STP-CGI-2015 

 1b. The Father

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

Scripture reveals that God is a family, currently consisting of Father and Son.  The Father is revealed to mankind as the perfect, Holy, Supreme Sovereign who inhabits eternity.  Most references to “God” in the New Testament are references to Him.  Jesus introduces and declares the Father to be greater than the Son and teaches us to pray to the Father, knowing the Father hears and answers our prayers.

Dan 7:13-14, Mat 6:9, Joh 1:1-2, 1:18, Joh 6:44 & 65, Joh 14:28,  1Co 15:24-28,  1Jn 4:8
DOCTRINAL OVERVIEW

Topics Covered
· God is One spirit with currently two Persons

· Before the world was
· God refers to … Father
· Father is creator by the Word

· Father is the “Ancient of Days” in Daniel

· Father grants Dominion and Glory to Jesus yet remains Supreme
· Father’s Love and Sacrifice pictured in Abraham's attempted sacrifice of Isaac
· 72,000 Angels ready: proving the Father is supreme 
· Father’s work today

· Into eternity as Family … yet Father and Son still have preparations for us
· To Know More … www.cgi.org 
God the Father, along with the Word have eternally existed as One.  As mentioned in the Statement on God, God is not two Spirits, but one Spirit (that’s the Essence of God). Within that one Spirit, or Essence (Being), are the Father and the Son, but, the two are distinct Persons in the family of God. 
John reveals God (the Father and the Word) existed together before the creation of the universe (John 1:1-2).  Jesus explained how he shared glory with the Father before the world was (John 17:5) and it is shown in Titus 1:2 and 2 Tim. 1:9 that this included a Plan for Mankind that included Eternal life, promised before the world was.  

We understand the Oneness of God in the Old Testament includes the perfect agreement between the Father and Son in their planning for mankind and the awesome splendor of the Creation.  Jesus further shows this perfect agreement when He explains He came forth from God (John 16:27) and His words are from the Father (John 14:10).  When scripture refers to “God”, we understand from the context, it might be referring to the Father specifically, or sometimes to Jesus specifically, or it might be referring to the Family of God – as Paul clarifies - Eph 3:14-16  “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.”  From the New Testament we learn much about Jesus, (from what is written), yet, primarily from Jesus, we also have more personal characteristics revealed about the Father (Mat 11:27).
The Bible begins by showing one of God’s works is: being the Creator.  

          Gen 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  
John 1 informs us that the Word (Jesus) did the actual “work” of creating everything per the plan of God.  

Daniel received a vision of God revealing the Father as the Ancient of Days and Jesus as the Son of Man (a title Jesus uses often, in all four gospels).  
Dan 7:13-14  "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him.   Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

It is interesting to see how the Father is supreme, yet generously granting Dominion and Glory and a Kingdom to the Son. There is no jealousy or holding back in what the Father grants!  Yet Paul clarifies, because the Father is Supreme, we know the Father is the exception from “all things” being “under Christ”.

1Co 15:24-28 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  For "HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

We understand the Love the Father has for Jesus (his only begotten Son) as shown at Jesus baptism.  "And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matt.3:17).  We also understand the sacrifice of the Father, when He allowed Jesus to be crucified, as in the Old Testament when Abraham, symbolized by God the Father, was asked to sacrifice the promised son Isaac.  Every parent understands the desire parents have to love and protect their children –– to be the hero in their lives.  Jesus knew of this special bond, yet was willing to complete His Sacrifice as it was needed to fulfil God’s plan for mankind and humanity’s NEED of a Saviour.  
"Think you that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?" (Matt. 26:53)
We know from 2Kings 19:35 that “one angel” killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night.  With about 6000 soldiers in a Roman Legion, Jesus was saying His Father was ready to intervene with 72,000 angels to stop His arrest if He asked!  This sacrifice from Jesus and from the Father is the basis of perhaps the best-known verse in the Bible.  
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved" (John 3:16-17).
The Father possesses all of the attributes of God, and is honoured by the many titles of God, that further show our praises to Him.  Today the Father in heaven is rewarding those who pray to Him (Mat 6), providing sun and rain for the just and the unjust (Mat 5), and fulfilling the needs of the birds, and of mankind (Mat 6).  Further, the Father is drawing people to Jesus through His spirit (John 6:44 & 65), and the Father alone knows the day and hour when He will send Jesus, returning to Earth at the end of this age (Matt 24:36).  In the future, Revelation speaks of a time … 
"Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people" (Rev. 21:2-3). God Himself will be with them and be their God.
And after this coming of New Jerusalem, we will be part of the Family of God, with Everlasting Life––immortality––and eternity in front of us. God the Father and our elder brother, Jesus Christ, offers this wonderful mystery––as the Plan of God is not yet complete––instead, we will see “preparations made,” for additional events and promises still waiting to be unfolded and inherited.
1Co 2:9 But as it is written: "EYE HAS NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN THE THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM" (Isa. 64:4, Romans 8:18)
To Know More...
 

Please visit www.CGI.org.  The Topics Menu features booklets, articles and sermons for most of the subjects of the Systematic Theology Project, including the Subject of “God”.
Scriptures Referenced in above Statement:
Dan 7:13-14  "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him.   Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

Mat 6:9  In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Joh 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. 

Joh 1:18  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

Joh 6:44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

Joh 6:65  And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father."
Joh 14:28  …  for My Father is greater than I. 

1Co 15:24-28  Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  For "HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

1Jn 4:8  He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

Joh 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
Tit 1:2  in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,
Ti 1:9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
Joh 16:27  for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God. 

Joh 14:10  Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.
Mat 11:27  All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 

Mat 24:36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
2Ki 19:35  And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the LORD went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses—all dead.
