tothdar parent s The coupon book
can be for one day or one week. Hre are a fewsuggestions: | wll set
tretdde every nigt for dmer ; | will nat leave ny books or dathing on
the floor when | return hone fromschoo ; When you ask ne to fetch
sonething for you, | wil and | wll have a hgppy atitude; | wil deanny
room; | wll nowthe lam; | wll sweep the porch. Wile the children
vork, enphasi ze how Jesus had an attitude of wllingness to hel p and
serve others.

Uhscrantl e the word puzzl e, and conpl ete the Activity Page,
Ruting Jesus in Yar Life.

Expl ore the Subj ect

1. Read John 13:10. What was the I esson Jesus was teachi ng
Peter? (W need to ask for forg veness cortinual ly)

2 Wt isthe dyect lesson of humlity that Jesus t aught? (If Jesus
as our Lord can stoop to wash the feet of the disciples, then we shoud
nat hesitate to do the sane and serve.) Read verse 16.

3. Jesus vas betrayed by Judas, and yet Jesus did wash the feet of
Judas. Thisis aninport ant lesson that Jesus was teaching us. WMat is
that |esson? (W are to treat the stranger or eneny wth an attitude of
love and a wllingness to serve.)

Respond and Rei nforce

1. Bhcourage your student st tojust tak about |ove, and serving
ahers, bu tobeckit wthther actioms.

2 Achdlenge for each of us is torespond to Jesus nessage of for -
gveness. Howwll we go about in our daily lives and serve our brother
and Judas aike?

3. Dscuss the nenory verse.
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Activity
Jesus Washes the Dsciple s Feet

John 13:1-17
Unhscrantl e the words belowand wite the answer on the lines to the right.

1 lesiicsid

2 eof

3. ahsw

4, ssuel

5. revossaP

6. duennl avee

dar eb
7. new
8 odhd
9. ynontree
10 a d ppsuer
I m]tm B—wd Ufe John 6:35
' The Gwrch of G, Internationa 29 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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Activity Page
Rutting Jesus in Your Life
Maki ng bread can be fun. During the Days of Whl eavened Bread, only water and flour are
used to nake flat bread. Thisisathin crisplbread If you add yeast to your bread it get s puf fy
adligt.
Inorx life vevat totake sinout and put sonething else in. Add the nissing consecutive
lete fromeach set of letters. And ot wo ve vat inour life

Hl KLM

BCDFG

OPQRT

TVWXY

RTUVW

ABDEF

EFQ J

OPQST

GHJ KL

PQRTU

RSUVW

He that coneth to ne shall never hunger
John 6:35

' The Gwrch of G, Internationa 30 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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Activity Page
Jesus Washes the DO scipl es Feet
John 13:1-17

Onnect-the-dot s to reveal vihat Judas
caried far thedscipes. Ga the pctue
See John 13: 29 for a cl ue
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