The CGhurch of Gd,

Lesson 8

Hijah s (hall enge wth Baal

| Kings 18:1 46

Menory Verse

For Gd hath not given
wthesprit o fear; bt o
power, ad o love ad
of a sound mnd

(Il Tinothy 1:7)

Teacher s (pj ective

A the end of the session,
the student s shou d

be ddeta

1 Define vhat it neans
towrshipanidd.

2. Locate Mount GCar nel
on a nap.

3. Descri be how t he peo-
ple va ked the fence
wor shi pi ng two gods.

4, Express inthar om
wor ds how t hey know
@d is the one and
only true Gd.

Material s Needed
Se Teaching Ativities
fa gedfic ativities.

' The Gwrch of Qd, International

Teacher s B ble Study

lijeh s contest wth the prophet s of Bad is an exciting stary. As

well as being exciting, it is asigificat story about the history
d lgad. The stary of Hijah gvesinsights to the neaning of prayer. W
live nuch of our life here on earth by faith. Miny of the chall enges ve
faceinlife are conpletely out of our realmof contro. Read Mitthew 6.
Jesus did teach us howto pray. Just as Hijah had a relationship wth
Gd through prayer, we can too.

Hijah was a prophet that lived in Israel during the reign of King
Anab. There are nany scriptures in the Bble that refer to Hijah. The
prophet Milachi foretod the return of Hijah before the Cay of the Lord.
Read Ml achi 4:5 6. Zechariah was told by an angel that his son, John
the Baptist, woud go before him[Jesus]in the spirit and power of
Hijah totunthe hearts of the fathers to the children, and the di sobe-
dient tothe wsdomof the just; to nake ready a peopl e prepared for the
Lord (Luke 1:17). A the transfiguration, the discipl es saw Mses and
Hijah wth Jesus. Read Mitthew 17:3; Mrk 9:4; and Luke 9:28 33.

L1 Kngs 1701 The rain stops

2 | Kngs 17:14 Widow s food nitipies

3 | Kngs 1721 Widow s smisrestaedtolife
4. | Kngs 1838 FHre cones down on Mbunt
Car nel

5 1 Kngs 1841 Rinis restored tothe lad

Hre cones down on soldiers

Fraly, it is significant that we renenber that Hijah was a spokesnan
for @d There are seven miracl es that authenticate this fact. The seven
nmracles are as fol | ovs:

The Qd Testanent sees King Ahab as an evil king H narried
Jezebel , who was the daughter of the king of S don. Jezebel worshiped
the weather and fertility gods, Baal and Asherah. She was the one who
convi nced Ahab and his subjects to accept her religion. She set about
having the prophets of Gdd executed and replacing them wth the
prophet s of Ba. Ahab did nore to anger Gd than all the kings before
him Read | Kings 16:31 34. He was the seventh king of Israel and he
rued fromthe capita city of Smnaria King Ahab and Queen Jezebel
signed their omn death warrant when they killed Naboth for his vine-
yard. Hijah predicted Jezebel would die a vioent death. Read 11 Kings
9:30 37. King Aab died while at var wth Syria

Mke copies of Activity Page for each age group, enough for all
your student s. Provide construction paper, copies of the stones, cd ors,
gue and pencils; clay, wod to build on; toothpicks, sponges, water,
and cl ean-up suppl i es.
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Ask your students
sone of the
fol | owng questi ons:

| Kings 18:1 6

| Kings 18:7 12

| Kngs 18:12 15

| Kings 18:16 18

| Kngs 18:19 21

Presenting the Bble Stary

Have you ever been frightened? Od you ever wake up froma dream
and sonething in your room scared you? Mybe you were hone al one
vatching a novie in the dark and you thought you heard soneone in the
other room Ddit frighten you? Read what Jesus said in John 14:1:  Let nat
your heart be troided ye believe in Gd, believe alsoin ne

Wt is idd wership? Do you put your clothes, television sports, ad
fanous peod e first inyour life? Dd you knowthet if you are a sdfish per -
son, you nake yoursel f an idal ?

@d vas very angry wth King Ahab and Queen Jezebel . Gd sent his
prophet Hijah to varn themthat there will be no rain util Gd pernit sit,
through Hijah By the Book of Kerith Hijah vert into hidng Wile there
@Gd provided for him Ravens brought himfood to eat. WWen the brook
dried up, Gd sent Hijah to Zarephath. There Hijah lived wth a wdowand
her household. @Gd provided for them Their food supply never ran out.
Wen the wdow s son died, Hijah prayed and God answered hi s prayer by
bring ng the son beck to life

Ater three years (Luke 425 Hijah returned to see Ahab as God had
cormanded himto do. King Aab blaned Hijah for the drought he and hi s
peopl e vere enduring. (hadiah was a man who worked in King Ahab s
househd d. He held great responsibilities inthe pal ace. (padi ah feared and
believed in Gd He vas not the witer of the book (hadi ah. (oadi ah hid
100 of Gd s prophets in caves and fed themduring a tine when Queen
Jezebel ordered themto be killed. S nce there was an extrene drought and
famne in the land, this nust have been a very dif fialt t ask

Hijah was recognized by nadiah. Quit of respect, (hadiah bowed
down to Hijah. Renentber that Hijah was a wanted nan. (hadi ah was
concerned about reporting to Awb about Hijah sarivd. Wet if Bijehds-
appeared again, af ter (oadi ah reported speaking wth him Al knew that
the Sprit of Lord praected Hijah Red 11 Kngs 2 15,16, Ahab woul d thi nk
padi ah was tricking himand woul d probably execute him

(adi ah et Hijah knowthat he had been a servart of the Lord since
his youth. (padi ah thought Hijah woul d have heard about how he hid the
100 prophet s in caves and kept themfed. Hijah assures uadiah that he
wll preset hinsdf to Avab. Hijah had confidence in God s dility to hen-
de every situation. Read | Kings 17:1 as an exanpl e.

Viien Bijah and Anab net, King Aeb blaned Hijah for the drought.
Hijah honever, reminded himthat Gd had sent the drought because
Aab had led the people to serve idd s. Israe was introud e physica ly and
spiritua |y because they worshiped Baals. The dud, Bas, rdestolocd
idols. Read Judges 8:33.

It was decided to have the contest on Munt Grnel. The contest was
to be between Hijah and the 450 prophet s of Baal and the 400 prophet s d
Asherah. If you have a nap, locate Munt Grnel for your students
Bqpanthat this wvas not just one noutt ain, but a range of nount ars. The
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| Kngs 18:22 25

| Kings 18:25 29

| Kngs 18:30 35

| Kngs 18:36 39

| Kings 18:40 42

| Kings 18:43 46

At and Activities

place vas fitting, as it was between Israel and Fhoenicia. It vas these peo-
pl e, the Fhoenicians, whose ida worship vas in question. Ahab was prob-
ably pleased that this |ocati on was chosen.

The Phoenicians considered it as the sacred dwelling place of Baal.
Wen the people were gathered, Hijah questioned their doubl e ninded-
ness. He challenged their worshiping two gods. Widd it nt be better to
stop walking the fence and worship the one true Gd?

In these verses, Hijah explains howthe contest wil be carried out. H
nakes it dear thet it wil bedl 450 pradhet s of Baal agai nst the one prophet
of Gd.

As you read here in these verses, the false god, Beal, did not ansver
them This is because there is only one true Gd who ansvers prayer. Gll
uto ne, and | wll answer thee, and shewthee great and naghty things,
whi ch thou knowest nat  (Jeremiah 33:3). The one and only true God vant s
youtocall upon Hmand receive eternd life. For whosoever shall cal upon
the nane of the Lord shall be save. (Fonans 10:13).

B/ thisting it nost have been dovious to al that the prophet s of Bad
hed faled Hijah cdled the peode together. Long ago an atar had been
bult and ves fdling gpart. Hijah took twe ve stones, each representing one
o thetribes of Israd, adreparedthedta. Atrench vas built around the
dt a. Two neasures of seed equal ed thirteen quart s of seed Ater the wood
had been put in order and the bull had been cut in pieces, Hijah gave the
drective for it dl to be doused wth water three tines. He even hed the
trech filled wth veter . WWat was the purpose in pouring water over every-
thing? @udthis act prove that what was about to happen was nat a trick,
bu trdy a nrad €?

Hijah dd nat cary on wth wid dancing or slashing hinsef as the
prophet s of Baal had done. He sinply talked to Gd. Hear ne, O LORD
hear ne, that this people nay knowthat thou art the Lorp Gd, and that
thou hast turrned their heart back again. No sooner hed Hijah finished his
prayer, tte irg atly fire fel fromheaven cosumng the sacrifice The
cor dd the fdlowng, they fdl onther faces: ad they sad The LorD
Heis the Gd the LorDHeis the G

The prophet s of Baal were executed. Hijah declared to King Ahab t hat
the drought vas ended.

Hijah prayed earnestly to Gd for rain. He sent his servant seven tines
tothe top of the nout ain and ook tovard the sea. A last, onthe seventh
ting, arancoudthesized anan s hand appeared. Aab left fa Jerred
as the sky becane black wth clouds and wnd. It is approxinatel y twenty-
five niles from Mut Grnel to Jezred. The divine hand of the Lord
enabled Hijah to reach Jezred before Anab, who had a chariot.

The contest at Munt Grnel had discredited the worshipers of Beal
and had huniliated Queen Jezebel .

Teachi ng Activities
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Expl ore wth
your student s
the fol | ow ng
guesti ons:

A ways cl ose your
class wth prayer

Young Chil dren

Provi de constructi on paper for each student. Mke copies of the stones
on the At Ativity shests for each student. Have the students cda the
stones and then g ue themon their plain piece of construction paper. This
istobethedtar that Hijah bult. Be sure each student onl'y recei ves tve ve
stones, as this represent sthetvd ve tribes of Israd.

Mt ch the picture wth the word and then cd or.
Qder nildren

Fovide clay for the student stohildandta. If you have a pctue o
how alt ars |ooked, showthis to your students. Wile your student s vark,
reinforce tody s stary.

There are two activity pages: An unscranble the word, and a word
sear ch.

Expl ore the Subj ect

1. Have you ever experienced the af fex s of a drought? Wiat are the
consequences?

2. Do you vorship your naterial things, or do you prai se and thank Gxd
for dl that you have?

Respond and Rei nforce

1 The contest that took place on Munt Grnel woul d be considered
by sone not afair natch It was Hijah against 450 priest s. Wul d you agree
it was an uneven natch? Wio did Hijah have on his side?

2. Dscuss the nenory verse.
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Activity Page
Hijah s (hallenge wth Baal

| Kings 18:1 46
Wen Hijah the prophet prayed to God, God sent fire down onto the alta.
This proved that He, not Baal, is Gd.
it ch the words bel owwth the pictures and then col or.

At a

Cave

Bul | ock

Hre

' The Gwrch of G, Internationa 57 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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Activity Page

Elijah’s Challenge With Baal
I Kings 18:1-46

During the days of King Ahab of Israel, Elijah the Prophet warned that there would be no rain
until the Lord said. Elijah challenged the priests of Baal to a contest on Mount Carmel
to determine whether their god or his God could send fire to an altar.

Unscramble the words below.

1. TMNUO MCELRA
2. KOLLUBC
3. LICAESFR
4. TAARL
S. LEARSI
6. SEABTS
7. LABA
8. EHDI
9. TSNEARY
10. HAJILE
© The Church of God, Intemnational, 1997 58 May be duplicated for classroom use.
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Activity Page
Elijah’s Challenge With Baal
I Kings 18:1-46

Elijah challenged the priests to a contest on Mount Carmel. It was to determine whether their god or
his God could send fire on the altar. The priests of Baal cried out and cut themselves, and
nothing happened. Elijah prayed to God and He sent fire in a miraculous way.

Find the words below in the puzzle.

RIJ|IK|Z|J|B|E|Q|B|X|M|T|S|E|C
DIMEIMB|L|UJA|J|E|W|D|F|F|B
ZIO|L|Z|C|H|A|L|L|E|IN|G|E|E|E
HIU[O|VI|IE|R|U[H|L|H|F|I|R|E|B
NINIDIWM|B|I|V|A|IO|FIH|M|K|Z
S|ITI{IIMAIX|E|I]|A|J|C|P|R]|A]Y
B|C|R|H|F|S|D|L|B|IN|I|K|K|E]|F
X|A|A|L|T|A|R|A|JE|F|U|L|E|R]|P
W(R|{N|(O|B|C|C|R|V|A|P|M|E|W|D
O(MIN|O(X|R|T|O|E[{W|R{W|N|S]|A
RIE|T|A|W|I|O|A|E|D|O|S|B|H|Y
S|IL|O|VIE|FIM|J|C|P|P|P|I|T|V
HIWIR|F|B|I|H|Y|M|G|H|D|D|E|Z
I{B|C|M|J|C|R|C|Q|D|E|V|A|JU]|L
PIEIX|[S|[S|E|R|{V|A[N|T|{V|G|P|X
Ahab Obadiah Fear Idol Trench
Altar Challenge Prophet Israel Twelve Stones
Mount Carmel Elijah Fire Servant Water
Baal Power Hide Jezebel Wood
Bullock Famine Sacrifice Love Worship
© The Church of God, Intemnational, 1997 59 May be duplicated for classroom use.
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At Activity

Miterial s Needed:

Rain constructi on paper
Crayons or fet-tip narkers
Scissors
Glwe

' The Gwrch of G, Internationa 60 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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At Activity

Miterial s

i ssors

@l ored paper

Que

G ayons or col ored pens

' The Gwrch of Qd, International

Door Pl aque

@%;mdsﬁﬁ litea .
ey
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