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Lesson 11

Anani as and Sapphi ra

Acts 432 511

Menory Verse

Behal d, thou desirest
truhinthe inverd pat s
and in the hidden [pat]
thou shalt nake ne to
know w sdom Psalm
51:6

Teacher s (b ective
A the end of the
session, the student s
shoul d be able to:

1. Dfine the vard truchfd

2. Locate Glatians 6.7
and explain

3. Describe howto help
those that are downheart -
ed, using the exanpl e

of Barnabas

4. Express inthar om
wor ds how Anani as and
Sgpphira s sin ves
theliethey tdd

Material s Needed
See Teaching Ativities
fa spedfic adivities

' The Gwrch of Qd, International

Teacher s B ble Study

here were many exciting things happening in Jerusal em af ter

the Hly Spirit was given on the day of Fentecost. There was
the sharing of Gd s truth wth famly ad friends. The church was a
coomunity of those who believed in Jesus Qrist, repented of their
sins, were baptized, and had the | aying on of hands receiving the gift
of the Hly Sprit. Today, nany who say | attend this church or anoth-
g, refer toahbildng This was not the case in the New Test anent
church. The church in New Test anent tines refers to people. There is
no doubt that the first church was a dynanic fel | owshi p whi ch was root -
edinfaith to Jesus Grist and were wth one accord.

It is ineresting to note that the Od Test anent, from Genesis to
Ml achi, covers a period of thousands of years, while the event s of the
New Test anent barely take up 100 years. The Qd Test anent tells
about the lives of people like Noah, Abraham Sanson, Ruth, David,
and many nore. \Wile the New Test anent focuses in on Jesus Qi st,
the apostles, and Paul.

It isinthis story that we first neet up wth Barnabas, and as you
wll see, he comes to play an inport at rde inthe histay of the early
church. The nane, Barnabas, neans son of encouragenent. He
cane fromthe island of Gyprus. Barnabas was a Levite who owned
lad The Od Testamnent ruled against Levites owning property.
However, as we see in the case of Barnabas, this did not apply to
those who lived out side of Israd.

Qher than what is recorded in these verses, we know very little
about this Qristian couple, Ananias and Sapphira. Anani as means
@Qd is gracious. Sapphira neans beautiful. Anani as was not appre-
ciative of the graciousness of Gd, nor was Sapphira s lack of noral
inegity beatifu.

Without pause, the Bhletells of the sacrifice of Barnabas read Act s
436 The fdlowng verses tell of the hypocrisy of Ananias and
Sapphira. Wth lies and misrepresent aian Anani as and Sapphira seek
to be not able anong the people for their generous gift. Mybe they
were jeal ous of Barnabas.

This story is reminiscent of Achan in Judges 7.

Provide copies of Activity Page for each age group, enough for all
your students. Gt out letter for the truthfu bamner. Provide poster
board, ribbon or yarn, gue scissors, and pencils for the activity you
choose.

8 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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Acts 4:32 35

Acts 4:36 37

Acts 51

Acts 5:2 4

Acts 556

Acts 5:7 10

Acts 511

At and Activities

Presenting the Bble Stary

Ask your students if it is possible to hide wo you are by wearing
a nmask? Wiy do people like to wear a nmask? Wiy do peopl e pretend
to be sonething they are not? CGan we fool Gd about who we really
are?

Gd was working in the hearts of the believers. They shared the
truth of Gd wth nmany. The Holy Spirit enpowered the disciples to
preach about Jesus resurrection wth trenendous power. Those who
did believe in Jesus sold their goods vol unt arily and distributed them
to those in need.

Bvidently, Joses was given the nane Barnabas because of his
ability to encourage the downhearted. Barnabas neans son of
encouragenent. Nunbers 18:20 24 tells about how Levites were
prohibited from owning property. How did Barnabas own property?
Levites vere not toown land in Israel. The | and Barnabas owned nay
have been on the island of Gyprus. The other possibility is that the
land restriction was no | onger observed.

Anani as and Sapphira chose to sell their land. This was a vol un-
tay act. They could have kept the noney if they wanted to. The
noney was theirs to use as they w shed.

Keepi ng back a portion of the noney was not the sin of Anani as
and Sgpphira. The sin was lying about it. They said that they had
given all the noney when they had only given a part of the noney.
Peter says to Ananias, Satan hes filled your heart.... This verb
filled inplies cotrd o influence. The sane verb filled is used in
Bohesians 5:18, Be filled wth the Sprit.... Ananias all owed Sat anto
control and influence him Peter reprinands Ananias by saying he
has not lied to nen but to God.

Ananias died after he heard these words. Read | Peter 4:17.
Peter wote this later that judgnent begins wth the famly of Gd.
This was certainly a sinunto death. Read | John 5:16. Just as Achan
was an exanple to Israel, this discipline was an exanple to the
church then and is an exanpl e for us today. Read | Qorinthians 10: 6.

Sapphira did not know her husband was dead when she cane to
see Peter. She continued the lie. Do not think for a nonent that you
can deceive God. Read Gil atians 6: 7.

There was great fear felt by all those who heard about the disci -
dire d Ananias and Sapphira. Gd certainly got his point across
about Hs displeasure with sin and di shonesty. Dscipline such as this
was not seen in Israel. Gd had narked Hs church. H was working
wth this newy forned church.

Teaching Activities

Young Chil dren
Mike a truhfu bamer:. Gt out letters that spedl B Truhfd. Gue
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Explore wth
your students the
fol | owng questi ons:

A ways cl ose
your cl ass
wth prayer

the letters down on a sheet of paper. Gue this paper on a cdorfu poster
board that is cut 12 inch larger than the paper wth the st atenent onit.
Gt ribbon or yarn and glue it to poster board. Showyour student s how
they nay hang it in their room remind ng themto a vays tell the truth.

Mt ch the picture wth the word and then cd or the pictures. @ or
the picture of Reter and Anani as.

Qder Children

Do the sane project as the younger children, except use the neno-
ry verse on the banner.

A crossword puzzl e and word search are the activity pages.

Expl ore the Subj ect

1. Wat were sone of the event st aking place in Jerusal emaf ter the
day of Pentecost? (The sharing of Gd s truh wth famly ad friends.)

2. Wen you speak of attending church, do you nean the buil ding
or the people? Is the church a conmunity ?

3 lsit agadidatolieinode toexdt oesdf inthe eyes o ah-
ers?

Respond and Rei nforce

1 Barnabas left an excellent exanpl e of how we shoul d go about
encouraging others. Howwll you followthis exanpl e in the days ahead.
Write a shat paragraph.

2. Dscuss the nenory verse.
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Activity Page
Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4:32 - 5:11
Ananias means “God is gracious.” Sapphira means “beautiful.” Ananias did not appreciate
the graciousness of God, nor was Sapphira morally beautiful when she lied. This couple
seemed to think that high regard from fellow Christians was more important than obeying
God by telling the truth. Do the crossword puzzle below.

Across Down
3. His name means “son of encouragement.” 1. She was married to Ananias
5. Another word for land 2. A group sharing in common
8. To give support 4. Companionship
9. Not telling the truth 6. It was ruled that they could not own property
10..Another word for property 7. His name means “God is gracious”
11. Barnabas came from this island 12. When you lie, you commit a

13. To use equally with others

© The Church of God, Intemnational, 1997 81 May be duplicated for classroom use.
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Activity Page \
Ananias and Sapphira

Acts 4:32 - §5:11
Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, sold their land. They told Peter that they gave all the money
from the sale of their property to the church. When they lied about the money, they sinned.
Match the picture below with the word, then color the pictures.

Money
/'-"/
Land
Ananias
Sapphira
© The Church of God, International, 1997 82 May be duplicated for classroom use.
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Activity Page

Ananias and Sapphira

Acts 4:32 - 5:11
Many exciting things were happening in Jerusalem after the Holy Spirit was given
on the day of Pentecost. There was the sharing of God’s truth with family and friends.
The church was forming a community for those who believed in Jesus,
repented of their sins, were baptized, and had the laying on of hands.

Below is a list of words found in today’s story. Find them in the word search puzzle.

DILICIM|W|FIC|S|J|H|L|H|R|T|P
I1|E|A|W|R|C|E|O|O|V|F|P|V|D|R
I D|S|C|E|I|RIL|{M|T|IN|E|[F|X]|O
BIK|A|S|T|U|Y|D|ILIM|G|N|E|K|P
M|C|B|E|E|{S|E|N|C|O|U|R|A|G|E
KIG|A|T|P|L|I|E|D|P|{W|N|R|F|R
JID|N|ITIW|X|B|{T|NJU|A|S|I]|P]|T
X|E|R|{V|A|D|Y|N|O|N|C|{W|H|T]|Y
{E|1|A|E|Y|R|IN|E|I]|1]|S|U|IP|I]Y
TIR|B|[L{U|D|N|A|B|S|U|H|{P|U|P
O|U|[O[N|O|S|S|E|L|O|L|T|A|C|G
A|BIH|C|R|U|H|C|Y|P|R|U|S|R]|C
K|IJ|S|F|J|T|S|S|C|G|P|R|S|X|E
WIA|U|V|G|P|E|L|S|I]|Q|T|{X|V]|U
Acts Cyprus Jealous Property
Ananias Encourage Land Sapphira
Barnabas Fear Lesson Share
Blessed Fellowship Levites Sin
Buried God Lied Sold
Church Holy Spirit Obey Truth
Community Husband Peter Wife
© The Church of God, International, 1997 83 May be duplicated for classroom use.

Not to be sold.



Sabbat h School  Spring

Activity Page

Peter and Anani as

Acts 54
Wy hath Sat an filled thine heart to lie tothe Hly Spirit . Wy have you concei ved
thisthinginthine heart? thou hast not lied unto nen, but utto Gd

' The Gwrch of G, Internationa 84 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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At Ativity
Proverb M aque

Miateri al s Needed:
st ruction paper

@ orful poster board
Crayos o fet-tip pes
Glwe

Ribbon or yarn
Scissors

D recti ons:

Q@lor the pictue

Gt out and gl ue to heav-
i@ paper or construction
paper

At ach ribbon for hanging

At ach ribbon for hangi ng

He Thet

Be
Truthy N %

Speaket h
TRUTH
Showet h Fath

Ri ght eousness

Proverbs 12:17

' The Gwrch of G, Internationa 85 My be duplicated for classroomuse.
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