The Church of God,

Lesson 10

Boldness of the Early Church
Acts 4:1 31

Teacher s Bible Study
Memory Verse
We ought to obey God
rather than men
Acts 5:29
Teacher s Objective
At the end of the session,
the students should
be able to:
1. Define Boldness.
2. Locate I Corinthians
3:16 and explain what it
means
3. Describe the importance of the miracle of
Jesus being with and in
the church
4. Express in their own
words how the early
church grew, despite
oppositions
Materials Needed
See Teaching Activities
for specific activities
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any passages from both the Old Testament and the New
speak of God being with His people. Yet, he is also transcendent that is, His existence transcends the natural world. He is
neither dependent upon nor affected by the laws that govern the universe, but is above and beyond their scope.

M

Through the prophet Isaiah, God says: For thus saith the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the
high and holy place [that is, He is transcendent; His dwelling, His
existence, is above and beyond the physical realm], with him also that
is of contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and
to revive the heart of the contrite ones (Isaiah 57:15).
Notice that God, who is transcendent, is also with those of a contrite and humble spirit. Though God dwells in the transcendent realm
(heaven) and is not part of the physical universe, He is capable of
being with His people, who live within the natural world and are a part
of it. He is with them in Spirit. Thus, the Holy Spirit is the spiritual presence and power of God at work in the natural world.
This truth is echoed throughout the New Testament. Paul asked the
Corinthians, Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (I Corinthians 3:16). This simply means
that God the Father dwells in His spiritual temple, the church. He is
with His people in Spirit.
Time and again the New Testament speaks of God and Christ
being with or in the church. Christ promised His disciples that He
would be with them always. Read Matthew 28:20. He promised,
Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in
the midst of them (Matthew 18:20). Paul said that Christ in you is the
hope of glory (Colossians 1:27). John said, If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us....Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in
us, because He hath given us of His Spirit (I John 4:12,13).
Today s story is about the growth of God s Word in the face of
opposition. A message to all, that despite what man does, God s Word,
will move ahead. It is about those who believed, acknowledged God s
sovereign power and asked for God s power to be manifested in great
boldness for the apostolic church.
Provide copies of Activity Page for each age group, enough for all
your students; white paper divided in fourths for all students; crayons,
felt-tip pens, pencils; copies of the Shield of Boldness for each student; construction paper and glue.
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May be duplicated for classroom use.
Not to be sold.

